MailCall No. 2435
February 23, 2020

517" Parachute Infantry Regiment
460" Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
596" Parachute Combat Engineer Company

PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

MailCall News

Dear American and English-speaking friends,

Here is a message to let you know the books of ‘The 517’s Gang’
Part 1: Italy & t France, arrived on the 17™ of February. A few of
you have already ordered the book. About 80 have been already
shipped on the 500 which have been printed. Many peoples
asked a translation on that book and | worked really hard on it.

Just a reminder of this project:

During a few years, | asked your help to write a book on the 517"
Parachute Regimental Combat Team. Without you, this project
would have never happened. During all these years, | interviewed
many veterans, collected diaries, recollections and many military
documents. | am still looking for documents, histories and pictures
for all my ongoing projects about the airborne troops in the
Mediterranean Theater of Operation.

This book which was published in French in May 2019 is now
available to pre-order in English in my website. This is a self- :
publishing, so you will not find this book in any bookstore, only on the link below

After long months to translate the texts and captions of the book, the English version of “The 517’s
Gang’ Part | is now finished. Many books can be shipped in one time so don’t hesitate to combine

shipping.

There is an English translation on the website to order your book(s) so you don't get it wrong.
Remember to fill in your address correctly in the online form. There is no registration required.

Thank you very much to have wait until now and thank you again to have take time to answer me and
shared with me your relatives pictures and histories.

Loic Jankowiak, author of the 517’s Gang.
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PS : There is also a video you can view on the book.

https://1stabtf.com/en/boutique/the-517ths-gang-us-eng-version/
https://1stabtf.com/en/boutique/the-517ths-gang-us-eng-version/
https://1stabtf.com/en/boutique/the-517ths-gang-us-eng-version/

Hello,

First let me tell you how much | enjoy the newsletter. I've been receiving it for years and it has been a
great way to stay connected and meet others. | have pictures of my father that I'd never seen before.

My father, Don O'Neil, was an Engineer in the 596th. He jumped at Dragoon and was eventually
wounded at the Bulge and was evacuated. He returned and served a final year in Berlin with the 82nd
where he worked in the enlisted club. He passed in 1993 and never shared much detail about the war.
I've been able to better understand his experiences through this community. At his funeral, this group
sent a beautiful wreath. That was the first time | even knew he was in touch with his friends.

For what it's worth, he shared the following stories with me.

« One of his friends managed to smuggle a German Sheppard dog home on the troopship in a
duffle bag. He had a picture of it.

« He talked about the cold at the Bulge and how they were short of supplies. Around Christmas
day, the weather finally broke and they were able to drop supplies. He said he'd never been as
cold as he was then, and never so happy to see the sun come out.

e In Berlin, he said he took possession of a German motorcycle and would zoom around the city.
He said it felt so good to be alive then.

e He attended a big football game in Berlin with the 82nd.

| have a request as well. | have a collection of challenge coins and recently saw that there is a 517th
coin that I'd like to add to my collection. Can you advise as to how | can get my hands on one, please? |
also saw a picture of the 517th patch, anniversary edition. Are those available for purchase?

Keep up the good work.

Charlie O'Neil

On the next page is a picture of the 3 platoon of the 596", with Don O’Neil (and Allan Johnson)

MailCall # 2435 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 2 of 8



mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
https://1stabtf.com/en/boutique/the-517ths-gang-us-eng-version/
https://1stabtf.com/en/boutique/the-517ths-gang-us-eng-version/
https://1stabtf.com/en/boutique/the-517ths-gang-us-eng-version/

517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

Second Squad-Third Platoon
Standing L to R: K. Johnson,
Michaels, Myers, Ayling
Middle Row: Szakacs, O'Neil,
Englert, Boggan

Front Row: Wrobleski, Jaynes.
The question marks belong to
Szakacs, Michaels, Englert,
and Myers., Can you ldentify
them for me and I will run
this photo again? EDITOR

From the Winter 1995 596" Wings newsletter
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From 517th Parachute Regimental Combat Team - Families & Friends

February 19, 2020:

Hey guys, thank you so much for the add! | am very passionate about
trying to find out as much as | can about my grandfather Glenn E
Whitaker. From what | can find, he was a NCO, T4 | believe, radio
operator in the 517th. He passed away before | was born, so any help
would be immensely appreciated. Here are some pictures of some of the
treasures | have of his.

Tom Whitaker

CHARTER MEMBER

517th PRCHT COMBAT TEAM -
NON-COMMISSIONEDQFFICERS' CLUB.

This is to cerlify that Nh:_taker,G-E-T/A

£ (neme rank and seris} n

is 8 CHARTER MEMBER of the NON-COMMISSIONED

SEFit CLUB of the 517 th PARACHUTE MBAT

TEAM with dues paid to the dale indicated on the back

are =ntitled to all the rights and pliveleges
o~ ',t:'o. |

ht | -
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| have search ed through my (incomplete) records of the 527", but unfortunately cannot find any info on
Glenn Whitaker. Form these phots, it seems clear that he was an NCO with the 517", was with the
First Airborne Task force, and with them on October 1944. He is not listed on the December 1944
Christmas List, although that is probably not 100% complete. At some time, he was with the 82" “AA”

Airborne Division.

Note that on this Thunderbolt from October 15, 1944, it looks like the first | know of that a 517" insignia
is mentioned:

“A design for an insignia for use on jackets and other informal wear was made by

Lt. Spencer and will be produced in quantity as quickly as possible. Lt. James
turned in some excellent designs, one of which will be sent to the war department for
a formal crest or shield at the proper time. Designs showing service in Italy, France
and whatever will all be incorporated on this shield with parachute qualification
wings. Lt. Spencer has also a splendid Christmas poster made for V-Mai
distribution by all members of the 517.”

Here is a picture of Loic’s new book, arrived on a
pallet and ready for shipping.
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Last week’s MailCall had a couple of pictures of 596" troopers in Operation Dragoon. This photo | think
is Sgt. Martin Costello.

| found one other photo of a young Martin
Costello in Don Saunder’s photo
collection.
From Top:
Stark, Reed, Costello, McRoy,

Christian, Barbera, Shaw and Spencer

From: = & ——
| '&""fﬁ ﬁ"*«m:» e o TR
http://www.517prct.org/photos/don saunders/don saunders.htm
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Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

= At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click
on the unsubscribe link on the email.

= Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org
= If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

»= | now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If |
miss something, please just send it again.

Website www.517prct.org
Send MailCall news to  MailCall@517prct.org
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives

2018 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives
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“Sure I got seniority. I got busted a week before you did.”
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