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2015 Reunions! 
 

 
Guys, it is time to plan!  The 517 year moves on -  
 
Kissimmee - January 2015 on MLK weekend.  This year - January 17, 18 and 19.  Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday.  Of course, there will be arrivals on Thursday and Friday, and the hospitality room should 
be open Friday night.  Banquet Monday; getaway day on Tuesday the 20th. 
 
Palm Springs March 9-13, 2015!!  
New Orleans National Reunion!!!!  late June, 2015.  Find a trooper, bring memories of troopers 
who've made their final jump, and plan on it!!! 
 
Back to France - August, 2015.  Sospel was fantastic this year.  Anyone interested in October, 2015?   
 
Observances in France in the years like 66 and 69th anniversaries tend to be smaller, yes - but you can 
meet more people really interested in the 517.  Please think about it if you're inclined and able! 
 
Airborne! 
 
Claire Giblin (and Karen Walace) 

 
 
Hi, Lory -  Earl Whisenhunt, G Co. is still looking for his Thunderbolt.   
… 
He says that he's still living by himself - he's 94 now - and is looking to Kissimmee!   
 
Claire 
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MailCall News 
 

 
Congratulations to Roland and Patricia Orengo! 
 
Roland and Patricia Orengo were recently recognized as 
'PRODUCTEUR ARTISAN DE QUALITE' by the College Culinaire de 
France for their saffron, and also for their olive oils and olive pastes. 
 
To learn about the 
College Culinaire, 
visit: 
 http://www.college-
culinaire-de-france.fr/ 
 

 
Here is a picture of 

Roland collecting the 
saffron threads, with the 

help of Allan Johnson. --> 
 
Note:  Saffron is one of the world’s most costly 
spices by weight.  It takes roughly 150 flowers 
together to yield just 1g (0.035 oz) of dry saffron 
threads. 
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The U.S. Army Has Quietly Created a New 
Commando Division 

1st Special Forces Command brings together thousands of Green Berets 
 

On Sept. 30, the U.S. Army unceremoniously 
stood up a new headquarters—the 1st Special 
Forces Command—at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. The division-level unit brings together 
more than 15,000 Green Berets and other 
special troops in a single new organization. 
 
Previously, the Army’s Special Operations 
Command had directly controlled all of these 
troops plus others on a wide range of missions. 
The idea behind the new HQ is to assemble a 
force specifically tailored for dealing with what 
the Pentagon calls “hybrid warfare.” 
 

Simply put, hybrid warfare is a blend of straight-up traditional combat—with infantry, tanks and artillery—
and secretive insurgency. Probably the biggest practitioner of hybrid warfare is Russia. 
 
Just look at what’s going on in Ukraine, where Russian-supplied separatist insurgents are fighting 
alongside disguised Russian troops in an attempt to seize territory from the government in Kiev and 
bring it under Moscow’s sway. 
 

Among other tasks, the U.S. Army’s new 1st Special Forces Command could help the ground 

combat branch counter hybrid warfare—by sending Green Beret advisers to train, advise and lead 

native troops in embattled countries. 
 
“This is … a real requirement based on Russia’s hybrid warfare approach, as well as the need for 
partners in places like Libya, Syria and Iraq, where we want to help stabilize the chaos,” Navy captain 
Robert Newson, a fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, said of the new Army HQ. 
 
“This reorganization has been in the planning roughly a year,” the Army’s main Special Forces 
headquarters explained. “[The Command] will not be fully capable until July 2015.” 
 
To be fair, training foreign fighters—“unconventional warfare,” the military calls it—has long been a main 
mission for Army Special Forces, albeit one that had fallen out of favor recently. 
 
After 9/11, the Pentagon deployed Special Forces and Army Rangers, Navy SEALs and other Special 
Operations Forces all over the world to fight insurgents and hunt terrorists. They largely took “direct 
action”—hitting the bad guys on their own—rather than working through local forces. 
 
But from the 1940s into the 1990s, the Special Forces mostly practiced unconventional warfare—
indirect action, if you will, and the focus of the new 1st Special Forces Command. In that way, the new 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org


517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2244    Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 6 of 7 

 

HQ brings Special Forces “back to its roots,” said Newson, a SEAL officer who served in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Yemen. 
 
This indirect method of warfare is ideal in situations where an American presence could be “too costly or 
be counter-productive,” Newson explained. 
 

 
American commandos during an exercise in 2012. 
At top—a Special Forces soldier in Afghanistan. 
Army photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 1st Special Operations Command will bring together all the units that are best at unconventional 
missions, including Green Berets, psychological warfare experts, civil affairs specialists and special 
logistics personnel. 
 
The division-level headquarters will not include the unique planes and helicopters of the 160th Special 
Operation Aviation Regiment or the 75th Ranger Regiment’s elite infantry. These units will stick to direct 
action. 
 
The Army wants the new HQ to be able to quickly assemble Green Beret task forces to handle specific 
crises. These temporary task forces would draw on the personnel from within 1st Special Forces 
Command—and potentially pair them up with commandos from the Navy, Marines and Air Force. 
 
And under the same plan that creates 1st Special Forces Command, the fourth battalion in each of the 
Army’s seven Special Forces Groups will reorganize specifically for working with allied troops, with new 
detachments of Green Berets that 1st Special Forces Command will be able to peel off and send 
overseas. 
 
These elements will be reminiscent of the “Jedburghs” from World War II, according to an official 
briefing. 
 
Jedburghs were the paramilitary arm of Allied intelligence organizations like the Office of Strategic 
Services—the predecessor of the Central Intelligence Agency. The Jedburgh commandos sneaked into 
Axis-occupied Europe and Asia to work with resistance groups and harass occupying forces. 
 
Now, the Army’s new Special Forces structure doesn’t actually add manpower. In fact, the Green Berets 
will actually cut 1,000 people in order to stay within shrinking budgets, an official told War Is Boring. 
 
https://medium.com/war-is-boring/the-u-s-army-has-quietly-created-a-new-commando-division-
2b90961b4821 
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
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