MailCall No. 2302
December 13, 2015

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment
460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company

PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

Tec/4 Leo P. Dean — Regimental HQ Co.

It is with great sadness that | report that Leo Dean, Reg. HQ, has made his
final jump.

Many of you might have followed his progress, as he moved from the
hospital in France (after breaking his leg in August) to the hospital in Albany,
to rehab, to Renee's home and eventually back to his own home in recent
weeks. He resumed his routine and was driving and working, and living
alone. He wasn't working quite as much as he used to, but he was going in
to the office regularly.

He never said he was working; he would actually always correct me. He
always called it "going to the office." He always liked going to the office,
whether during the week with colleagues or on the weekends when it was
quiet.

5

And he died at the office, with his boots on.

He was a successful business man in the financial services
industry, a devoted husband to Helen, and friend to many. He
was justifiably and fiercely proud of his service with the 517th,
and enjoyed himself so much at our New Orleans reunion in
July. I'll never forget him with all of the celebrants on Bourbon
Street, the night that the Supreme Court decision in support of
gay marriage was announced. Leo made lots of friends
everywhere he went!

And so it was during our trips to France. He was celebrated,
remembered, and sought out. He was genial and generous with
his time, telling stories and posing for pictures whenever asked.

Just this past week, Renee - like a daughter to him - and | had
started planning his return to France. He was so excited and
looking forward to it. He's fought back from so many injuries, and
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had kicked all of the challenges associated with the broken leg - we were sure he could do it.

Renee is planning the funeral and although the obituary isn't posted yet, | am told that it will be at Hans
Funeral Home in Albany. The viewing will be 4-7 PM Wednesday; the funeral at 9AM on Thursday.

Bob, when the official obituary and arrangements are published, could you please run it? Thanks.
Let's raise a glass to Leo and celebrate a life fully lived. Airborne! All the way!

Claire Giblin
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We pray that the many happy memories of Leo’s life with all of us will, with time, overcome the sadness
and pain that have accompanied us in these days.

For his family, his 517th family, his friends in USA but also here in France, although it’s difficult today to
see beyond the sorrow, may looking back in memory help comfort tomorrow.

A glass of Rosé Leo ? Yes, the first one today......

We are sure to continue to say it with Leo in our mind.

Wishing him God'’s peace

Included 2 pictures took in Ste Roseline and the others at Rhone Cemetery in 2014. Leo loved those of
Ste Roseline.

Patricia and Roland Orengo
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MailCall News
Hi Ben,

My name is Kylee Johnson, and | stumbled across your webpage the other day when doing some
research on my Grandfather, Raymond Johnson who was a PFC in the HQ company of the 1st
battalion, 517th. Unfortunately, | don’t have any stories to share, but | was wondering if you or any of the
guys have any information about him? Most of the stories on your page looked a little older (most are
from 2001), but its never too late to try right? | never got the chance to truly get to know him and would
love any information on him. Anyways, thanks for your time, and sorry for any inconvenience.

best,

Kylee Johnson

Hi Kylee,

On a quick look, | don't see a lot. But | do see PFC Raymond Johnson on the December 1944
roster. And it looks like he was one of the signers of the HQ/1 "short snorter"

From: http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/2069.pdf

N STLVERR 2

T

I'll dig around this weekend and let you know if | find any more.

Bob Barrett
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RE: Mel Trenary story

| am an avid reader of the weekly mail call going on about 10+ years now. | still have my dad Mike
Sura’s 3" Battalion H Company stories to marry with what | read each week. Reading Mel’s account as
his story, | can’t help paralleling my father’s account to me as | remember. The details that Mel talks to
can fill in the broad spectrum of facts my father gave to me so many years ago. The training, downtime,
transportation, battles, hospitals, the close relationships with guys like Seeberger and Monkhouse and
don’t forget the Bulge.

We were fishing in Canada on Memorial Day weekend in the late 60’s. It started to snow and we were
not dressed for it on a far from camp portage. My uncle who was with Patton said it is not that bad. My
cousin and | endured but finally won out going to shore and getting a fire going. May dad Mike and his
brother laughed at us and said, “Not sure you two would survive the Bulge as this one day snow was a
picnic in comparison.”

Dad did meet his brother Joe at the front sometime before succumbing to his wounds in the mine field
near Bergstein, Germany. He and Dick Huggler (3™ Platoon, 2" squad) were taken off the field on
Feb. 6™ 1945. The war was over when they recovered enough to come back to what was left of the
outfit. Dick was still alive (living in Alpina, MI) when my wife and | attended the Atlanta Reunion, but has
since passed away.

| think of that day and always remember what our troops endured fighting to turn back the Bulge; every
time | have to trek in one of our Midwest snowstorms.

Merry Christmas and bless all who served in the 517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

Dennis Sura

517" History 1994

Soissons, France

Home to the 517th from Dec 9 to
Dec 21, 1944

(Post Card from
Boom Boom Alicki)

See Paratrooper's Odyssey:
Soissons
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1944 - Dec 14 - Hamburg lowa Reporter - Dick

Spencer's account of Howard Hensleigh in Les Arc
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From the Daily lowan. the pab-
lication of the siudeats of journal-
1sm of Lhe University of Iowa, we
copy the foliowing letter regarding
Lt. Howard IHensleigh, formerly
of this place:

From “Soracwhere in France”
comes a letter from Lt Dick Spen-

cer, I3 praduate sf the lipiver:

sity of Towa, member of the Sigma
Delta Chi, national journalism fra-
ternity, and a former Union Board
member.

“One of our *U. S, I. Four Horse-

men' picked up a Bronze Star
he writee—ILL. Howard E. Hen-
cluigh, son of My, and Mrs. Alhert
D. Heneleigh, 117 Richards sireef.
At the enthreak of the war Li
Hensivigh was stmdying law at the
U'niversity of fowa, Now he is a
paratroaper in France, Lt Spen-
ver’s letler Is reprinted Dbelow:
- "This is a story about one of the
Mocal” bovs; one of the Huwheves
who lives in [ow:a Cily, Justa fews
yous back you might have fowwn
hine a5 just plain [loward Hens-
laigrhi . . .. & nics quiet oy who was
taking pre-law Llhere on {he camp-
s,

“Naw he's Firat Licatenant How-
ard Hensleigh, after hiz rocent
hattlefield promotion, and ne is
hakling down  the jol: of hatiai-
ion inteilegenee nfficer for our
parachnie outfit. And in the jour-
mals of the militni) e, yeu will find
after hizs nane these woris

-----

“Tor heroic achievement in ac-
tion apainst the encmy ai  ILas
Arcs, Frunce, on 17 August, 134",
- -+ . the award of the Lronze Sl:tr|
madal.

“Probably the nexl time vou seo’
him, the cnly way you mnight
guess this would Le throueh re-
cognizing the funny little ribhon
aver his left pockel: ar he might
be in civilinn clothes, and vou
wauld never know . Howurd
isn't much aof a taiker uboul what
he hus seen aid done.

“So i'm sending this story back
to the ‘Old Heme Town Paper”;
just ome of the BLittle lickients
that Hownrd worked himsslf inig
.« . and out of . . and hrought
alioui his receni citation from ihe
president. .

“By now il's_no mililary zecret
thot the uir corps droppelf us 28
miles frem our planned drop
ane; and, gs infellegence officer.
Li. Hensliegh made the necessnry
contacts with the French peaple
anad the French snderground forces
to {ind our posilion en the wway and
get the band of troapers moving
tawards our abjeelive, Blosl of
the way there, L. Hensliegh took
up the posilion of tke lead scout.

“Then there was the big night
nitack an Luew Ares ... a slory in
itseil, of chamny Jerries throurh
grape vineyards and ravines in
the Bluek of nighl . . . and fin-
ally laring contact wlth the {lee-
ing ecnemy.

3 .
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“Dawn foumd un in posilions juat
oulgide of the town, wandering
4 and ‘how many' as we stl-
ied the town through field glnsscs.

“Mensleigh led the palrol to find
out. It congisted of one sauad.
picked at randoem from = com-
pany, and they maved gggressive-
Jy right inls the fown .. . ¢over-
ing cach otlier from opposile aides
of the sirect.

“A group of exeited ¥French peo-

ple met them in ene doorwsy:
with  exciled explosions of wards
and pexiures, from which 1he pa-
trol picked up Unee wonds . . ..
‘Germuns .. .. Americans prison-
ersl’

“They surroended the house the
French people had indiented. wd
L Henzleigh sl a few of the men
siormed i

“Doors flew open. paratraopers
appeared from  evervwhere, anc
the German guards slood terri-
fied as they faced the ‘Butchers
with DBig lockets,” XNeeidless to
say,. the Tourteer American pris-
eners sent b u word of thanks to
pld Geronimo when they saw them
« . « they were all from: one of the
irfaniry divisions that had made
the beach landing, and gane ahend
an a spenrhead patrol.

“Hensleigh distributed the Jerry
sweapans  to  the Yanks, und they
started out of the huilaing. Apain
they were met by a group of ex.
cited natives who, through an ef.
fervescence of chatter and sign:
janguage, told them that a Ger-
man patrol was coming down the)
stropt, i

“Hownrd cignailed to the men
iv split. formation and take vover
behind the walls on both sides of |
the street, and wailed . .. liston-
inz ta the ciomp of appreschinge
hols-nailed bonts  on the cobble-
stones.

“When the ‘supermen’ were well
within the irap set by ike troap- |
ers, Bensleizh rave Lthe signal, In,
a flash the walls were linet with,
srense-paint smeared faces ., L
all set well behiwd the business.
eitd of tommypans, vifles am! var-
hiney, Hehing to issue oul fhose
‘one way tickels e Valhally'

“Toere was a wibl clatier of Jong
rifles  and squitle hehnels  hit-
tingr the grounsi . . . and sheatz of
‘Kamerped?”  And 5o 1he patrnl re-
turned, leading eight Jerrivs hack
and fuourtcen Anmerican bovs to Le
reiurned fo their units.

“That's part of the «tory hehind
that bit of hright-colored ribbon
you might  see over |t. ilen-

SInghk yodm., and  muach more
than he would ever tell you. Jle-
cause il vou know him,. veu know
he doesn't  talk much  aboul the
ithings hic’s done. And if vou weet
ning on the campus after te war,
he'll juet bie come mice, quiet guy
whe ix studving aw on the ean-
pug’t
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Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: Identify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payable to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly

19 Oriole Court

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Website www.517prct.org

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives
2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives
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