MailCall No. 2326
June 19, 2016

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment
460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company

PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

MailCall News

|18
A

“% Henri S. Simpson, Harold C. Johnson et
,_.;] William A. Ross, tous trois du 1st Platoon,
596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company,
réparant une portion de route menant au col
de Braus. | Septembre 1944

From:
https://www.facebook.com/ForgottenDday/tim
eline
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RE: : Earl Boone

Bob, for anyone that wants to leave a remark on his ‘condolence's scrapbook they can go to
http://www.whitneymurphyfuneralhome.com/boone-earl

| left one today as | could not get any information on any of the funeral stuff. Was glad to find it and
perhaps his other friend can Jim Kraus can maybe find 'Tim Curtis' through this website through Earl's
daughter.

I noticed in the newsletter about ‘annual donations'. | had written you about wanting to send the money |
used to send to the Thunderbolt to another good organization. | am surmising this means that you do
take donations. What are the annual donations?

| really would like to support your efforts.

Many thanks,

Anne Justice

| was saddened to read Earl Boone is no longer with us; | think he was one of Dad's men. My heartfelt
sympathy and condolences to his family as well as the family of Mr. Carrillo as it is so hard to part with
these great men. | know they are at Home with the Lord and all their other comrades in arms. God
bless them.

Thank you for the beautiful Mail Call, especially the pictures from Memorial Day that Irma and Arnold
sent you from Belgium and Melanie Hanson's pictures of the "Youngsters and the Seasoned" version of
the band of brothers! Wonderful pictures.

Pat Seitz and Alan Greer

Paul Condrillier, F-Company's scout, guide and interpreter. This
Frenchman performed invaluable service to aide in campaign against
the enemy.

In last week’s MailCall. Melanie Hanson sent in some documents
about a French scout Paul Condriller, who fought with F Company.

Turns out there was a Le Mans race car driver who won the 1963
Tour de France (automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tour de France Automobile

" Same guy? -- BB
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Joseph E. O’Brien, F Company

Birth: Aug. 23, 1923
Death: Aug. 19, 1944

Gravesite:

Golden Gate National Cemetery
San Bruno

San Mateo County

California, USA

Plot: Section B Site 328

From MailCall #98, April 30, 2001:
To: Ben517

Ben,

Continue to read "mail call," with great interest. As with some of us, we may not know the individual
who wrote or who was the topic of the mail-however, our band of brothers-we have an interest in every
word. | have been getting the mail without a problem, as far as | know.

On mail call 96, | read with special interest as it related to a number of the F Co, KIA. | was notin a
spot to respond at the time and could add little to Ray Hess's excellent work. | can add about Joseph
O'Brien. He was in fact one of the first to die that morning of 15 Aug. He was later buried in the
cemetery at our drop zone

At his mother’s request, | subsequently brought him home. My Special Forces A Det men were his
honor detail. He currently rests in the US Military Cemetery, San Mateo, CA. About 25 feet from where
Joe rests, is my Special Forces executive officer (who was on that detail for Joe and was later killed in
Nam). That is another story of a another great hero. Where does it end ??

Looking to see all in Bismarck. All drive and fly safely.

From: Gene Brissey, E Company
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From Operation Dragoon After Action Reports:

COMPANY "F" RECORD OF EVENTS
"D" DAY

The Comamy enplaned at Ombrone Airfield near Grogsette, Italy, at 0200 hourg,
15 Avg L. At OL35 Capt. McKinley led the Co. out of his plane in its first combat
Junp. The Co. was assigned the mission of cloaring the town of La Motte, France
aftes orponizineg en the angizned DZ 15 riles O of Ta Motte, Hewever, the Co. landed
in the vieinity of Le Muy, N& and SE of the town. As tha toim was defended thess men
quickly moved for cover outside the town. There saveral Germans were met and the fatal
vounding of Pyi, 0'Brien juccurred. The several units finally organized under Capt.
MeKinley, the Commander, Colonel Graves, who had previously jolned Capb Melinley, the
Co. moved out for Lo Motte, its origlnal cbjective. Aboub 2 miles outside of La MHotle
the Co. found the body of Tec i Shanneyfelt, who had been shot throvpgh the head and
killed by a sniper. On the march the point diccovered several camcuflaged enciy
barracks om the side of a small hill near the route of mareh. Lt. Riddle, uwnder cover
of two ceouts and a BAR moved up and captured 0 enemy soldiers., Lt. CGinchlei wus
wounded by a prenade on the outskiets of La Motte. The right flank patrol, cormarded
by &/Spt. Minick, discovered some men from the 2nd Eritish Parachute Lrigade and
learned that La Motte was occupled by both Britich and American Faraclute Troops.
The columt then moved from La Motte SW approximately 2 miles to the Regimental CP
where the men rested over nipht.

From http://taskandpurpose.com/12-reasons-paratroopers-better/

12 Reasons Why Paratroopers Do It Better

By Michael J. MacLeod
on March 17, 2016

Here's why paratroopers are still total badasses 74 years after the formation of the first American
airborne unit.

Face it, there’s no way to enter the battlefield with more derring-do than as part of a mass-tactical
parachute drop on a moonless night, striking terror in the hearts of the enemy. As a German officer
wrote in World War II, “American parachutists...devils in baggy pants...are less than a hundred meters
from my outpost line. | can’t sleep at night; they pop up from nowhere and we never know when or how
they will strike next. Seems like the black-hearted devils are everywhere...”

Among the world’s armies, paratroopers are known for their violence of action, brash esprit de corps,
and willingness to begin a fight surrounded by the enemy. Seventy-four years after the formation of the
first American airborne unit, we're still better than non-airborne personnel, or NAPs, as we call them.
Here are 12 reasons why.

1. Everyone we share a foxhole with has a high degree of motivation.
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Paratroopers volunteer three times: to serve in the Army, to attend jump school, and to go on jump
status. Soldiers don’t just “end up” in the airborne. When we go to war, we go with the best.

2. Hollywood makes movies about us.

” o« ” oW

“Band of Brothers,” “A Bridge Too Far,” “Saving Private Ryan,” “The Longest Day,” “The Eagle Has

Landed,” yada, yada, yada.
3. We have the most exotic duty stations.

Hawaii, Italy, Alaska, Korea, and of course, Mother Bragg in Fayetteville, North Carolina, home of the
82nd Airborne Division. The truth is, paratroopers spend the first half of their careers trying to leave Fort
Bragg, and the second half trying to get back. At Bragg, privates still stand at parade rest for specialists.

4. We are like Marines, only better.

Let’s stipulate up front that the Marines have the best dress uniforms, and getting out of a boat on a
beach is probably harder than it looks. Marines and paratroopers come from a tradition of specialists:
Marines seize beachheads, while paratroopers seize airfields and save beachheads from collapse (think
Sicily, Anzio, and Normandy). In either case, Big Army finishes the job. Fact: regular soldiers conducted
more amphibious landings in the Pacific Theater in World War Il than Marines, while no regular soldiers
made airborne assaults.

397708723_e106fdb996 b
5. We get the most VA benefits.

Show me a retired paratrooper with perfectly working ankles, knees, and back, and I'll show you a case
of stolen valor. Paratroopers run, run, run with heavy packs, and they land like this: feet, ass, head.
Though injury rates vary widely depending on the type jump — day or night, combat equipment or no-
equipment, “Hollywood,” wind velocity, temperature and humidity, type of parachute and aircraft, quality
of the landing zone, etc. — in general, the average for most armies since the late 1950s has been about
4%. While a 2011 study of 82nd Airborne paratroopers found an injury rate of just over 1%, at that time,
the division was conducting fewer of the more dangerous nighttime combat-equipment jumps.

“We used to discuss it at brigade when | was scheduling jumps,” a retired airborne operations NCO
recently told me. “Daytime Hollywood was the least injury prone, so we went for those. Didn’t want to
lose guys before deployments.”

Of course, the old timers go on about all of their jumps with 200-pound rucks in 20-knot winds and
dragging wildebeests off the drop zone, but their jump logs give us real numbers. Between 1994 and
1998, retired operations Sgt. Maj. John Hawley logged 31 jumps in the 82nd, of which 22 were at night
with combat equipment. Another retired sergeant major logged 43 of 57 between 1995 and 2001. That’s
two out of every three jumps night/combat equipment, whereas in the 2011 study, two daylight
Hollywood jumps were reported for each nighttime/combat equipment jump.

6. We don’t have to do extra PT to get high APFT scores.

Paratroopers are built like barnyard chickens. All the meat is in the upper body. The legs are skinny from
all the running we do. That means we score high on push-ups, sit-ups, and the two-mile run.
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7. We set the standard, even if it's from 1944.

In 2011, my new NCOIC was welcomed to the 82nd Airborne Division along with other division
newcomers thusly: “There’s a lot of things you’re going to see here that are a little messed up or a little
different. Don’t try to change it. We’re the 82nd Airborne and that’s the way we do it. We like it that way.”

That’s true in part because of the requirements associated with the 18-hour mobilization time maintained
by the airborne, but also because of our heritage. Said 82nd 1st Sgt. Steven Noonan, “The airborne
units have a very short history (World War Il to the present), but our obsession with upholding the honor
and reputation of the Regiment and always trying to add to its glory is unmatched anywhere else in the
army. | was in the 505th [Parachute Infantry Regiment] for Desert Storm, and our obsession with
General Gavin was almost cult-like back then. His leadership principles still set the standard, ‘A leader in
this outfit is the first one out the door of the airplane and the last one in the chow line.”

Airborne operations are dangerous business. When the Germans invaded Crete in 1941, German
paratrooper losses were so heavy that Hitler forbade their use for the remainder of the war except in
special operations. Had Allied forces known that, the eventual invasion of northern France might have
happened without the 13,100 silks in skies above Normandy.

8. We get naptime.

Ever heard of the Airborne Timeline? On jump days, we go to a place called Green Ramp, don
parachutes, weapons cases, and rucksacks, and then sleep in our combat luggage for hours while we
wait for the Air Force to get back from Chili’s. Truth is, every soldier in the Army knows how to wait for
long periods, catnap at a moment’s notice, and endure long periods in awkward equipment. We just do it
longer, strapped with more equipment.

9. Airborne operations level the ranks.

In the hold of a C-130, there are only two types of people: jumper and jumpmaster. In the words of an
airborne battalion commander, “When you are in line at manifest, no one cares what rank you are: You
are a paratrooper. The jumpmaster in charge might be a sergeant, a major, or a colonel. It doesn’t
matter. He’s a jumpmaster and that’'s who you are listening to. You look to your right and left to see who
the junior guy is, and that’s who you are going to take care of. To me, that’s beautiful.” It is.

10. We get great gear that we never get to use.

No snivel gear allowed. Paratroopers are issued, must deploy with, but are verboten to ever wear that
warm “Michelin Man” winter parka and pants or even the green fleece. We can freeze our asses off like
nobody’s business. Except chief warrant officers. They do whatever they want, even in the airborne
community.

11. We don’t have to be good at logistics.

Tanks, Bradleys, Strykers, oh why? Not here. Armor officers who get transferred to the airborne often
complain about our lack of long-term planning. We don’t have to plan for moving tons of heavy, unwieldy
armor, so why plan at all? Our job is to be in the enemy’s backyard within 18 hours of notification, and all
we need to bring is our weapons, ammunition, and lunch. Airborne brigades maintain a famously high
and adaptive optempo. We’re all about the short term.
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12. We have the best pejoratives.

There are no safe spaces or “stress cards” on Fort Bragg, and the only trigger warnings you’ll ever get
come from the tower. We call things what they are. If your chute doesn’t open, you burn in. Push-ups
are push-ups, not some resting, leaning, front thing. If you walk on Ardennes Street, you’re a dead man.
If you don’t have wings, you're a leg. A dirty, stinking, nasty leg.

Mike MacLeod recently published a book on his time as a combat correspondent with the 82nd Airborne Division titled, "The Brave Ones: A Memoir of
Hope, Pride, and Military Service."

Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

= At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

= Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

» |f you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

= | now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

= Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: ldentify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payable to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly

19 Oriole Court

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Website www.517prct.org
Send MailCall news to  MailCall@517prct.org
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives

2016 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives
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