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My heartfelt condolences go out the Frice family. | knew Gene
very well, in fact he called me a week after | retired to wish me a

happy retirement. We talked on the phone for about a 1/2

hour. It was so good to hear his voice, and to know he cared
about people. We talked about his upcoming trip back to France
with his family for the 70th anniversary of the combat jump of the
517th. He was very excited about returning to France. We then
discussed having a National reunion next year in New Orleans to
visit the World War Il museum. | then told him | would like the
following year in 2016 to have a reunion in Portland, Oregon. |
told him the first reunion | attended with my Dad and brother back
in 2006 was his reunion in Portland. It was such a wonderful
place to visit and we had so much fun. Gene was very excited
about the prospect of holding another reunion and said he would
alert his daughters. Karen and Robin have been such a big
support of the 517th. We are so grateful for you dedication to this
organization. Finally, | am deeply sadden by Gene's departure,
but know he is in a better place with family planning for eternity. |

grew up in Long Beach, CA) and the other 517th troopers on that
side of the veil of life. May God Bless the Frice family.
Here are some pictures | took of Colonel Gene Sir Frice.

Lory Curtis, son of Bud Curtis, HQ, 1st Bn
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From the bottom of my heart | must say "God bless Gene Frice". | had the good fortune of making his
acquaintance at the Salt Lake City Reunion. He was tinkering with the video machine there that was
needed for a presentation and had it up and going in short order. He was like so many of the 517th
guys that | met there, in being helpful with answering questions and making everyone feel welcome. To
me he seemed so spry and full of energy. Bless his family also as I'm sure the unexpected nature of the
illness also caught them off guard. I'm sure he is back with the boys of F Co. answering roll call.

Love, Jerry Wofford, Nephew Of A Buzzard

Thank you for the great pictures and articles on Gene Frice. What a man! What a joy, gift and privilege
to have known him and his family. We thank the Good Lord for him and all that he did not only in WWII
but thereafter. As already said, what a man! We hope the Frice family knows that they are in our
thoughts and prayers. We wish there was more that we could do for them at this

moment. Although Gene may be having a great time reunited with his Band of Brothers, we will miss
him here. All our love.

Sincerely,
Pat Seitz and Alan Greer

Gene's unexpected death on almost the eve of the 70th Anniversary is most poignant. Tonight Alan and
| were thinking of those members of the 517th and their families who are presently in France to
commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the Southern Invasion of France tomorrow at 3 a.m. We
remember all the extraordinary members of the 517th who have gone on to their heavenly reward and
we salute and cherish those whom we are so blessed to have with us -- Howard, Merle, Darrell, Tom to
name just a few. God bless you and keep you close to His heart always.

Pat and Alan

So sorry to hear about the passing of Colonel Gene Frice. It was always such a highlight for me to
spend time with Gene at reunions, and hear stories about his lifetime of adventure. Gene always made
me feel so welcome and a part of the 517" family. Gene was a true American hero from the greatest
generation. I’'m sure he has gone home to family, friends, fresh powdered slopes and the best waves in
heaven. Thoughts and prayers to Gene’s family.

Tim Curtis son of Harland “Bud” Curtis

Sorry to hear of Col. Frice's passing. He was a good man who served his Country well in times of war
and peace. | join my Father and the Cross family in sending our heart felt condolences to Gene's
family.

Wayne Cross
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| was contacted by the movie producers of Saints and Soldiers and was invited to the premier of the
new movie Saints and Soldiers the Void. | know you have been posting the movie trailer on mailcall so
perhaps many have seen it. | asked for four tickets and Mike Wells and our wives attended the
premier last night. The movie comes out in theaters this Friday August 15th. Which is ironic in the fact
that it is the day we celebrate our 517th troopers making their combat jump into southern

France. Although the movie is
about a tank unit, it starts out with
airborne paratroopers jumping
into France, so it set a good

tone. The movie is good, and (of
course | still think "Airborne
Creed" is the best!!!) you will
enjoy it. Attached is a picture of
Mike and | at the premier wearing
our 517th shirts. We had our own
little mini reunion last night to
celebrate the 517th as many of
our folks are in France attending
ceremonies commemorating the
combat jump.

Airborne All the Way!

Lory Curtis

When | saw the newsletter and watched the video with the young man holding the flag until he collapsed
in his father's arms, it brought back an old memory. (MailCall 2226)

Many years ago when | saw the movie Camelot there was a scene that | was reminded of as | watched
the video in your newsletter. In the movie King Arthur is getting ready for battle. His knights are now in
war against him. He sees that the freedoms and the justice he worked so hard to establish that brought
everything to a greater ideal, and many years of peace, might now be destroyed. He knows how
important the battle is and what losing it will mean.

At the end of the movie they show a young boy who has basically stowed away to fight on King Arthur's
side. King Arthur sees him and brings him out of the place he is hiding in. He ends up asking him why
he wants to be involved in the fight, and he says, basically, to ensure that the ideals that they built will
not be lost.

King Arthur is so moved that he 'knights him' with his Excalibur. He tells him that his mission is to tell
everyone how good it was and not to let them forget, and to run behind the lines to ensure he is safe to
tell it. here is the link if you want to see it, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziTgoseyWoU

That is what came to mind when | saw this young boy, so proud and determined. With so much around
us in these times and with so much at stake, it gave my heart tremendous solace to know that there are
still those who will not let what our country has been be forgotten or lost.

He is a very special young man. Best Regards, Anne Justice
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Dear Sir/Madam,

Recently | received the IDPF of a soldier who served with the 517th Parachute Infantry Regiment.
He was killed in action and buried at Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in Belgium.
Are you interested in the file?

Sincerely,
Max Poorthuis
President

16th Infantry Regiment Historical Society
Kroezehorst 5 | 75631KJ Enschede | The Netherlands
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HI 'WOULD YOU ENROLL ME IN MAILCALL? | WOULD LIKE TO HEAR THE NEWS. |
WAS INA CO. 1ST BAT. UNDER COL. BOYLE

JUST WROTE ALETTER TO THE THUNDERBOLT TO ASK ABOUT MEDALS AWARDED
TO OUR UNIT. PERHAPS THOSE ON MAILCALL WOULD HAVE INFORM.---

THE FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE, THE BELGAIN (BELGUIM) CROIX DE GUERRE,
THE PRESIDENTIAL DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION. MY CAPTAIN, DON
FRASIER, DECEASED, SAID WE HAD THESE AWARDED TO US. DOES ANYONE
KNOW HOW TO GET THEM?

GOOD TO READ THE NEWS.

CHET KOCHERSPERGER @ RURUKS8@VERIZON.NET

Just want to publicly thank 517th Trooper Earl Whisenhunt for his very generous donation to keeping
the Thunderbolt alive. Earl stated in his letter to me:

Lory, just wanted to thank you and Claire and all for putting out the Thunderbolt. You all are a
great asset to the 517th. | thank all of you very much.

Signed Earl Whisenhunt.
Bob his very generous donation will sure help in keeping the Thunderbolt going. Hope to have a issue
out at the end of this month or the first part of September. Just as soon as we can get the stories and
pictures of our folks attending the 70th anniversary and celebrations of the 517th in France.
Thanks again Earl! Airborne all the Way!
Lory
Please add me to the Mail Call emails. | am George Meline’s daughter, Diane Speelman. My email

address is dspeelman@msn.com.
Thank you,

Diane
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70eme Anniversaire du Debarquement de Provence

Now in progress:

ASSOCIATION

DU DEBARQUEMENT DE PROVENCE

13 Aoutl 2014

159h30: Départ Dragoon

Historical March
La Motte stadium

14 Aout 2014

11hO0 : Céremonie au Mitan

1700 : Cérémonie officielle La Motlte

20n00 : Défilé dans La Motte

22n00 : Grand bal de la libération
15 Aout 2014

10h30 : Cérémonie 13 Loreuais et
stéele Thoronet

11hO0 : Cérémoenie officielle Lorgues

IShO0 : Cérémonie officielle Les Arcs

16 Acutl 2014

P30 : Cérémonie cimetiére
américain Dracuignan

1100 : Messe et repas YValbourges

IShO0 : Cérémonie Trans en Dce

17 Aout 2014

1630 : Défilé Salernes

17h-1Sh30 : Expo statiaue place de
Salernes

18 Aout 2014
I1ShO0 : Cérémonie

officielle de Varages

19 Acout 2014

1000 : Inaueuration plaaue
45th Div a Earijols
10030 : Inaucuration plaaue
Eobert Jackson a Baricls
1ThO0 : Cérémonie officielle Garjols
1600 : Receuillement stéle du

Eessillion
IShOO : Cérémonie Sillans la cascade

20 Aout 2014

1ThO0 : Cérémonie officielle
IShO0 : Cérémonie Moissac

22n00 : Crand bal de Dégusse
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Merle McMorrow and Joanne Barrett in Sospel Merle McMorrow, Leo Dean and Allan Johnson
at Patricia and Roland’s house in Sospel, with
the 517" memorial.

MailCall # 2228 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 8 of 13



mailto:MailCall@517prct.org

Merle and Joanne

August 9: On the ground at Dusseldorf International Airport with Allan and Leo.

Leo: Where are we going?
Me: Through passport control.
Leo: Why? | didn't need a passport the last time | was here.

Claire G.
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Le retour de Leo Dean,
« libérateur » de La Motte
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LE IS AOUT 1944

"’DESLFS PREMIERES HEURES,LA PLAINE DE LAMOTTE ;
FUT AUCENTRE DE LA GRANDE OPERATION AEROPORTEE et

DRAGOON
0USLE COMMANDEMENT DUGENERALF RED ERIK
9000 HOMMES PARACHUTES OU TRANSPORTES
DANS 407 PLANEURS 2 21 JEEPS 213 PIECES DARTILLERIE
/ CE CHOIX GEOGRAPHIQUE FIT DE LAMOTTE

‘LE {' VILLAGE LIBERE
el P’ ROVENCE
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Administrivia

» |f you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

= Atany time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

= Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

* If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

*= | now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

= Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: l|dentify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payable to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly

19 Oriole Court

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Operation Dragoon Anniversary — August 15, 1944

This week was the 70" anniversary of Operation Dragoon. It is a good time of year to
remember to pay your annual membership donation (only if you can afford it).
Suggested donation: $30

Enclosed is my annual donation contribution towards the 517 PRCT Association.

Name:

Email:

Address:

Make checks payable to: 517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly

19 Oriole Court

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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