MailCall No. 2301
December 6, 2015

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment
460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion
596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company

PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

MailCall News

RE: Still with you

BEN: William H. Smith, 2nd Hdgrs, 517. Still alive. Still doing calisthenics every morning just like at
Toccoa. Part of what keeps me going without a cane at 90. Thanks for the great work you do for us.

William H. Smith

Thank you again for a great Mail Call. You keep on keeping us together, and it is a true gift.

It makes it even harder to announce that, with a heavy heart, we must cancel plans for the Kissimmee
reunion. This is hard, and it's hard even to type it. However, we have had only limited interest - the
Ross family, Phil McSpadden, and of course Allan Johnson and Leo Dean. My best guess is that
we'd have maybe ten people.

Hosting the reunion means airline travel, car rental and hotel - and we want all to know as soon as
possible that those expenses shouldn't be incurred this year. Neither Helen Beddow nor | live in the
Kissimmee area, making it even more difficult.

We had so much fun in New Orleans, and | really wish we could contemplate another national reunion in
that vein while our troopers are able to attend. | will never forget hearing about the Supreme Court gay
marriage decision on Bourbon Street with our guys.

| suppose that this cancellation makes the Palm Springs reunion the next National Reunion, for now.

Onward! Airborne all the way.

Claire Giblin
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dear friends,

We are so sorry when we read about all those terrorist shooting in US and all these lives that were taken
away.

Let us help each other to fight against the fanaticism.
kisses and hugs from Sospel, France

Patricia et Roland Orengo

Merry Christmas and thank you to all you guys who have served and can relate to this video. | have
been on a welcoming group to "Honor Flight Veterans" who come to the WW Il Memorial and the other
War Memorials here in D.C. and saw the raw emotion of those living Vets being recognized for their
service. This video shows the respect given to those who come home in a different situation..

Frank Ramos

Subject: Angel Flight - Bringing Home Fallen Heroes

Can't forget

If you're an American you’re honor-bound to watch this. | promise you, you won'’t regret it.

One reason it is called ‘Angel’, is when the plane releases its decoy flares, as is shown in several of the
pictures, it creates an Angel shape in the smoke

This is beautiful. God bless the Veterans!

Click here: Angel Flight
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Sometimes ago my son and | have adopted the grave of these 2 paratroopers buried in the Henri-
Chapelle american cemetery in Belgium.

After some researches, my son has found a picture of Mertz [PFC Mertz Lampella, H Company KIA
Jan 13, 1945 near Stavelot) on Google. | help him and we are now in contact with Mertz's little nieces
and nephews in the USA. We have received some pics of Mertz and some copies of the letters he
wrote to his family during the war but not a story.

We are now members of the LAMPELLA family and we are proud of if.

| have begun to write the story of Mertz so I try to have the most information | can.

I have bought books, read a lot of things about the 517th

| have begun to make some researches about John CASSELMAN ( 2nd bat E company) \but don't
find a lot of things ( no picture or story).

Could you help me to have more information about these 2 paratroopers ?

Thank you for your helps

Claude KALBUSCH
rue Paul d'Andrimont 128
4630 SOUMAGNE

Lt. John W. Casselman was awarded a bronze star (posthumously):

From: http://517prct.org/documents/1945 april 30 bronze stars2.pdf
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| may be able to help with Kelly's question. My uncle ,Thomas Leon Rea, was also killed on Feb. 9th
1945 and my research found that he was killed by a German 88 that hit the building that he and maybe
others were residing. | was born in 1947 and it has been my honor to carry his name since then.

Thomas L Rea

Here are some pages from the Sept 1973 Thunderbolt my Dad had

Lory Curtis

Mel Edwards, Secretary-

James Mackenzie, President Treasurer / Editor

15820 Kamala Ct. 2117 - 67th Street
Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005 Lubbock, Texas 79412
Phone: 414-781-3466 Published for former Troopers of the 51 7th Parachuite Combat Team Phone: 806-744-7356

S17th PARNCHUTE RE-UNION INVADED THE FRENCH QUARTER OF NEW DRLEANS WITHOUT A CASUALTY ON AUG. 12
Although everywhere you looked, and on every corner in the French Quarter of New Urleans, there
were clearly visable signs reading " OFF LIMITS S17th PARACHUTE RE-UNION", with & number of
TS isdom, and cautious approach, some 350 former Troopers, Wives and kids captured and
rench Uuarter without a single known casualty. The Royal Sonesta Hotel, &

nashaks B3 NC Nes S

U EQ altcnhing
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ted when in old New Orleens, First 11 deserved th

€s £d & Nits Jolly, Re- Chairmen, who did @ grest job setting up the whole re-union, al-
" thought they lived some 300 miles away. A special thanks to thoes who helped £d & Nita too.

Ed & Nita want to add, that they surely hoped everyone enjoyed the re-union just half as much

as they enjoyed putting it cn.

N few other casualties of minor nature were, Gene Brinkman, G.Co., arrived and found no room,

& with tactful approach, €d Jolly, Gene Champlin, Hq. 1, Dr. Phil DiStanislao, N. Co., managed

to set Gene up in a supply room with requistioned rollsway bed, although'a littie later some-

one was heard screaming up and down the hall about a lost rollaway bed.....) groupe of early

birdsbirds , had to borrow waiters jacket to get in a very swenk restaurant, at which time

Joe Williams, B Co., & Jim Wallis Hg. 1, presented their old buddy; i\l Sebel C. Co., with nis

old tennis shoes, they had stolen from him in earlier years on an Oregon fishinag trip, il

graciously accepted the bronzed-plaque shoes with a few choice words, no one was thown aut of

the place, so thus these early birds & path finders mede it more easy for the main groupe io

b2 fully accepted in the French Querter. It was reported the closest of anyons being thrown in
Juil, wes Funky Dungeon and 2 few other wild "Nerthwesterners" keppone place going until B:30 .0,
Aeportedly, Erle Ehly slipped into an "Dff Limits place, Pat 0'Brians, and sst tha: place up for
tne arriving troopers. N couple of Texas boys, Ed Ellington & Darrell Wells Hg. lst lost their
shoes, and were found later in a rather upique place. The Hotel manacement broke up one 4:30 4.

ifig?ing;zgitg..ﬁhich digqlope?hlater into a Brer ,n's“Breakfﬁsta which brgught abggttsome_?ore
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of the "uwh

WHILE ON THE SUBJECT HERE IS A LITTLE HISTURY ﬂﬂ,THIS AN, THAT THE 2nd BﬁTTnLION CLﬂIIS THAT
THEY STARTrD OFF ON THE QICHT FOUT .o Generel Seitz, was born

- in Levenworth, Kan., and was

the

stayed with unit until war endec
has served with the 11th Airbo n .
Joint Brazil-USMilitary Commis: ser
of Vietnam, First as Deputy Commanding Gene us
Commanding General, and then Chief of Steff, U.S. Army Vi
have been Commanding Officer, 2nd ﬂlrborne Battle .
Commander, and then Chief of Staff, G-3 - XVIII Airborn agg
other assignments have been tours in thas Pentagon, and of Tmy Assistant Deputy Chief
Staff for Personmel, until July this year when he became ommanding General XVIII Airborne
Corps & Ft. Brago. The General has also attened many military schools, such 4s the Ncmed Forces
Staff School, Army Language School, Sanz School of Languages, plus receving many decorations,
sbich as Silver Star, Tuwo Legions of Merit, Two Bronze Stars, Nir Medal, Purple Heart, fFrench
Croix de Guerre with Palm, Korean Order of Military Merit, National Order of Vietnam Sth Class,
8razilian Ouque De Cexiz, Urder of the Pacificodos. He is a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha
Fraternity and the Scabbard & 8lade, and he is keenly interest in sports as a morale and health
builder. s many of you will remember, General Seitz, married the former Bettie Jean Mlerrill,
of Ellis, Kansas in June 1945 at J01gny, France. Four Children, Patric
Victaria followed. To up.
Kansas Boy".ﬁ....,ﬁ;fﬁ
BUSIKESS MEETING ON WEDNESDAY A.M. OPENED BY W. J."BILL" BOYLE, PRESIDEN i i
The main topic of discussion was the site of the next Re-Union. A number of places were named
s possible sites, Phlladelphla, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Raleigh-ft. Brago. Consid-
erable discussion came about, pro & con about the various sites suggested, and for some reasan
Raleigh-ft. Bragg area kept popping back into the discussion. The aeneral opinion seemed to
be that the S17th Re-union evén with age, still had "Friends" in that arez. That settled the
cuestion, so for a number of resasons, the next re-union will be in 1975 or two years rather
than three betwsen re-unions. So all of you, its not to early to start making your plans now.
1975 will be over 30 years since, you were in North Carolina, so without @ doubt it would be
safe to say, you would have no fear of returning. All thoes pretty North Carolina girls, that
you mede all thoes promises to, have since married themselves, and besides with all that grey
hair and wrinkles, you have now, they would not probably recognize you anyway, so it will be
entirely safe,we assure you to make your plans and be at the next re-union in 1975, Towards
the and of the business meeting, there was a rigged election, which got James flacKenzie, Hg. 2nd,
elected as President, and B. Co., West Texas Soy, me... Mel Edwards, elected - Sec-Treas. .
-1m asked (tertin J. Setter, Chariotte, & Clarsnce E. fMcCollum, Fayetteville to act es Co-Chairmen.

ith Fres. Jim, netting the Glory, and Sec-Treas. fiel putting the word cut, and liartin & Clarence
dnlnn the work, and with our "influential friends", WE PRONISE THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE CGNE
FELLUA 517th PARACHUTE RE=-UNION IN AUGUST 1975 AT IN OR NBOUT RALEIGH & FT. SRAGG, N.C. Nouw that
ic a auarantoe in weiting. You just cen't get one like that everydayeeecee

.

= e TR, METTCLOIT a1 Cw  or e sy
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NBOVE... THIS PHOTO REFLECTS N RATHER DISTINGUISAZD LOCKING KIDOLE AGED GROUPT FROK HQ. m-'&‘ k
2nd 8n., EXCEPT FOR ONE WHO CAN STILL EASILY PASS HINSELF OFF AS A YOUNC WéN.....
Standing . L-R... Martin J. Setter, Co-Cheirsan 1375 Re-Union, Se= Povich, Lester Hold- |

) D

ridae, Joe Wuko, and the young looking Gentleman, Lt. Genersl Richerd J."Dick" Seitz,
former CO of the 2nd Bn. Next is Col. Tom Cross (Ret) former Exec..0fficer of 2nd BN.,
and Forrest J. Turnar.... Kneeling is 5Gifl Hubert M. Ingle, whe has made a career of the
\irborne. & James H. MacKenzie, newly slected President of the 1575 Raleigh-f t. Bragg
Re-Union. Not a bad looking bunch, considering ‘some of them'"lugoed " them 81 mm's &
50 Cal. machines over half of hell and back. Harry Robinson & 8ill Lewis missed picture.

MailCall # 2301 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 6 of 8



mailto:MailCall@517prct.org

517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

T PRESIDENT, W.J.(Wild 8ill) Boyle) front center kneeling takes a look at the
comera with a sizable groupe of his old lst &n. members. 1t appears Hgs. lst Bn. bunch are

IMEDINTE PAS

o the 2nd Bn. Groupe. Standino in rear row... Left
to Right are....Gene Champlin, Erle thly, Emmett Ebert, Darrell Wells, H.G."Sug" Lauwrence,
Ed Jolly, Dr. Ben Sulliven, Danny Coleman, Welt Smith, Joe Sliskis, .... Standing 2nd Row
Don Fraser,(Imediate Past Secretary-Tress) £d £1lington, Luis Feirhurst, Jim Wallis...
Front row kneeling... Joe Kelly, Barry Berstelll, 8ill Boyle, Dale Booth & Bob Anderson.

holding up quite well or about the same u
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Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: Identify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payable to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly

19 Oriole Court

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Website www.517prct.org

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives
2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives
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