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MailCall No. 2460 
January 17, 2021 

 

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment 

460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion 

596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company 

MailCall News 
 

 
From: Camp Toccoa at Currahee, Inc. (Facebook) 

  ·  
Thanks to a generous donation of 
$5,000 from Harbin Family Foundation, 
Inc and the volunteer efforts of a Carlton 
Lowry led team of William Tucker, Mark 
McGinnis and Matthew Lathan the 517th 
(barrack 4) at CTaC now has a new 
exterior of siding that matches the 
pavilion and the 506th (barrack 1). CTaC 
plans to get it painted right away. Some 
on the interior walls, original windows 
from Camp Toccoa and insulation have 
been installed as well. The progress 
continues at Camp Toccoa at Currahee. 
Come see the changes. 
Currahee! 

 
 
Camp Toccoa at Currahee, Inc. 
 
I wanted to thank all of the volunteers that 
have helped to rebuild and enhance Camp 
Toccoa at Currahee. This last week and 
weekend was cold, but it didn’t stop our 
volunteers. They worked putting siding up 
on Barracks #4 and interior wall panels. 
Even in 36 degree temperatures, some 
worked preparing the ground where the C-
47 will be parke d(that’s my son with the 
shorts on), I told him it was going to be cold.  
 
The Camp project would never have 
happened without our VOLUNTEERS. 
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The list of volunteers continues to grow, 
if your interested in helping, stop by the 
Camp some weekend and find out how 
you too can help preserve a piece of 
history. We post on Facebook 2 weeks 
to 10 days in advance of when we are 
going to have a work week. It is posted 
on Camp Toccoa Work Week. Come 
join us, we have several projects under 
way and can use the help. 
Currahee! 
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I’m wondering if any of the crew here has information to the wellbeing of Deanne Jensen, widow of 
John Jonientz F Co. We have been keeping up with her with postcards over the past few years, but 
this Christmas our letters came back “return to sender.” Any information would be appreciated. 
 
Thanks 
 
Scott Ross 
Grandson of Norman L. Ross Jr. 
I Co. 3rd Bttn. 

 
 
Hi Scott, 
 
With some internet searches, there is a Deanne D Jensen (Age 92) that shows up at an address in 
Blaine WA.   
 
Regards, 
 
Bob Barrett

 
 
RE:  Morning Reports, 
 
At one time I had copies of the morning reports concerning my father, Walter J Graham, but my 
computer crashed.  Listed as Headquarters 1st battalion, in Christmas roster.  I know he had 2 purple 
hearts. I remember morning report when he arrived as a replacement but lost my copy.  Can you please 
help me?  
 
William H Graham, son. 

 
 
Hi William, 
 
I see Walter Graham listed in these Morning Reports, but I don’t have the images.  I’ll ask around. 
 

 
 
I can probably dig these up. 
Bob Barrett 
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I recently picked up a digital copy of Yank Weekly (European 
Edition) from Sept 1944.  Some of you have probably seen the 
cover picture, which is a picture of the 517th on the way to France 
on August 14, 1944. 
 
This picture is of Lt. “Chopper” Kienlen, facing PFC Chester 
Kochersperger and behind him is Pvt. Albert J. Ernst (KIA) – Per 
a similar picture in First Airborne Task Force, by Michel D. Trez. 
 
There is only a short article about the invasion of Southern France 
in this edition.  It was probably still hot off the press.   I found it 
interesting that the invasion is never referred to  as “Operation 
Dragoon” in this magazine.   Maybe code names were not officially 
used publicly. 
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I will include some more excepts and photos in the next MailCall.  In the meantime, here is another page 
that got my attention: 
 

 
 
In one paragraph on this page, they mention the 
deaths of Peter Saltonstall, son of the 
Massachusetts governor, Leverett Saltonstall, and 
also the death of Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr, the older 
brother of President John F. Kennedy.   As I live in 
Massachusetts, both these names are part of our 
history.   I actually have very indirect connections to 
both families.   Senator Ted Kennedy sponsored my 
acceptance to the Air Force Academy in 1970, and in 
1996 “Teddy” was our senior Senator and presented 
my Dad, Ben Barrett, with his long overdue Purple 
Heart and Bronze Star.  
 
And in my college years, I lived at a fraternity house 
in Kenmore Square, Boston that was previously the 
Governor’s mansion of Saltonstall.   (It had a beautiful oval dining room, supposedly modeled after the 
dining room of the Lusitania). – Bob B.  
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Then & Now 
 
On Jan 7, 1945, 3rd Bn, 517th PRCT was given the 
responsibility for what remained of the front on the Salm 
River, while the RCT (minus) moved into 82nd Airborne 
Division Reserve near Arbrefontaine. 
 
In the late 1990s, when I bought the book Paratrooper's 
Odyssey - A History of the 517th Parachute Combat Team, 
I've immediately located some of the little pictures (the size 
of a stamp) taken at Arbrefontaine. Until recently, I wasn't 
able to find a bigger size. I've finally find a larger size but 
the quality is low... I wish I could find better copies to post 
this Then & Now as those pictures were taken a few dozen 
feet from the house where my mom grew up (1952-1970). 
 
Eddy Lamberty 
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A Company  
Morning Report  
 
January 8, 1945.  
 
Arbrefontaine, Belgium  
 
11 enlisted men sent to hospital for NBC LD ?? 
 
(see below for possible explanation) 
 
Present for Duty: 71  
 
Absent: 99  
 
“Morale Good”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From Paratroopers’ Odyssey: 

Colonel Graves now placed Major Bob McMahon, executive officer of the 3rd Battalion, in command 

of the 1st. McMahon had a warm, outgoing disposition; a USMA classmate of Boyle, he thought of 

his men first and was well liked. Boyle left a big pair of boots to fill, but McMahon quickly picked up 

the traces. The 1st Battalion remained a formidable fighting force. With all three Battalions on the 

high ground west of the Salm the front was comparatively quiet for two days. On January 6th the 30th 

Division made a limited-objective attack south across the Ambleve River, gaining a few thousand 

yards and pinching out the 2nd Battalion. Next day the 3rd Battalion was given responsibility for what 

remained of the front along the Salm, while the RCT (minus) moved into 82nd Airborne Division 

reserve near Arbrefontaine. Regimental Headquarters moved just outside of the village. The 1st 

Battalion closed in an assembly area to the north, and 2nd Battalion went to Goronne, three miles 

southeast. The 460th remained in support of the 3rd Battalion. 

The 1st and 2nd Battalions got a little rest, although the cold continued unabated and there were 

frequent heavy snows. Medical inspections were held. To no one's surprise, it was found that many 

men who had been unable to remove their boots for over a week were suffering from severe 

exposure and frostbite. Over a hundred cold casualties were evacuated, reducing rifle company 

strengths to an average of eighty to ninety men -- from an average of 150 that had begun the 

Ardennes campaign.    
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Administrivia 
 

 
If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

▪ At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click 
on the unsubscribe link on the email. 

▪ Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

▪ If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

▪ I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I 
miss something, please just send it again. 

 
 
Website www.517prct.org 
Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
2018 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

 
 

        
 

US Paratroops comics (1951) 
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