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MailCall News 
 

 
Someone has just signed your guestbook! 
 

Submitted by Comments: 

Name: Christopher Hal 

Abercrombie 
From: Toccoa, Georgia 

E-mail: 
abercrombie99@windstream.net  

My Great-Uncle William A Abercrombie was with the 

517th and I wanted to check out your page. 

 
Added: April 12, 2017 
 

 
 
William Abercrombie was with HQ Company, 1st Battalion. 

 
 
Can you tell me if Alan Bonsell , son in law of Thomas Blymire A Co.was in the 517th pir? He was also 
in the 193 glider infantry regiment.  
 
Thank you 
 
Alan Bonsell, son in law of Thomas Blymire A Co. 

 
 
Hi Alan, 
 
I don’t think there was a Winfred Bolin, at least not in my records or the ’43 roster.   
 
We do have an Eldon “Bill” Bolin of C Company:  A Night Near Bergeval by E.W. "Bill" Bolin 
 
Bob Barrett 

 
 
RE: 517th MailCall - April 9, 2017  - LTG Richard Seitz 
 
I am proud to say I have personally known this man and great American. 
 
Merle McMorrow

 
 
Great MailCall. Lots of sad news, but time marches on.  Don't know if you follow eBay for the 517th, but 
there are 2 items for sale.  So sad to see these things not with family. Of course, sometimes family is the 
one selling.  Take care. 
 
Heather Cowan Riley 
Daughter of Pvt. Ian Cowan   
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Bob, Claire and Didier, 

this is a little answer about what was the platoon of Pappy Jones. Pappy was part of the 2nd Platoon 
of the 596th Airborne Engineer Company when he was killed. Generally, each platoon were attached to 
each battalion, so it place the 2nd Platoon with the 2/517th PIR. 

I'm also very interested by the story of Pappy Jones. Here a picture of Pappy Jones prior to Operation 
Dragoon (from Michel de Trez book) 

Best regards, 

Loïc J 

 

 

Allan had heard of Pop Jones but didn't know him.  So glad that the mystery of which platoon has been 
solved,  because that means that local friends like Didier already know the area. 
 
Claire Giblin 
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And there is the story of Pappy Jones as reported by Don Saunders in the book “Battling Buzzards” by 
Gerald Astor:  
 
Cheered by the news that the 75th Division would now relieve some sectors held by the 82nd Airborne and its affiliated 

units, a bunch of 596th engineers under Lt. Ray Hild stripped to their shorts, plunged into the icy Salm River and, 

undeterred by an occasional mortar, constructed a trestle-style bridge across the stream to a bridgehead secured by 

members of the 3rd Battalion.  

Other members of the engineering company busied themselves sanitizing roads and field infested with mines. Don 

Saunders was among a party of engineers combing out the devices. “We happened upon a large house and found it full 

of German soldiers. We captured all of them without a shot and I carried a wounded radio operator out of the cellar. A 

little further down the road, we saw movement in a field. We all dove for cover and a burp gun fired at us. Several of us 

shot back and wounded the German. Cpl. ‘Pappy” Jones and I went into the field and captured three more Germans.  

“We were marching them back when a bullet from behind hit Pappy and he fell to the ground. I called for a medic and 

held him in my arms as he died. I carried him off the field to our group of guys. It was my worst experience of the war.” 

 
 
Best Shot With A 45 Caliber Pistol 
 
Owen John Baggett was born in 1920 in Graham, Texas. By 1941 he graduated from college and went 
on to work on Wall Street, but by the following year, he enlisted in the Army Air Corps (now USAF) when 
the United States 
entered the war. 
 
A studious man, he graduated from pilot training in just five months and was sent to Burma, flying a B-
24 Liberator.  
 
On March 31, 1943, while stationed in British India, Baggett's squadron was ordered to destroy a bridge 
at Pyinmana, Burma.  Before reaching their target, the B-24 bombers were intercepted by Japanese 
fighter planes. Baggett's plane was severely damaged and was set on fire by several hits to the fuel 
tanks, and the crew was forced to bail out.  The aircrew escaped the crippled B-24 merely seconds 
before the bomber exploded. Japanese pilots then attacked U.S. airmen as they parachuted to earth. 
Two of Baggett's crew members were killed.  Baggett, though wounded, played dead, hoping the 
Japanese would ignore him. One Zero approached within several feet of Baggett.  The pilot then nosed 
up, almost stalling, and opened his canopy. Baggett drew his pistol and fired four shots at the pilot. 
Baggett watched as the plane stalled and plunged to the earth, and Baggett became legendary as the 
only person to shoot down a Japanese airplane with an M1911 pistol. He survived and was captured by 
the Japanese.   
 
He remained a prisoner for the rest of the 
war. Baggett and 37 other POWs were 
liberated at the war's end by eight OSS 
agents who parachuted into Singapore. 
 
Baggett was recognized as the only person 
during the war to shoot down a Zero with a 
pistol. 
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 
Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2016 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
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