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Merger of the Association and Auxiliary

As many already know, the membership voted to merge the memberships of the Association and the
Auxiliary, effective May 30, 2014. Over eighty-eight percent of the Association members who voted
voted in favor of the merger. On that date, Auxiliary members will become full-fledged members of the
Association along with the troopers who served with the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat Team
during World War Il. We old timers welcome all those new members who have already proved
themselves worthy by providing the invaluable assistance which has kept the Association alive and
thriving while our 1943-1946 membership has thinned out.

The merger will allow the Association to continue its activities in the USA, Southern France and Belgium
as long as there continues to be an interest in preserving the memory of the 517th men who fought
valiantly through five major battles to liberate Europe from Nazi occupation.

The merger is timed for May 30 so that anyone desiring to make a donation to the Association before
that date could deduct the donation as a charitable contribution on their 2014 individual tax
returns. Donations after that date may not be deducted.

Joanne Barrett and Howard Hensleigh have informed the Internal Revenue Service and the Secretary
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (where we are incorporated) of the merger and report that
there should be a continuation of the Association's nonprofit status.

Airborne all the way,

Kaare Allan Johnson
President, 517" PRCT Association
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MailCall News

Y . J 1

/ From Loic "Jack’ Jankowiak via Facebook
%

 Happy Easter to all! :D

This image is often used during Easter time, but who
are these two men? Which unit they belong? These
y,, are the T/5 William E. Thomas and Pfc Joseph
Jackson which are part of the 333rd Field Artillery
Battalion. A battalion which for many is unknown,
because these are the all blacks and not whites, and
yet, December 17, 1944, the battalion remained in
history...
“., When the German offensive in the Ardennes is
..~ triggered, most of the available units are African-

"% American. One of them is the 333rd FAB.

S N

B

This battle erﬁergéd multitude of he'r-(-)é‘éland.:. Monsre. If the Malmedy massacre trial is very well
known, it is not the same for the forgotten massacre of 11 black Gunners from the army.

-t U Bt 4

On 17 December, C Battery of the 333rd FAB is surprised by the German breakthrough in the Ardennes.
Radios called for the infantry front to receive help from the artillery, the Germans seem to be everywhere.
That day, chaos reigns and some escape through the woods, including 11 men. After a long walk through
the woods, in the mud and fog, 11 Gunners asks for help and stop in the small village of Wereth near
Sankt Vith where they are assisted by Mathias and Maria Langer.

Unfortunately for them, a German sympathizer informed on the presence of 11 blacks. Shortly after, a
patrol of the 1st SS Panzer Division arrived in the village. The Gunners calmly surrendered without a
fight.. The Germans brouight them to a field and then it is the drama: the 11 men are tortured, beaten to
death, shot and then completed.

In January, a patrol of the 99th Infantry Division discovered the massacre. What they saw was horrible:
men's legs had been broken, many had received shots of bayonets in the head, skulls had been broken
and many had cut fingers.

These 11 men are: Private Curtis Adams Corporal Mager Bradley Private George Davis Staff Sergeant
Thomas Forte Tech Corporal Robert Green Private James Leatherwood Private Nathaniel Moss Tech
Sergeant William Pritchett Tech Sergeant James Aubrey Private Due Turner Private George Molten the
culprits have never been tried.

For my Belgian friends and others who would like to reach, May 17 has held a ceremony at the
monument of the "Wereth 11". This monument erected in 2004, is the only one in Europe on army
African-American http://www.wereth.org/index.php/wereth-11

eat too much chocolate! :D
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As Easter Sunday is coming up in a few days | thought this little video would be appropriate to
show. May everyone have a very blessed safe and Happy Easter.

Lory Curtis

BECAUSE OF HIM : http://bcove.me/25012ef3

Whomever .... My dad , Fred Waites was a PFC in the Hgtr. Company. | have come across several
WWII photos that he took in Europe, including a few of troopers who are identified. If you are interested
in any of these photos, | am 99% sure that | can copy these and e-mail them.

Call me if you need to .... Fred Waites, Jr.

Here is another page
from Col. Grave’s
files, recalling the
death of Lt. Harry
Allingham of C
Company on
Christmas day 1944
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| was just notified by the author that a new book about Operation Dragoon is being published and will be
available around May.

| was contacted by the author years back to provide information on my grandfather, Joseph F. Van
Ness, B/517th. He was able to find and reveal some info we did not know based off of his research and
our documents and input.

JV+ (Jeff Van Ness)

Operation Dragoon: Autopsy of a Battle: The Allied
Liberation of the French Riviera August-September [t s » Sin—"
1944 Hardcover by Jean-Loup Gassend AU"’RSY ‘ F A BATTLE

“

On the night of August 14-15, 1944, the First Airborne Task Force, which " 3 al
included the U.S. 509th, 517th and 551st Parachute Infantry Regiments, jumped
into enemy held territory spearheading Operation Dragoon, the Allied invasion of
southern France. Based on interviews from all combatant units, battlefield
archaeology, period photos, letters and reports, this book provides an
outstandingly detailed hour-by-hour account of the advance through southern
France, as seen through the eyes of those who lived through it, bringing to light
the tragic and gruesome realities of what was later to become known as the,
Champagne Campaign.

Pre-Order at: http://www.amazon.com/Operation-Dragoon-Autopsy-Liberation-August-September/dp/076434580X

Jean-Loup’s book will be available in May. It includes some previously untold stories from the 517"

This has been a huge, multi-year effort by Jean-Loup, with lots of meticulous research. The book is 560

pages!
Jean-Loup Gassend

The French version is also available soon:

http://www.amazon.com/Op%C3%A9ration-Dragoon-combats-Riviera-
a0%C3%BBt-

septembre/dp/284048353X/ref=la_B00JOJDI60 1 27?s=books&ie=UTF8&
qid=1397747816&sr=1-2

This book recounts the Liberation of Cote d'Azur, from the landing in Provence
on August 15 1944, until the arrival of Allied soldiers on the Italian border on
September 7, 1944. This campaign is told primarily through the testimony of
witnesses present at the time: American parachutists, resistants, civilians, and also
several German soldiers. All the facts told by these witnesses were meticulously
crosschecked with records and documents of the time, autopsy reports from
exhumed bodies, and excavations in the field. The result is a very detailed and
lively history about three weeks of fighting, illustrated by many period pictures,
with equipment found on site, and excavated objects directly related to the events recounted in the book.

Congratulations, Jean-Loup! — BB
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Subject: One of your vets

To whom it may Concern;

| would like to let you know that | have had the honor of meeting one of your comrades, he is living in the
area and comes to visit me pretty regularly. His name is William McGary - 91 and getting around very
well still, even with the shrapnel in his leg. | see that you are interested in stories of the 517th and |
wanted you to know that he's here, as | do not see his name on your page. Currently we're having a
friend of mine reconstruct a unit patch for him. He's such a dear and sweet man - please let me know
how | can assist you in getting in contact with him for his story to be added to your wonderful website.

Dagmar Youngberg; VSO
NMDVS Office - Carlsbad
305 E. Fiesta Dr
Carlsbad, NM

Hello Dagmar,

You are correct — | cannot find any mention of William McGary on our website records, although these
records are very incomplete. Do you know which Company of the 517™ he fought with? There are still
about 600 517" veterans and family members in communication with us, and | am sure they would love
to hear any stories, and/or wartime photos of Mr. McGary. Where and how was he wounded? And a
current photo.

Any info is greatly appreciated.

Thanks,

Bob Barrett

I'll check with him tomorrow. | just got him information about honor flights (had a women's vet conference
over weekend and met a coordinator)- do any of the veterans from the site go that you know of? | believe

Mr. McGary wants to go this year~ he said it sounded fun.

Dagmar Youngberg
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Below is another sample from Mike Kane'’s findings from Col. Grave’s files at the U.S. Army Heritage
and Education Center (USAHEC) in Carlisle, PA. This is a program for a boxing match at Camp Toccoa
between the 517" and the 326th Glider Infantry.
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Submitted by Comments:

Name: Richard Smith I was at the cemetery today cleaning up a few grave sites and
From: Wellsville, Ohio one was my Uncle Robert Joseph Rock, 517 Parachute Inf.
E-mail: Reg., Co. C, Staff Sargent, US army. I used this information

rsmith16265@comcast.net to find this web site and found out a lot about Uncle including
that he received a Purple Heart. He was from Toronto, Ohio
and served during World War II. He played football in high
school and also was on a team in Nice, France that won a
championship game. I was real close with him and sat many
evenings and also in the farm fields talking and learning from
him. He did not share any combat information with me or any
of his other cousins but we knew he was proud to be in the
U.S. Army. He wore his uniform often and I have a picture of
him with me and 5 of my cousins in his sump boots and pants.
He was a wonderful Uncle to us and we love and miss him and
his strong character and leadership. God bless you Uncle and
all of the great generation that fought for our freedom. Dick
Smith

Added: April 18, 2014

Hi DiCk, ITD Hivbovne [ivisiona {

C ha MP I’O'\.S

Sgt. Rock is in a couple of
pictures with that Company
C football team. See:
http://517prct.org/photos/mil
ler2.htm

| would love to have any
photos or stories of Sgt.
Rock, if you have any.

Thanks,

Bob Barrett

“Camp Mackall was not much
different from Toccoa but
bigger, on level ground.
Everyone was quartered in the
same one-story, uninsulated
"hutments" heated with coal
stoves, and the same drab, all-male existence went on. Passes were allowed, but after a few visits to the local small
towns most troopers decided they might just as well stay in camp. The 17th Airborne was big on athletics, and the
517th shook it up a little by fielding football and boxing teams that won the Division championships.
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70" Anniversary Celebrations in France

We are starting to get a little info on liberation celebrations in France and Belgium. No details yet, but we
are hoping to have a good turnout of the 517th family and friends mid-August in France. There will be
additional remembrances in Sospel in October, celebrating their liberation, as well as December/January
in Belgium for the Battle of the Bulge.

Patou and Roland are busy working with the new mayor of Sospel to organize this summer's
celebrations! Please see below - those of you who were in Sospel in 2009 will remember Isabelle,
Patricia's best friend who did a guided tour of Sospel for us. The events in Sospel will be before 15
August in Draguinan/La Motte/Les Arcs/Le Muy, so please plan on coming for special time with special
friends in Sospel.

Please note that they are also planning October events, which we have never attended.

Claire Giblin
This is from Patou:

Could you tell to everybody (by next mail call) that we have 11 beds close our home at 30 € / night /
person. Bedrooms to share for 3 or 4, and 2 bedrooms for two. There is one for 2 with private bathroom
at 60 € for the room. So we can take the breakfast all together at our home.

The mayor of Sospel ils now a young woman and Isabelle works with her... so you will have a beautiful
welcome ... and Roland is in charge of organizing the 70th anniversary in October.

Here are some more details fo the invitation from Patricia and Roland Orengo in Sospel for the summer
(August) festivities:

our neighbour has a structure and offer for our "summer visitors" bedrooms :

1 bedroom with bathroom for 2 persons (1 bed), plus:
1 bedroom for 2 persons (1 bed)

1 bedroom with 4 beds for 1 person

1 bedroom with 3 beds for 1 person

these 3 bedrooms has 3 showers to share. It's very clean and nice and close to us. You can pay what
you want, but | can recommend you 30 Euros each person for 1 night.

It will be nice because we can have breakfast on our terrace all together...

we would like welcome you in Sospel as we did in 2009 with a party. and the new mayor (a woman) can
also welcome you.

Please, Send this message by mail call. We can book the bedrooms for you.

Friendly,
Patricia et Roland Orengo
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More MailCall News

| ran across this mention of Jean-Loup Gassend on Wikipedia:

Villeneuve-Loubet mass grave
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Villeneuve-Loubet mass grave is a grave site near the village of Villeneuve-Loubet, near Nice, in the Maritime
Alps region of southern France. On October 18, 2006 the bodies of 14 German soldiers killed during World War I1
were exhumed at the site. The bodies were discovered by local medical student and World War II enthusiast Jean-
Loup Gassend, and were subsequently exhumed by a team of local volunteers including an archaeologist and
several medical students under the supervision of Mr Julien Hauser, representative of the Volksbund (German War
Graves Commission) in France. The Villeneuve-Loubet grave was the largest mass grave of World War II German
soldiers discovered in France since 2003, when 17 bodies of German prisoners executed by the French Resistance
had been exhumed from a mass grave at St Julien de Crempse, in the Dordogne region.

The soldiers in the Villeneuve-Loubet grave were members of Reserve Division 148 who had been killed in battle
against soldiers of the Second Regiment of the famous First Special Service Force, also known as the Devil's
Brigade, on August 26, 1944, shortly after the Allies invaded southern France during Operation Dragoon on August
15, 1944. The bodies of the dead Germans were buried by local civilians in a specially dug trench after the battle,
and forgotten about.

Jean-Loup Gassend managed to discover the location of the grave by interviewing some of the surviving locals. He
and archaeologist Pascal Boucard made arrangements with the Volksbund in order to exhume the bodies in
archaeological manner, which is only very rarely the case for German World War II era graves. The goal was not
only to exhume and identify the bodies, but also to attempt to find the cause of death of each body and to try to
extract a maximum amount of historical data from the grave. In this aspect, the work at Villeneuve-Loubet was
innovative as battlefield archaeology usually concentrates on more ancient sites.

The bodies were rediscovered at a depth of approximately one metre, along with several helmets and large amounts
of military equipment. Battle wounds caused by bullets or shrapnel fragments were found on several of the bodies.
Seven identification tags (dog tags), including one that had been pierced by a bullet, were also discovered, leading
to the identification of six of the bodies. Two more bodies were subsequently identified by cross checking
information contained in the personal files of German soldiers reported as missing or killed in the Villeneuve-
Loubet area in August 1944. The ages of the identified soldiers ranged from 17 to 35. One soldier in particular had
been killed the day before his 18th birthday.

The exhumation team carefully analysed the artifacts found in the grave, which led to some interesting conclusions
about the events surrounding the burial. For example only one of the fourteen bodies was still wearing his shoes,
meaning that all the other pairs of shoes had been removed from the bodies by local civilians before the bodies
were buried. Also, the only two canteens that were found had been pierced by shell fragments, rendering them
useless, and it can be suspected that all the other canteens that should have been on the bodies were taken by the
civilians. Several of the helmets that were recovered had been damaged by shrapnel or bullets, helping to establish
the cause of death.

All the bodies were reburied in the German military cemetery in Berneuil, France, on June 23, 2007, in the presence
of 60 German families, as well as many French and German officials.
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Here is a copy of the form used to keep track of pay in the Army.

Merle McMorrow

Nolorrow, Merls ¥,

o AR

Mr. Bob, hope all is well. Wishing you and your family a safe and Happy Easter, along with all of the
517th Family. | am still finding treasures from my father’s memories. This is a list of some men from the

517" that achieved medals. These memories are priceless, Heroes of Valor!!!!

Thanks and have a great day,

Tony Patin

The Family is worth it!!! The other e-mail | sent was a big file with a lot of info. If you turn to page 6 for

the Bronze Star Award, you will see my father wrote, one of my boys - PFC Wahlstrom.

Tony Patin

ng‘;az Q/‘Zst cdass Per R, Wahlstrom, 39 699 LO9, 517th Parachute Infan-
try, United States hrmy, for hercic achievement in achion, On 16‘-“’“3“5#,':12‘&?%
near Ies Avcs, France, Private Firet Class Wahlstrom was assigned to an outpos G-
pesition on the left flank of the Second Battalion, 517th Parachute Infantry. C
arrival at the outpost position, Private First Class Wahlstrom noted an enemy e
~mmmnication wire strung on poles runing in the direction of the enemys mﬁn

7 pst Class Wahlstrom moved forward, eclimbed ‘he pule, and cut the yires "esi
clirbing the pole, he was fired on by enemy small arms but persisted in his mission

When the Germans attempted to repair the wire, Private First Class Wahlstrom

¢ killed three of them and the others withdrew - _thout accomplishing their mission,
Private First Class Wahlstrom's display of courage, initiative, and devotion to
duty are in kesping with the highest traditions of the military service. ZEntered
the military service from Los Angeles, Californiz,

See the entire document at: http://517prct.org/documents/1945 april 30 bronze stars2.pdf
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This document, a record of Silver and Bronze Stars authorized on April 30, 1945, includes the following

medals:
Bronze Star w. Oak Leaf Cluster:
15! LT. Worthington J. Thompson, 460" PFAB, B Battery,, St. Jacques, Belgium

Bronze Star:
Cpl. Joseph A. Della Fave, 517" PIR, | Company, , 10-Jan-45 Hourt, Belgium
PFC Sheldon L. Donovan, 517 PIR, H Company, Les Arcs, France, 16-Aug-44
S/Sgt. Troy Eagans, 517PIR, A Company, 25-Dec-44, Soy, Belgium
Pvt. John J. Griffin, 517 PIR, E Company, 3-Jan-45, Monte de Fosse, Belgium
S/Sgt. Ralph R. Grizzle, 517PIR, | Company, 27-Dec-44, Manhay, Belgium
S/Sgt. Harry J. Hewitt, 517 PIR, G Company, 17-Jan-45, Pateaus, Belgium
18U Lt. John M. Hill, 517 PIR4-Jan-45, Basse Bodeux, Belgium
Sgt. Arnold P. Klingelhoefer, 517 PIR, E Company, 3-Jan-45, Monte de Fosse, Belgium
PFC Donald L. Knapp, 517 PIR, A Company, 23-Dec-44, Hotton, Belgium
Pvt. Wilburn J. Lewis, 517 PIR, 3-Jan-45, Monte de Fosse, Belgium
PFC Joseph F. Locke, 517 PIR, B Company, 1-Jan-45, Brume Belgium
PFC William A. MacRae, 51 PIR, C Company, 24-Dec-1944, Soy, Belgium
Sgt. Raymond E. Markley, 517 PIR, H Company, 28-Dec-44, Manhay, Belgium
PFC James B. Nichols, 517 PIR, G Company, 17-Jan-45, Pateaux, Belgium
1%t Lt. Thomas F. Patin, 517 PIR, 15-Aug-44, Le Muy, France
Pvt. William A. Petryna, 517 PIR, E Company, 8-Feb-45, Bergstein, Germany
PFC Ervin J. Yackmin, 517 PIR, A Company, 25-Dec-44, Hotton, Belgium
1% Lt. Robert J. Reber, 517 PIR, 10-Sep-44, Col de Braus, France
Cpl. George A. Sullivan, 517 PIR, 18-Jan-45, Petit-Thiere, Belgium
Sgt. Joseph W. Tylka, 517 PIR, H Company, 11-Sep-44, Col de Braus, France
PFC Vincent L. Vendrzyk, 517 PIR, G Company, 17-Jan-45, Pateaux, Belgium
PFC Per R. Wahlstrom, 517 PIR, 2nd Bn., 16-Aug-44, Les Arcs, France
M Sgt. Douglas Emmons, 517 PIR, 22-Dec-44 to 9-Jan-45, Belgium and Germany
15! Lt. Robert T. Greene, 460" PFAB, 11-Aug-44 to 10-Feb-45

Silver Star (posthumous):
Capt. Jame P. Birder, 517 PIR, | Company, 27-Dec-44, Manhay, Belgium
Pvt. Richard L. Lyman, 517 PIR, H Company, 5-Jan-45

Silver Star:
PFC Jack. C. Castiglione, 517 PIR, | Company, 17-Oct-44, Piera Cava, France
SGt. Norman S. Fry, 517 PIR, H Company, 13-Jan-45, Butay, Belgium
‘PFC Clyde P Guillott, 517 PIR, D Company, 3-Jan-45, Trois Ponts, Belgium
Capt. Milton M. Kienlen, 517 PIR, A Company, 5-Jan-45, Bergeval, Belgium
2" Lt. Cecil T. Lockhart, 517 PIR, C Company, 15-Jan-45, Coulee, Belgium
1% Lt. Russell F. Miller, 517 PIR, 15-Jan-45, Patteau, Belgium
15 Lt. Olvie J. Nunnery, 517 PIR, H Company, 13-Jan-45, Butay, Belgium
SGt. Glen H. Overmyer, 517 PIR, 15t Bn., 25-Dec-44, Soy, Belgium
1%, Lt. Thomas F. Patin, 517 PIR, 3-Jan-45, Trois POnts, Belgium
PFC Walter Perkowski, 517 PIR, 10-Sep-45, Luceram-Sospel, France
Sgt. Charles C. Scherer, 517 PIR, | Company, 27-Dec-44, Manhay, Belgium
PFC Carl E. Votti, 517 PIR, B Company, 12-Jan-45, Stavelot, Belgium
15 Lt. Paul P. May, 517 PIR | Company, 10-Jan-45, Hourt, Belgium
1st Lt John W. Weddle, 517 PIR, E Company, 8-Feb-45, Bergstein, Germany
PFC Paul L. Westerman, 517 PIR, D Company, 3-Jan-45, Trois Ponts, Belgium
Pvt. Leroy E. Wittner, 517 PIR, 3 Bn, 27-Dec-44, Manhay, Belgium
Pvt. Ogden A. Young, 517 PIR, E Company, 8-Feb-45, Bergstein, Germany

Bronze Star (posthumous):
Pvt.Louis J. Barberra, 517 PIR, E Company, 3-Jan-45, Monte de Fosse, Belgium

Bronze Star
PFC Robert E. Anderson, 596" PCEC, 26-Dec-44, Manhay, Belgium
S/Sgt. Nello R. Arterburn, 517 PIR, G Company, 14-Jan-45, Beaumont, Belgium

Bronze Star (posthumous):
1t Lt. John W. Casselman, 517 PIR, 18-Aug-44, Luceram, France
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Mr. Bob, these are letters of thanks from some high ranking men, I'm sure all men of the 517" received
them, everyone deserves them. | just had to share them with the family.

Tony Patin
HEADQUARTERS
ARMY GROUND FORCES
OFFICE OF THE GOMIQNDING GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D, €.
14 October 1945
Firset Lieutenant Thomas F, Patin
Box 222
Breaux Bridge, Louisiana
Dear Lieutenant Patin:
o . X wish tp axpress to you my very real appreclation for
the important part you have playsd in this war,
5 The Nation, the Armmy snd the Army Ground Forces share

your jJust pride in your contridution to making our arms
viotorious, Without you, and others who like you unselfishly
gave up oivil pureuits to defend the civilization we cherieh,
our brillient and complete viotory could never have been

. achieved.

Your military oxganization and the friendships you have
formed therein will be & source of great satisfection to you
for many years to ‘coms,

I sm swre you will resume your duties as a citizen with
the seme loyalty, leadership and devotion that have marked
your service as an officer. You go to your home with my
wishes for your good fortune in the future,

(o Sincerely,

it ot £ L, DEVERS
neral, USA

Commanding
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Themas N Patlin

v H VYo you who answered the call of your

country and served in its Armed
Forces to bring about the total defeat of
the enemy, I extend the heartfelt thanks of
a grateful Nation. Asoneof the Nation's
Sfinest, you undertook the most severe
task one can be called upon to perform.
Because you demonstrated the forti-
tude, resourcefulness and calm_judgment
necessary to carry out that task, we now
look to you for leadership and example
in further exalting our country in peace.

i

THE WHITE HOUSE
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Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

| now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: Identify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payabile to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Joanne Barrett

70 Pleasant Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 3)

A few more pages from William Houston’s biography are on the following pages.

These pages continue his story of life at Camp Toccoa, started in MailCall 2209.

Next week: Fort Benning

MailCall # 2210 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 14 of 21
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anything  speciad encept that © got & plle of cards apnd laiigrs from f{rignds and
relatives along with a birthday cake from home. Birthdays came and went and there was
nothing to mark the spent, save the birthday cake that might arrive in the mail. In such
cases ail those in the barracks pitched in to help consume {he goodies.

July started with a gun drill in Area A in the marning. That was Tine until it started 1o
rain, then it became miserable. For an hour we drilied in the rain and when we finally started
back to the barracks we were soaked to the skin. Right in front of our barracks door there
was a puddie of muddy water about three inches deep, fifteen feet wide and twenty fest
lang that looked so inviting that one guy could net resist diving in. We were already wet so
most of us flopped in. After changing to clean, dry clothes we went up to the day-room for
our pay and then | returned to the barracks $23.25 richer. A short time tater | turned out for
guard duty and walked the post from 2000 to 2289 and from 0200 to 0400 Ia a light rain. It
gets pretty lonesome on past especially when it is raining - for some reason it doesn't seem
so had when the the stars fill the sky. At feast it was cosl that night with the light rain.

On the third of July It rained and with the rain went my chance ta jump from the
mock-up towear. In the evening we took in a movie, "Stage Door Canteen” which | thought
was pretty good.

| spent the Fourth of July on K.P, wondering what alli this talk about independence
meant and to wham it applied. !t was suldent that it did not hold true in the mess-hall,
that's for sure.

During July we were practicing tumbling in preparation for landing after a parachuts
jumgp. First we tried it on the flat ground, then off a four foot platform and finally off a siy
foat piatfarm.

During the first week of July there was a jump scheduled for the officers and non-
coms. Like everything eise thers wers work details connected with it, my job was that o7 &
spotter to watch and ses if any of the jumpers landed in the woods. Other jobs included
chappers to help, or if necessary, chop down those who landed in trees, to run out and meet
gach jumper as he landed in case he had been hurt, another was to set out markers and still
another detail was te build fires. Makes one wonder who will be there to meet us when we
jump in combat and behind enemy lines.

To make life miserable for our sergeants iwe went through the process diviging up
their money and clothes between us, assigned a "blottar detail’ for those whose chute didn't
gpen and we cut out paper crosses on which we ilettered their names and placed on their
bunks.

On the day the jump was scheduled it rained and the jump was was posiponed. Oh well,
It gave the sergeants a little maore time {o sweat the Jump sut.

The jump did take place on July 23rd and it proved to be a day long event. Ouer fifty
men Jumped but there was only one plane so it had to make two flights and two passes on
gach flight, dropping fourteen men on gach pass. Thers wers no injurigs but {wo men landed
in trees. It was fun to watch as it was our first chance to be on the spot for a jump snd |
was able to take some plctures.

In July sur schedule called for a lecture and demonstration on what to do in case of 2
gas attack so on this particular morning L1. Cooper marched us out to Area A to go through
the gas chamber. His face was 2 little red when he found out that the tent had not been set
gp and there was no gas chamber to be found. He settled for a lecture and demonsiration of
how 1o use the gas mask. Several practice or "dry runs " foliowed.

summer storms n North Carolina were 8 nuisance and frequently the lights went sut §s
2 result of these storms. This made letter writing difficult and often 2 fstier went
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0 the
1 faitad G
are none in my soilection.

T3

flso in Juiy we were pisitea 2y Senperal Marshall and Seneral Siuard, a French gensrs
It was a pig des! and the day vefere the review, which was on 3 Sunday, wea had ¢
time cisaning and painting the fisig piecss. On ths day of the raview we marchsd 19 i)
airport and stood review. The actual review only took a Tew minuies as the generals rods
past the ranks in a jeep. iUe then marched pack (¢ the hatlery arsa. Rithough it was anly
three and a haif miles to the airport and another three and & nalf back we managed 1o cpusr
gleven milgs BY marching 4 the alrport, weaying across the airport snd taking & rounRd-
about way dack 1o our greq. There are times whens | am not hapoy (o Daue visiters drap in, 0o
matier how important they are.

The inyasien of Sicily fook place in July of 1943 and the parachute field artillery went
into action Tor the {irst {ime. In Camgp Mackall we watchad ihe results with special interast
because ihs success or failure of the two Tield artillsry batistisns of the BZnd Birbarne
Disision forecast our future. if they proved successTul we wouid continue on with our
training as a flsld ariiiery battalion - {f they wers not effective we iwouvid probably be

L
One day in July | became g carpenisr by & crusl stroke af fate. Beiwseen gach
punks thers was s sheif abowe 3 cipihgs rack which was divided iato two agus!l 23
shared oy the men in the upper and iower Dunk, Salagar and | shared 2 shelf angd rack w
for some reason, gaue away. The result was thal sserything Trom toothbrushes (o oysr
were dumpsd ¢n the Tloor, Howsver, he had igken it upon himself 1o go auer 1he hil

uras styck with the clgan- uﬂ job, The ieast he couid have done would have to waeait s
lpnger before going ALLGC.L. Because last week was his turn io swesp the fioor an
*tucx WwhHih tnat task oo,

writing ‘felfers, 2r Whalzier 45y Wan?ec 10 98, jJUst 30
swake, The bad side of the derail was that you could net go
the Jarrgcks was Tull of peopie

a;ﬂc training actuatiy started an Jduly 19%h, ’1% that s
time untll the battaiion couid be Broughi gp to full strengid so Qur reguiar fraining scheduyls
couid éegm A gosd share of the troudie was saraﬁﬁfn Rlmost aii of the isciures nad been

t
gluen toe or three times al aag and it was difflcult 10 ,tag awake whnite sitling on tha
of a hot, stuffy barracks on a humid day. It was always a humid day bdecause Ihe fecluy

would be saved until a rain g gsy, when we could be inside,

1

5

it was a major crims in fait asiz=p , or sven yawn, guring igct . &0 MEEN

that you would have 1o mg a 2% 6 an your swan {ime, that is avier {raing naurs, s 10
case, a & ¥ 5 weas 3 hols g ;‘ae nuare and sin feetl deep, 10 B2 dug that evening aad as f=r
is meant that you got tittie or no sieep thai pight, Tha sams

2
into the night as necessary. Th
| result from removing g ur heimetl,
bzsic training was cut from twelue o 5
it

uaiting for the battalion %9 fill u

A s AE bk
zg g b 50 m *»u gi g

g,

iring B "aiit rain hadg pery title a%‘{e {
ring and by the time we got 380 yard
a’ not ﬁave any effect on Ih 3i

1
gun park |

D »1




practicsd night Tiring of he guns - Lithoul ammunition.  That 5 reslly sirzfching the
definition of a "dry run. Wheo we got Jack to the ﬁat tery ares there was coffes warting for
us in the mess-aagll. This 1asted good secause of (ae rain and 1he stlanding order that ws
CoUi Aot carry 3 cantesn unless we were gone for 31 {east 3ne meal.

All of my equ m’mam segmed (v be falling agart at {re same time, The geint faii off my
mecnanical pencil and | igst the goint, now the pencil is useigss. The capie reiease an my
gamars, which was a§1539!§ in poor condition, broke comgletely off but the camara has 3

regular shutter r ia ase so it is still usabis.
A new order just came down: "Thers wiil be ns meors jumping off the roofs of maoving

trucks”,

Sgt. Schnsider fram Detroit was gne of my favorite non-coms. He had a great sense af
numaor 3nd kept our spirits up. e all hed the Teeling that he would 4 anyihing far us and !
know that the quys would do anything for pim

There was the iime when fook us sut on & deizil to build a iog bridge ovsr 3 smail
stream in Areg A, We rode 3l swer the camp looking Tor suitable trees and avaragsd sbout a
n“iia per log, Wnhiis looking Tor Isgs $gt. Schneiaer cams up with tne ssnsational ides that we
were thirsty and should stop at the PH. iwhers we downed a coupls of boettles of pep, soms
zaﬁﬁé:iﬁ,s and 2 candy bar. While we wers feeding our faces in the PX the sergeant saw 3
goog-iooking girl and decided that he needed some statignery. Aftsr 2 haif hour of
giscussion with the cierk as to just what ging of paper N wanted, he rest of us made *he
gacision fsr him, Wihen we Tinished the fdridge we tfors it down 3nd kepi ithe paris for 3
demanstiration at 2 later datg, Afler the demonstration a ’ : ‘

i &
bridge were gipgn 3 ithr2e-day psss so Jim Andersen and if io
Carolina. Li. Saad gaue us 3 ride 1o Fort Bragg on ihe tweniisth of July wh
bus to Haleigh. 11 was 91435 when we arriped in HAaleigh so we igok ithe firs
gould fing. It was one with {we twin jeds and ¢ost 36.58 hut we were sg tired theti we dig
not shop around for a betier price. The beds waere 3o soft thatl it was difficult 1o i

Saturday maorning wa started cut on oot 10 sse the city sut it wasa
foung gurseives an g cily bus with "Merdith Coilege” on the destination |
giris' schosi sbaut the size af ””s High 3¢ h@“ and a reai disgppoinig
summer vacation time and
we weni and to the State Ci
went sieling, ihen swimmin
siwgar that | would keep |
io seme gfré‘s higuse for 3
At the sur’m‘mg pool
a red-head, iust to iry fo rais
from 3 iitiie mistake gn {he ma
z hoarding house. She would ag
‘88 3 nicg place 1g uisit
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gugedient. Thal alternosn | me! "fed” and we trie
we sgitisgg Tor 2 pegcefyl regl in 3 park, in the sue
We naue aeuer piayed sc many games af ping-
U.S.0, Jim 3nd 1 were walking down the strast

{ we want

who nad besn a3t the dance, asked ug |
Maturaily we atceptsg. They drapped ds 4ff at ths Henderssn's umare g
spend the night, In the morning we had breakfast, said, "Good-bye” 3nd went bacgk
swimming pool. 8Tter a short swim wa did 3 litls shoopping and 100K the 1488 Jus oack

tamp.

2 had hesn iyt

Whiie in Raleigh | weighed myseil - | had gained fifieen pounds since jeining the army
but, at the same Ume, haue last & couple of inches around my waist.

Late in July | began to think how aice it would be to have my swn radlo 'n camy and
mentigned the desire in lgtters o Nome, butl ¢id not actually ask Mom or Dad to send it. The
radic was & portadle, such as portabies were at that time, and the batteries wers ,argg
hesuvy and supensive. During wartime the batteries wears usually unavailable so | as kﬂd h
@ bottie of Usisntineg Hair Tonic De piacsd in the paftery compartmant instsad of 3 batter
Anything to heip me ook beautifyll

Meanwhite, back at camp, | had another jeep driving session ocver an obstacie course

This course nad mud holes tg drive through, ditches to cross, sand to plow through, logs %3
godge, trees 10 thread betwesn and water 10 drive through. They alsg trieg to t2ach me fnsw
to double-ciuteh 3 2 1/2 ten tryck - they must haue failed that mission becsuse | neyer
Becamg s (rgcX driver.

The battlation just get back from 2 ssuen mile "conditisning march” but | was 3 road
Juids ang o0y couered sboul two miles, My job was 1o stand at an interssction and dirsct
partions of the Dgttalion as they arvived at this ssirt i hardly worked up 3 swest.

n the fatter part of July we got 3 new battery commander by the namse
who replaced Lt Harging. In my opinion | falt tﬁai L1. UJogel Lsas too strict righ
gne, raiher self centered and tharefors "af JF"F:; x,zza" Hged, | noted that the a
oniy associated with him Bt ' peared {
piher 0coas.ons. farly in r g
Uogel, justieg a corparal. 12
in, Tha capisin then marke

2 sider men in the gait 5hi
apethar gutfit, After b
for him to earn any sm_ﬁas agam.

Sgt. Schnelder and Cpt, Uogel had a run in on the 241p of August. While oul in the Tisig
Sgt. Schneider had removed his shirt and Cpt. Usgei ordered him o put it back on. Schagider
answerad, "Yes sir" in no uncertzia ferms and put Ris shirt on. The Totiowing day Schngiger
waes caeligd into Uogel's office where the caotain toid him that he 4ig ast fike Scineldsr or
any of the othsr aon-coms. Schneider invited vogsl to rsmoug his bars and siep puisids,
With that Uogel busted him, pul him ynder arrest and now Schneidser s Ip the guardhouse, Al
of C battery is in a bad mood because of the incident, in 3 {asi, giten on the howitzer ihe
foliowing day, Li. Payne added gne szﬂdi guesiion which read, "ino is the maost chicken-shit
agfficer in the palisry?”. There was no contest, Uogel won the honor hands down. in contrast
when L1, Harding lefl the bBaltery he complimented ihe nen-coms By saying that they ware
the nest e nsd aver werksd with,

During the first week of fugust we went {9 Fort Bragg io firz our howitzers for the

gnded dp with a sors nand. Ths

first tima. | was {38 plmber WO AN on & gun craw and




numner 1o man oads the 2ighisen gound, 75mm oshed ipto the Ireach ihe
fist and ciams the ¢heill home, The bresch was t i
as opened 7y gother crew members and ! had ¢

3 -
dsuiiies 41 hiz
o the jreach

, ag;
sheli casing m’m togs !t back an
i'“

o B2

aht gf the wag, 1U Wwas hard, fast -;zmrk' ang my right na a was pretty soras after 'nading 2n
removing ine shells suen though we Tired oniy lep rounds, ;:us sgyerat dours spent defore
hand da ng dry runs. Each shell ¢z t 5 3.75, or the price of one war sond. Whan the Jun was
Tired it jumped into the gir about siy inches, the concuseion snaps your head and the sound

makes yaur sars ring.

Life on ihe artillery range was not always sasy. There was one day Wwhen w
fiiking toward Fort Bragg but onfy got fwelpe miles ewn the road before the tru: %{
along and picked us up. | suppose | shouid be thankfui for the ride though, m‘t.
waould have had a forty mite hike, in spite of the Tt it was after dark whan we
Fort Bragg and we had 1o piteh odr tenis in the dark. Thatl in itseil was a chorg, hut
matiers weorse Ping and | chose a very poar location; we found this oul when we tried io
sieep, the tent had a ditch running through it. To make the night more miserabiz 3 battery
of 155mm rifles opensd up behind us at aboul midnight and ihose Bbig sheils made a
remendous neise as they roarsd ouerhzad.

When morning came after that feng and uncomfortable night Ping and | went yp fo the
top of & h il to watch the shelis iand and esplode. My thougnt was that it was much datlter
tg be gn ing firing end than an tha receiving snd,

E’h‘s s’s getting a littie ahead of the story but as ihe monihs passed and f2i came we
stili made trips o ihe range and things oniy got wo fse far me. As a private | was always s
ong who hed ts go Tor the wood for the ponfire, The higner ranks e2njoyec the warmth of ihe
firg Wwhiie | gathersd stiit more wood. You wouid think that | was ihe anly privats in ©

Low g
£\J

ttery.
Back to August. By the second week of August ! had decided ageinst 3s
radio he sent, 31 ieast until after we got Dack from jumg schoal, which wou

septamber.

On the 13th of Rugust we weni oul fo ihe rifie range 1o fire for record. | did not do
ysry wel although § gualified and earned a marksman medsl Gnly 3004 nalf af (hg sallery
guglifisd, that is shot z scars of 135, and thers was only one who garted 2n 2Xpert msegal
Those w.m did not guaiify had to go back agsin (and maybe more than oacel until they dig

qualify. Sheoting, and trying ‘o guslifying, was much seltler than "pulling ltargets” whare
4oy had io be in a pit Deiow and apeag of the target. When someone shoots at he target i
is your job to mark where his round hit. This was done Dy holding a three of four inch disk,
attached to 2 stick, oper the hois in the target so the shooler could see, and agjust for, hlg
nent snot. If there was a comalete miss you waved 3 rad flag, Xnown as "Maggie's drawers”
{o indicate such. After sach person firgs his required number of rounds .n the thres raau frad
gasitians - ar"ns, sitting and standing - the target was lowsred and patches pastsd suz-
the noles. This t : thg shots gf Ziffaraat men, ?z} 23y
the feast T wEs very a ’

The term f a sangioich made early that morning,
hgd dried cut and ith the stale sandwich we were
alistsed one cant s the whole 43y - a8 d8¢ spanat in
the hot syn. ATt given the choice of riging back 1§
the battery arg 23nt doudiz-iiming, Those whs chosze 1o
margh, of which | was gne, wers: “‘feref‘ 3 wesk—end pass iwhen we reachad the dallsry
arga, 17§ racail correctiy it was after marching pack (o0 ihe double) hat i wentintg the
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fatring and drank gusr g galie
and then a iittie more and sy

During Rugust we were o gked iike the reguiar 3.,
nefmet liner except that 1t had : tg secure it during 3 ,ump,

Wwith tongue in cheek | wrote 10 Dad and compiained sboul the nameméaf;}re used in

the army to identify any af}G guerything. As an edampie | used 3 iain whistie ang, 4y
sketching a cross section of %, | identified, named and assigned 3 numbear {0 each part.
ft the same time | ooth praisad and criticized ocur MIi-A1 carbine. | did liks iha sen
automatic capability of the gun but did not like the fow fire gower or the sights. ii
accurate up to about 266 gards but net very goed peyond that range. The sights could not
adjusted for the 150 and 380 yard range and thers was no wag {8 adjust for the wind. |
ng matcn Tor the German 31 callber ™ouser or oyr 39 callber Garand, in [is fayor u
fight weight and folding s '%ac%( which made it easy 1o =ur‘m with ang carry. Late in the war
the carbine was to come with a largsr clip - thirty rather than fiftean shells and & fully
gutematic feature, but this was anly an the solid stock model
My next assighment was with the instrument saction. A rather sasy job when it cam
{0 meoving because you did noet have to pull the nowitzer. in this capacity | ran surusys an
sat by a drafling board where | plotied the positions of the gun and target. This was don
gn an overtay on a mag, then | decided the settings Tor the gun to get the dasired effs
The Tirst round could be anygwhere tut short Just sg yau could ses the imoact. § short round
speiled danger Tor your owa {ropns o you atlways made sure that it was (ong snpough. This
il 3
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Sgrued a3 @ hase round or marker and adiustments werg made frem that paint Commanss
were then ieizphoned or E"a{f oed hack to ihse Jun crew.
Tumbiing was an imporiant part aof our training and as 3 part of this training wse

\3
fearned how ?3 dg ihe ?Hg?} fall. 7o do 11 you place your right fog! about 2 fool ahead of your

feft one, then bring your arms, with your elbolws straight and ygur hands lscked f*m;( ﬁer, U
to the right of your head. Mow, at the same time, whip your hands down and <0k your fest
gp and you fHp over witheut touching the ground and land on your faft side. Better than
Tifty years iater | am stifl wrying to evaiuate just Now valuabis RIS maneuver has Been 5

gigitian 1ifs,

reunions. Ansther sdampis was “,_ S

S A ang 4own my sping, Riaddin's

ruf 4g and down my spine, 3 Purpie Heartl is mipg ~--
{ o g or snyishere elsse,

nning fsr jumg schoo! zng
3 :

i
guisiand ﬁg J8Ldy
“Long Ago And Far AW g‘ in UJH%CH
iamo i$ mine----" bhec ‘
0f course there wers

i a ¢hant ia g1 af..,(f“'“m; an Augus
i, when | had amner cha
in ihe f‘au iumzii
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juined Torces and went after Headguarters, € battery pitched in to help O pattery, mambers
of A and B batleries joined in until nearly four hundred men ware peunding awey at aach
ather. ATter aboul lwenty minutes the Officer of the Guard, the gquards and the M.P.s cams
dgan the scene (o bresk up the battle. They did not heve 1o work very harg to stop the fight
- about three seconds after the M.P.s arrived the area cieared as if by magic.

fit ane time during this period at Camp Mackail wea were in farmation out in Rrea 8 and
| had g T-shirt on with paratrooper wings across the front and Lt Foberts informsad me
that | was nat to war It until | had qualified. Naturally | took the message fo heart and put
the T-shirt away until after jump school.

On August 36th at 1506 hours we left Camp Mackall for jump school at Fort Benning,
Georgia. We ftraveled by train, a real antigue train of which the speed matched the
appearance. The rallroad cars looked llke thay were out of the 1880's and we figured tnat
the termites had movued out in about 1983 to search Tor happier hunting grounds but we still
rode in those cars. And the seats, IT you could cail them seats, looked like they had been
wouen from old, used straw brooms. What's more they felt like brick pikes with sticks in
them. As for the speed of the train, it was on the siow side. It took us twenty-two hours 19
travel the four hundred mifes frem Rockingham, North Carclina tg Fort Benning, Georgia.
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