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517th Parachute Infantry Regiment
460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company

MailCall News

I never noticed this version of the Dec 1, 1944 KIA list.
on it how many of the men died. -- BB

This was Howard Hensleigh’s copy. He wrote
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Hi Ben,

(I

T

Just by chance, | was looking through the photos of Howard
Hensleigh, and | see “Johnnie Neiler Regt’l S-2” written on
a photo. Here are two photos of Neiler in So. France:

[l

http://517prct.org/photos/howard hensleigh/sc002a2bbb.jpg

TN

In the photo on the left, | think that is Neiler on the left, and
I’'m pretty sure that's Dick Spencer on the right. Dick was
the cartoonist and illustrator for many of the 517" booklets
: W and Christmas greetings, and he designed the Battling
— ' A Buzzards logo and patch for the 517™.

(T

And Neiler is probably also in these pictures:
http://517prct.org/photos/howard hensleigh/sc002ae0e1.jpg
http://517prct.org/photos/howard hensleigh/sc002af2fc.jpg

| BB

WOW! Thanks so much. He is in two of the three in the
first link, and in both of the other pictures.

Do you know of any high quality scans of these?

| see that he is wearing M43s and carrying a M3 Grease
gun. Awesome.

Thanks again,

Ben Arnold
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Hi Bob,

Sorry, | missed the original email. have been distracted with my first grand child's arrival. | will get this
in the mail to you on Monday. Sorry about that Bob.

Hope all is well with you and yours!
Thank you also for Terry Sanford's biography.

Mimsey

First grandchild? Congrats. Me too.
Here's Crew Robert Johanson, born in December;
Bob Barrett

[Crew is the first great-grandchild of Fran and Ben Barrett.]

Yes, first grandchild. Phelan Jeffrey Kelly. Born in February.
Being a grandparent is a whole new kind of happiness.
Mimsey Boyle Kelly

[Phelan is the great-grandson of Babbie and Wild Bill Boyle]
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We always knew my grandfather was a paratrooper in The battle of the bulge but he never talked about
it much and passed away in the early 90's.

| recently came across my grandfather’s discharge papers. His name is PFC Edward L. Parks 31-340-
466.

He was from Dorset Vermont.
His separation paperwork says he served in the 517th parachute combat team , 3rd battalion
,headquarters company. He saw action in Rhineland, the Ardennes and Central Europe.

He was wounded in action on 29feb1945 in Belgium .

I've always been very curious about his service and would be very interested in hearing from anyone
that may have known him or is familiar with his unit or the date he was wounded.

Thank you so much in advance for ANY help or information.

Marty Santor

Hi Marty,

I've been looking around, but | haven't found any specific mention of your grandfather in my records.
Unfortunately, | don’t have casualty reports for the 3rd Battalion HQ. He's not on the Christmas roster,
so it is most likely that he joined shortly after that in late December or January. If | find more, | will let
you know.

Bob Barrett

| read your recent article about Pvt. Gerald Nelson pictured
with the 17th patch. Here is a picture of my grandfather Virgil
F. Dunlevy (Sgt. Co A) wearing his patch.

Chris Walters
Dallas, TX
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Not sure where the info on the flag officers from the 517th came from, but David Grange (Sr.) wound up
with three stars, while his son (Jr.) wound up with two. Hope all is well. Thank you for keeping the 517th
alive in the hearts and minds of those who served and those of us who didn't.

mark

Bob - | hate when | have incorrect info. David Grange, Jr., who earned three stars, was with the 517th.
His son David L. Grange was the two star. My apologies! mark

Forgive the typos, this was sent from my iPad Air 2

Mark Landreth

Bob: what a delightful, newsy Mail Call especially the info about the general we lost track of and about
Gen. Neiler, especially Tom’s story. Sorry to learn that another of our men has departed our company
to rejoin his band of brothers who have gone before him to their heavenly reward.

Pat Seitz

5 Craziest Weapons Ever Created

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD6bt3P VdM
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Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

= Atany time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

= Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

» If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

* | now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

»= Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: ldentify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payabile to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly

19 Oriole Court

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Website www.517prct.org
Send MailCall news to  MailCall@517prct.org
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives

2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives
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