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Darrell C. Egner, 2
nd

 Battalion HQ 

 
 
There will be a smile on my face, laughter in my heart, and warmth in my soul because Darrell Egner 
was my friend. We will miss you Darrell. I can only imagine the ruckus you and your buddies are 
causing on the other side.  
 
Tim Curtis

 
 
I am so saddened to hear of the passing of Darrell Egner.  He was a very good friend and I will miss 
him dearly.  Darrell served on our board and as President of the 517th PRCT Association.  I can 
remember seeking guidance and counsel from him many times about 517th issues.  He will be deeply 
missed.   
 
I have attached a few pictures of Darrell and his 517th friends from the most recent mini reunions in 
Florida.  My prayers and condolences go out to the Egner family.  May the Lord bless you in your time of 
grief.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lory V. Curtis, son of Bud Curtis Hq, 1st Bn
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MailCall News 

 
Sent from my iPad     Homer B. Leonard age 89  a native Houstonian passed away on August.21,2014.   
I didn't know him. He was in the 517th prct. Maybe you can find what co. He was in. I always check the 
obit. To see if I'm in it. Thanks! 
 
Mel Trenary 
 
Homer B. Leonard was with D Company. 

 
 

Homer B. Leonard age 89, a native Houstonian, & Spicewood, Tx resident passed 
peacefully on August 21, 2014. . He was preceded in death by his wife, Renate, who 
was the love of his life for 50 years. He was a '43 graduate of Culver Military 
Academy Co.C and served in WWII in the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat 
Team. He went on to graduate from Rice University. 
 
He was very adventurous in life and left a huge footprint on many people's hearts. 
Homer is survived by his two sons, Leslie and Larry Leonard, his daughter, Renee 
Leonard White, four grandchildren, Erin O'Neill Garcia, Matthew O'Neill, Alexander 
Leonard and Nicholas Leonard, and one great grandchild Claire Garcia. 

Memorial services to be held on October 24 at 3pm at Bee Creek United Methodist Church, 3000 Bee 
Creek Rd., Spicewood, Tx 
 
Condolences may be sent to: www.harrellfuneralhomes.com.  
 
Pvt. Homer B. Leonard was with D Company. 

 
 
Dear Bob, 
 
Enclosed is the report of a trip Phil DiStanislao and Charlie Keen, A and B Companies, took in 1985. 
 
It should bring back memories for Maria Gaspar, Arnold and Irma Tragnion. 
 
It probably will awaken many forgotten memories for members of the above two companies. 
 
Merle McMorrow

 
 
 
This is a long (67 pages) but wonderful account of Phil and Charlie’s 1985.  Along the way they visited 
many towns and places in Belgium, and met lots of Belgian friends.  Phil wrote in great detail, and 
included many of his war-time experiences mixed in from the places he visited.  -- BB 
 

Paths of December by Dr. Phillip T. DiStanislao (1985) 
 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.harrellfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.517prct.org/reunions/1985_belgium_trip_report/1985%20Belgium%20Trip%20Report.pdf
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Can I confirm I have been added to the mall call list? 
 
Kind Regards 
Darren Bond (from the UK) 
 
ATTACK!! 

 
 
Hello Darren, 
  
I just added you to the MailCall list.  We send out the 517th MailCalls weekly.  You can unsubscribe 
yourself at any time. 
  
Can I ask what is your connection to the 517th? 
  
Bob Barrett

 
 
Great! Many thanks.. I am a living historian, and researcher from the UK. Have had an interest in the 
517th and Op Dragoon for many years. This year in August was the 5th year in a row I have been in 
Provence around Le Motte to celebrate and remember Op Dragoon. Was again honoured to meet Leo 
Dean, Allan Johnson, Joe Bail and Merle McMorrow. 
 
In October myself and my group in honour of Gene Frice who passed in Aug and his good friend Gary 
Davis, who I am in regular contact with his Granddaughter Megan. We plan to do a display here in the 
UK to remember the fight for hill 1098 and F Company.  
 
If it’s of interest to yourself and your readers we would love to be able to write up a report and or send 
some pictures over to you for the website or the mail call. 
 
For my research I am very keen to correspond with members of 517th if you think this is possible? 
 
Kind regards  
 
Darren 

 
 
I have only been to Provence once in 2009 with my dad, Ben Barrett, the year before he died.  I hope to 
get back there again for the celebrations.  Maybe next year. 
 
Yes, please send me a report about the F Company remembrance if you can. 
 
If you want to correspond with anyone in the 517th, you are more than welcome.  One way to ask 
questions would be to send me an email and I can post it in the weekly MailCall if you like. 
 
Thanks, 
Bob Barrett  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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It has been 2 weeks now - just want to share some highlights/thoughts about the 70th anniversary trip to 
Provence 

 Patou and Roland - their hospitality and devotion during our stay in 
Sospel was unbelievable!!  Yummy meals (for all 17 of us -!!) nite after nite, day after day; very 
touching service at their memorial; chauffeur services; tour of Col de Bras and Hill 1098; playing 
water polo against and losing to Patou's Team "The Destroyers"; sipping Rose on their veranda 
under a beautiful Sospel full moon - an awesome, delightful stay at "Chateau Orengo" as well 
as at Jean-Marie and Michele's quaint Inn.  

 Leo re-liberating Chateau Sainte Rosaline and it's vineyards for the umpteenth time  
 Merle McMorrow auditioning for the Tonite Show including sharing "fitness" tips; Merle also 

captivating Elisabeth and the young lady Biker at Col Des Bras  
 The continuing devotion and worship of the French re-enactors, townspeople, and families shown 

to our guys  
 Very, very touching ceremonies at The Rhone Cemetery at Drauginan including our own private 

one - thanks to our President, Alan for "arranging" for this and Claire for coordinating the details 
with Alison.   

 Eric and Jean-Michel - merci beaucoup for all the hard work, friendship, and support in the Var 
Region  

 Alan, Leo, Joe and Merle - French media celebrities all  
 Outdoor dining at La Motte (great dancing!), Les Arcs (courtesy of Wade Gilbert  - thanks for the 

pizza and beers Wade!), and Drauginan - Helen - save me another dance!  
 Assisting in folding one of the lowered flags at the Rhone Cemetery and sharing a very emotional 

moment upon Alison's handing the flag to Dick Field of the 551st  
 On my last day in Nice - giving my last two 517th pins to a shopkeeper, (who started to weep) 

and a young lady singing Edith Piaf and other French 1940's era songs (she was damn good) 
in Garibaldi Plaza 

Airborne! 

Tom Copsey 
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http://517prct.org/photos/3rd_battalion_I_Co/i_co_mackall.htm 

Regarding the I company photo, Marvin Moles is standing 8th from the left, first row. 

Captain Fastia is 14th from the left, 1st row. 

Marvin Moles identified Woodrow McQuaid as being the second man from the left, 1st row. I 
contacted some of Woodrow's distant relatives and asked them if they saw Woodrow anywhere on this 
photo, and they also concluded he was 2nd from left. This is therefore the photo of Woodrow I used in 
my book. 

Jean-Loup Gassend 

 
 
I remember someone saying that many these photos were taken as panoramas, with the camera slowly 
panning from one side to the other while everyone tried to stay still.  That allowed the flag-bearer, once 
the camera was past him, to run around behind the cameraman and set up on the other side.  
Apparently there was only one flag?  I may be mistaken, but the trooper holding the flag on the left does 
appear to be a twin of the flag-bearer on the right. – BB 
 

http://517prct.org/photos/3rd_battalion_I_Co/i_co_mackall.htm 

 
 
Found on the internet: 
 
Stephens County Sun (Breckenridge, Tex.), Vol. 11, No. 5, Ed. 1 Thursday, October 3, 1940 
 

 
 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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http://517prct.org/photos/3rd_battalion_I_Co/i_co_mackall.htm
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This is a copy of the article he [Loïc 'Jack' 
Jankowiak] wrote about the 517th. It is in 
French. I am trying to get a translation. But 
it is 12 pages about the 517th! 
 
Chris Walters, grandson of Cpl. Virgil 
Dunlevy 
 
Read the French version here:  
http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/2232/MG3
25-517_PIR.pdf 

 
Does anyone have the skill and time to 
translate this into English for us hackers? -
- BB 

 
 
In last week’s MailCall, there was some discussion about the number of weapons that Dunlevy was 
carrying in the magazine cover photo, including the M3 “grease gun” over chest.  I found this website 
which describes some of the weapons used in WW2 by Rangers and paratroopers:  
http://www.2ndrangerbattalion.org/weaponry.html 
 

M3A1 SUBMACHINE GUN 
The M3 "Grease Gun" (more formally United States Submachine 
Gun, Cal. .45, M3/M3A1) was a submachine gun developed by 
the United States during World War II as a cheap substitute for 
the Thompson. It was nicknamed the Grease Gun because of its 
resemblance to an automotive grease gun, and because it 
contained an oil reservoir in the grip. 
 
When World War II began, the Thompson submachine gun was 
the standard U.S. submachine gun. However, the Thompson was comparatively expensive in terms of machining 
and time to manufacture.  The .45 caliber M3 was adopted in 1942, designed specifically for simplified production 
using pressed and stamped metal parts. The gun was made by welding two pressed-metal shells together to form 
the exterior of the weapon.  Far easier to manufacture than the Thompson, the M3 incorporated several updated 
design features, including a barrel that detached without tools, and a bolt that rode on two wire guide springs. A 
low cyclic rate of fire and straight-line recoil thrust made it easier to control than many other submachine guns, 
especially during automatic fire, though the spindly wire-frame stock fit few users and was rather too short. 
 
The M3 was designed to be a disposable firearm once damaged or disabled, and no spare parts were provided to 
Army ordnance commands. This decision proved to be a minor catastrophe after inevitable supply bottlenecks 
caused reserve stocks of the M3 to run out in certain commands, forcing ordnance technicians to make 
emergency repairs and fabricate pawl springs in order to provide frontline units with operating weapons. 
 
The M3 used the blowback method of operation. It could be fired only in fully-automatic mode, but experienced 
soldiers could usually fire single shots with it due to its very low rate of fire (400–450 rounds per minute). 
----- 
Not surprising, this website does not have anything listed about the “M-1918 knuckle knife strapped to 
his right leg”.  With some quick Wikipedia research, I’m thinking that Dunlevy’s knife is actually a Mark 1 
“knuckleduster” trench knife:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_knife  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/2232/MG325-517_PIR.pdf
http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/2232/MG325-517_PIR.pdf
http://www.2ndrangerbattalion.org/weaponry.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_knife
http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/2232/MG325-517_PIR.pdf
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Also found this in the Cumberland Evening News, March 23 , 
1943: 
 
This has to be a typo.  The 517th didn’t really have a band did 
it? -- BB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I noticed that the 517th Treasurer lives in Saratoga Springs NY.  So does my Aunt Charlotte who is 
Albert M. Robinson's sister.  it is, indeed, a small world. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Cindy Karst

 
 

Submitted by Comments: 

Name: Bekki Filipczak 
From: Northfield, NJ 
E-mail: bekkiffilipczak@gmail.com 

Thanks in part to this website I was finally 
able to track down the family of Allen 
Douglas; the man who saved his life on 

September 9, 1944. My grandfather, 
Henry Filipczak, is now 90 and this was a 
great blessing for all of us. 

 
Added: September 8, 2014 
 

 
 
  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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Hi Steve [Gomez],  
  
This is a real longshot, but I have to ask.  By 
chance, I ran across an old newspaper article 
that mentions a Sgt. Joe Sanford of Texas, 
who fought in the Army Airborne.  It doesn’t 
say which unit.  Then I found in an old MailCall 
that you mentioned years ago that your father 
married the sister of a Sgt. Joe Sanford of the 
460th. 
  
This clipping (attached) couldn’t be about the 
same Joe Sanford could it? 
  
Bob Barrett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Port Arthur TX News, June 9, 1946 
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Bob, 
 
Your long shot has paid off, it is the same Joe Sanford of B Battery. 
 
His marriage to Anna was very short lived however. They divorced soon after her arrival in Texas. 
Joe and my dad were best buddies from Camp Toccoa thru the war till they parted ways during the 
Bulge. Attached are some notes that Joe wrote down in the 1980's. I have no idea how he got separated 
from the 460th and wound up with the 101st near Bastogne, he may have been wounded and left with 
them. 
 
The irony is that Joe carried a photo of my dad's 
baby sister with him and insisted that he was going 
to marry her when the war was over while dad let 
him know he wasn't going to allow it. They did go on 
a date after he divorced Anna but nothing 
developed. Dad re-enlisted in 1948 in the 82nd 
Airborne artillery and after his hitch was over 
married Joe's sister Ann (my mom) in 1953. Joe was 
best man and during the ceremony whispered to my 
dad that he wasn't going to allow him to marry his 
sister. They both had a good laugh during what 
would have been a solemn moment. Attachment is 
from the same newspaper "The Port Arthur News". 
 
Leah and I returned to Southern France last month 
to observe the 70th anniversary of Dragoon but our 
jump on Le Muy got weathered out. As a 
consolation I did get to fire the 75 Pack Howitzer at 
the Valbourges Estate! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99lWD12MqLM 
 
Also Merle McMorrow and Joe Bale pulling the 
lanyard together... 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zAu2iu8bx4 
 
Thanks for the email Bob and the excellent job on 
the Mail Call! 
 
Airborne! 
 
Steve  
 
 
Steve Gomez is the son of Benito Gomez, 460th PFAB, B Battery  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99lWD12MqLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zAu2iu8bx4
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Hello Bob, Ray Estrella here. Please add me to the 517 email list.  
 
My connection to the 517 is as follows: 1. My Father-In-Law was Bert Duran - A Co -517 2. My former 
CO in 12th Special Forces was the late Col Gene Frice , a good friend, mentor, and confidant. May he 
rest in peace ! 3. I was the founding President of Chapter 78 - US Army Special Forces Association, 
which we named after a 517 member, Lt Col Frank J. Dallas.  
 
Thank you, 
 
J.R."Ray" Estrella 
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Administrivia 
 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
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