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517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

MailCall News

RE: Howard H. Epley, 460-B

Sam, PS: There was a Private James Epley also with B Battery. |s that a coincidence or are they
related?

Bob B.

Harvey Epley was one of 18, yes 18. | will find out if they are related.
Harvey was killed in a construction accident in 1960.

| believe he was awarded the Bronze Star, Silver Star, and the Purple Heart.
Thank you for your helpful information,

Sam Pedicone
Round Canopy Parachuting Team
Presents, 70th D-Day Anniversary

from June 3 to June 8, 2014.
Dakotas Over Normandy :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=Pqc2
GunVPIs&app=desktop y

R 2
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517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

Bob: another stellar Mail Call. So enjoyed the Palm Springs reunion pictures (congrats to Leo as it
looks like he did another jump); Lory Curtis' notes about his Arizona visits and pictures, and Juliana
Stonis' pictures of her Dad -- a most handsome young man, then and now. How blessed she is to
come from such gene pool!

Am glad the electronic vote has put President Johnson's mind at ease and thanks to Howard and
Joanne for all they do (as well as you.) Having said that, re the comment about the "Void's" defects --
agree that the too clean tanks is right on the money, but take extreme exception to the "the actors are
too handsome!" From my humble, unbiased but well informed perspective, nobody could be as
handsome as the men of the 517th!

Thanks for the first 5 pages of Bill Houston's "Army Life." He writes rather well, or it may be that I'm
just interested in what he is writing!

A blessed Passover and Happy Easter to all.

Pat Seitz and Alan Greer

From Phil McSpadden:

A Speech Every American High School Principal Should Give, By Dennis Prager

To the students and faculty of our high school:

| am your new principal, and honored to be so.
There is no greater calling than to teach young people.

| would like to apprise you of some important changes coming to our school. | am making these
changes because | am convinced that most of the ideas that have dominated public education
in America have worked against you, against your teachers and against our country.

First, this school will no longer honor race or ethnicity. | could not care less if your racial
makeup is black, brown, red, yellow or white. | could not care less if your origins are African,
Latin American, Asian or European, or if your ancestors arrived here on the Mayflower or on
slave ships. The only identity | care about, the only one this school will recognize, is your
individual identity -- your character, your scholarship, your humanity. And the only national
identity this school will care about is American.

This is an American public school, and American public schools were created to make better
Americans. If you wish to affirm an ethnic, racial or religious identity through school, you will
have to go elsewhere. We will end all ethnicity, race and non-American nationality-based
celebrations. They undermine the motto of America, one of its three central values -- E pluribus
unum, "from many, one." And this school will be guided by America’s values. This includes all
after-school clubs. | will not authorize clubs that divide students based on any identities. This
includes race, language, religion, sexual orientation or whatever else may become in vogue in a
society divided by political correctness.
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Your clubs will be based on interests and passions, not blood, ethnic, racial or other physically
defined ties. Those clubs just cultivate narcissism -- an unhealthy preoccupation with the self --
while the purpose of education is to get you to think beyond yourself. So we will have clubs that
transport you to the wonders and glories of art, music, astronomy, languages you do not
already speak, carpentry and more. If the only extracurricular activities you can imagine being
interested in are those based on ethnic, racial or sexual identity, that means that little outside of
yourself really interests you.

Second, | am uninterested in whether English is your native language. My only interest in terms
of language is that you leave this school speaking and writing English as fluently as possible.
The English language has united America’s citizens for over 200 years, and it will unite us at
this school. It is one of the indispensable reasons this country of immigrants has always come
to be one country. And if you leave this school without excellent English language skills, | would
be remiss in my duty to ensure that you will be prepared to successfully compete in the
American job market. We will learn other languages here -- it is deplorable that most Americans
only speak English -- but if you want classes taught in your native language rather than in
English, this is not your school.

Third, because | regard learning as a sacred endeavor , everything in this school will reflect
learning's elevated status. This means, among other things, that you and your teachers will
dress accordingly. Many people in our society dress more formally for Hollywood events than
for church or school. These people have their priorities backward. Therefore, there will be a
formal dress code at this school.

Fourth, no obscene language will be tolerated anywhere on this school's property -- whether in
class, in the hallways or at athletic events. If you can't speak without using the f -word, you can't
speak. By obscene language | mean the words banned by the Federal Communications
Commission, plus epithets such as "Nigger," even when used by one black student to address
another black, or "bitch," even when addressed by a girl to a girlfriend. It is my intent that by the
time you leave this school, you will be among the few your age to instinctively distinguish
between the elevated and the degraded, the holy and the obscene.

Fifth, we will end all self-esteem programs. In this school, self-esteem will be attained in only
one way -- the way people attained it until decided otherwise a generation ago -- by earning it.
One immediate consequence is that there will be one valedictorian, not eight.

Sixth, and last, | am reorienting the school toward academics and away from politics and
propaganda. No more time will be devoted to scaring you about smoking and caffeine, or
terrifying you about sexual harassment or global warming. No more semesters will be devoted
to condom wearing and teaching you to regard sexual relations as only or primarily a health
issue... There will be no more attempts to convince you that you are a victim because you are
not white, or not male, or not heterosexual or not Christian. We will have failed if any one of you
graduates this school and does not consider him or herself inordinately fortunate -- to be alive
and to be an American.

Now, please stand and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of our country. As many of
you do not know the words, your teachers will hand them out to you.
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Please continue me on the Mail Call list. | really enjoy them and | thank you for all the work of being
our web master. | read my last mail call on an android program by Google and it also Deleted it from

my AOL file when | closed it.

Thanks again, Gene "Zoot" Snyder CO.

\ MailCall # 2209 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 5 of 20



mailto:MailCall@517prct.org

517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

Operation Dragoon Intelligence Reports

A while back, | visited the AHEC in Carlisle, PA and found a box of documents that Col. Graves had
donated to the center at some point. They included a 20+ page Intelligence report prepared by the
517th (Capt. Albin P. Dearing, S-2) for Anvil, describing the LZ and surrounding area in So. France, as
well as intelligence on tactics, weapons, units and key commanders. The documents also included a
detailed "lessons learned" for the period from 15 Aug to 2 Nov '44 written by Col. Graves, along with
some personal papers. All told, there's about 60 pages that | photographed.

| can't recall if maybe I'd sent these to you before. If these are already on the website, | must have just
missed them when | was browsing.

If these don't ring a bell, I'd be happy to send them to you by email or if the files are too big for that
(each is about 2 megs in a jpeg format), | can send them to you on a flash drive. I'm attaching the first
page of the Intelligence report and the first of the "lessons learned" so you can see what I'm talking
about and whether I'd sent them before.

Take care,
Mike Kane
Hi Mike,

| don't remember seeing these before. But it's always possible that | got them and misplaced them. |
would think that | would remember these. | can take them via email.

Thanks!

Bob Barrett

The files go to 0853 Bob. Looks like you may be missing the last 5. I'll resend them tomorrow. They
really are fascinating. I'm sure Howard H will enjoy reading them. Wish I'd come across them years
back. The AHEC is only 15 miles from where | live. | took Frederic Brega and his wife there a couple of
years ago and they had Dick Spencer's uniform on display. Fred recognized the 517 blue patch behind
the jump wings right away before we'd even read the description on the display!

Mike Kane

Sample pages of the “Intelligence Report” are on the following pages.

More in future MailCAlls
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For more pages of this Intelligence Summary, visit: Operation Anvil Intelligence Summary
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And another sample from Mike Kane’s findings at Carlisle:

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 2)

Just wanted to give credit where credit is due: My son's father-in-law who recently purchased the
William Houston journal (that's appearing now in MailCall) is Paul Trencan. He has quite a bit of
interesting World War Il memorabilia that he's acquired over the years from the medal shows he
frequently attends. Since hearing some of the stories I've shared about my Dad, Paul has especially
been on the look-out for items related to the 517th, and that's how he came upon the journal.

Thanks so much!
Shirley Catterson (daughter of Ed Smith, D CO.)

Hi,

It is good to see Bill's letters in print again. He wrote this in the late 1990's and Merle McMorrow had
these published in the Thunderbolt when he was president of the 517. Bill was a member of the 460-C.

Pat Houston (Bill's widow)

On the following pages is installment #2 of William Houston’s wartime journal. This is the first half of his
chapter is about Camp MacKall, including a detailed description and diagrams of the Mess Hall.
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CAMP MACKALL, NORTH CRROLINA

| was shipped to Camp Mackall in North Carolina and arrived there os May 7, 1943
Although Camp Mackall wag a temparary camp it was at ieast neat and clean. With its grass
and pine trees it had a pleasant, but not a resort, appearance. It had 2een named in nonor of
a paratrooper killed in action in Tunisia. For the first two weeks we were restricted to ihe
pattery area so | was not abie to get to the post office to mail hame the pennant and 7-
shiry, which | had bought.

The barracks in no way resembied a lurury hotel. They iere about 65 feet long By
twenty feet wide and were poised on piles of cement Diocks. These glies uaried in helght
fram eoniy a few Inches to about two feet, depending upon the grade g7 the land. The roof
was 3 gable fype with an interfor height of just seven feet. Each battery had twe barracks
and 2ach barracks housed forty-eight to fifty two men in double bunks.

| was assigned to Battery C of the 460th Parachutse Field Artillery Battalion in the
17th Birborne Divisien at this time. Some handie! This was new division, just being formed,
and had, as its insignia, the eagle's ciaw. This patch consisted of a yellow clawy in a black
circle with the usual "Airborne” arched over the top. it was not too long bafore we
discovered that a little Mercurochrome applied to the tips of the talons made the shoulder
patch lsok rather wpicious and biloody. At this time we were allowed 1o wear {(ne
parachute/glider patch on our opuwerseas cap, which made us fesi like parairoopers euven
though we had never been up in an airplane or made a jump.

At Camp Mackall there was a lake which the army had improved by dredging and
hringing in enough sand to make an acceptable swimming beach. During May the weather
was hot in North Carsiina and that particular yesr the entire ares had turped into a dust
pow! so swimming was a8 treat. Well, a treat sxcept for ine thrae mile hike we had io maka
to the !fake and back

Uery early in our basic training we went to & jocation known as the "Camouflage Area”
tp fearn how to conceal equipment and land features by the use of camoufiage. in this area
there wers wooden mock-ups of jeeps,field pieces and even an anti-sircraft gun bidden in 2
housae. Al of this was extremely intarasting to me, put it was not so much the technigue as
jt was the full size modeis that | marveled at. Looking Dback on the eatire set-up | don't
recall ever using thess idsas in combat,

At Mackall | started making friends and some of those friendships haue lasted to this
day. The man in my barracks were from all ouer the United States and have been to reunions
or we hava kept in contact through the years. To mention a few, thers was Sgt. Schaeider,
my Tauorite sergeant who lived near Detroit, Fioyd Dunn and Frank Hupman from Califernia,
Ren Johnson from Utah, Sgt. Bill Westbrook from Florida, Cameron Gauthisr of upper Ngw
York, Marle McMorrow who now lives in North Daketa put was from Minnesota at the tims
and Albert "Bud" Gallwas from Washington who freguently wrote to my sister Marion and
syen Dad, There are are some | hape not seen or neard from since leaving the service; Fitz
Patrick from New York, Long from New York and Fing from Chicago, {ilinois. As other men
joined us the battery grew to Its full strengin of 185 men. To me it was a surprise 1o
discover how few of the men had ever been outside of their hame state beforg joining the
grmi. | guess that | as fortunsie in that Dad worked for a railroad and we were acle 10

BZx5 3

travel on a pass, $0 | had traveled much more thsn the majority of the men.



pat and ! had spent 3 menth in Floride in 1992 and on Jur way home we stopped and
stayed a night with Gaylord and Roselyn Bucher who spent {heir wisters in Aockingham, the
dearsst touwm o Camp Mackall The old sergesnt and | pald a uisit to what s faft of Camgp
Mackall, which is still an active miiitary establishment, but there was ilttie to be found of
the camp as we knew it in 1943, Trees had grown where barracks and roads had once been
and all that remained were the cement slabs which had served as the floors of the latrines
and some abandoned plumbing of a few mess hails. The latrines brought back memaries
which were not the most pleasant ones, those of the iong rows of stoois where you aad no
privacy. For that reason, when | first went into the service, | tried to go o the toilet late
at night, or ayen during the night, so | would be alone. At that time the absence af toiiet
llds, although there were tollet seats, made a bad impression on me.

Rlong this line there was another phase of army life which | could have ilved without -
the “short arm inspection”. These inspections were always unannounced and at random
interuals. For such inspections we were required to fall out and into formation wearing only
boots and a raincoat. Then we had to hold our penis and "milk it down” as the regimental
physician walked by and inspected for evidence of syphilis or gonorrhea.

At Camp Mackall | first saw the field piece with which we would eventually use in
combat. 1t was an antigue leoking 7Smm. howitzer. | say antigue becauss of ihe whasls,
they were made of wosgd, 38 Inches in dlameter with twelve wood spokas, and an lron tire.
The wheels looked like farm iwagon wheeis and | am sure that they were a hold over from
Worid War |. The field pieces were kKnown as pack howitzers or mountaln howitzers and wers
of a design which allowed them to be broken down into parts, packed on rhules, transported
through mountsins, then reassembled quickly and made ready for action. This was the ideal
field piece for the airborne artiliery because it could be disassembied inta units small and
light ensugh to be droppsd by & cargoe parachute, then he rgassembied and in action in 8
matier of minutes, that is if all the parts could be found. A cargo parachuie couig carry
about 468 pounds so It was necessary to use seweral parachutes, one 7or sach belly and sach
door ipad, to safely lower the howitzers to the ground. American paratroops during World
War 11 jumped from Dougias £-47s, the standard cargo plang used 5y in2 United Staies and
most aof the Rilied nations. The C-47 carrisd siy belly ipads, in our case parts of the howitzer
and ammunition, and three smallsr loads in the cabin. The cabin ipads were mads up of the
wheels for the howitzer, the gun sight, suruey equipment, .50 caliber ammuniticn, radis atc.
and were pushed out of the door just before the first man jumped and as the belly foads
were released. This method gave our airborne infantry artillery support within minutes
after landing Wwhich was & reality onty in the U.S. Army - the parachute units of other armies
had to go it on their own until glider troops could be brought in, before they couid enjoy the
support of artillery. One fact thal was never pointed out until we were raady to start our
training us was that there would not be any ushicies to pull the Tield pleces ang that they
have to oe pulled by hand. For this reason we tried to capture enemy yghicles intact o bs
gsed for this purpose. To pull the 1365 pound artillery piece it took ssuen men, sik to pull by
means of a harness and one to sit n the tube to counter-balance the piece. 11 was 2 hard, hot
job but we got plenty of practice during training.

Not fong after | got to Mackall, prebably by the second week pf June, the waood
artillery wheels on the howitzer were replaced with steel wheels fitted with pneumatic
tires, | do not recall of ever pulling the howitzers outside of the baltery area pefors the old
wheels twere replaced but, afier the new wheels were instalied, we nulled the howitzears all

pusr the countryside.
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cariing. This was 3
stock. This was a .
farmeriy carrigd in { ich ater range, {
many sheils and was far more accurate fram 58 to 388 yards

on ~ay 15t | was assignad to a detait to umpack the new cardines which had just
arrived 3t Camp ™Mackall. These guns were coated with oil and wrapped in Brown papar, 1487
placad in wood bodes Tor shipping. it was our jeb to unpasx and cfea*x aakn gun. It was not 3
had detaii - we couid do & gun in 3boutl ten minutss hutl we had anot lessan 10 Jearn, ihat
of goid sricking. e tearned the second lesson well - wse spent an !""JE‘ af‘ﬂ wew—‘gj minuties
1o do cacth gun. We staried to do the unpacking and cledning ouiss a‘ ain at
1580 nours and it ralned so hard that the sntire defall, af zight ;:‘qa man, want jacy ¢

of
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gral,
the barracks and goofed off. The rest of the men were assigned to guard duly so we hag h
barracks pretly much to ourseives,

On the precsding day we had been intreduced to ihe bazooka. This was a portadie
launcher from iwhich & rockat propelisd missile was fired. die went out (o fAres B and Tirad
practice rounds at a moving tank. 1t Is said thatl this wsapon can Knock gul g 1gnk.

gur training about the carbine went into full swing. e fearned to disassemble, name
and identify the paris then reassembie the cardine while dlindfolded. This is 1o make us abie
tg care Taor gur cardine under 2 combat condition swen 17 we did aot have any Hght. |
persanally, never had io use this training while guerseas.

e were issued gas masks on May the 14th. There was never an occasien where we nad
tg yss the gas mask encept for one false atarm in italy which will be recounted latar.
instaad, many of the masks wers discarded and the case used to store hoarded rations.

gn May the 15th, 1943 1 found myself an KP, At Camp Mackall X.P. was miserabis
ssgcent when the rest of the batialion was oui in the field Rt legst the K.P.g were giigwed
to eat an 2ariy chow and ahways got plenty of food. When assigned !t 5 K2, the 5ag started
zarty and ran fate byt pecause | r‘a; ;s"rs wiich varied with 2
carma recall my e ﬁ nours. i rihat if you were sn K.P, té ferg wa
40 anytining eise afiar 4ou fipd 2;
ong thing, By (he time you 751’3"384 jzg wers sg Jeg tre

1as 1o qef m"ne s!eep.

ia

through my armg carger.

Qince ws were in the Sputh there was 3 difference in the gist. | had tg get used 35
food prepared the southern way, to army rations and (o mass groguced mazis Which was 3
real changs from the home cogking | was ussed io. far gxamale, in sgerth Caroling we got 3 gt
meore salt and maore green vegetabies than | gid in ~Minnesola tw far less fats and profsins,
IJe nad heard that stsax, an almost forgetien commedity m cipilian jife, was pientiful in lne
serpice But |oiwould Nike to Xnow in which pert of ihe servics - 1 haye notl s88n and s¢ far
Butter was scarce and we oniy had it for breakfest buf, 8s | maniioned in one letter home,
yoy get used o not hauing it with syery meal, One food hat ] reajiy hated was gast's meat,
' could not stand the taste of if, but eyen worse, | couid not iell what it was by looks alone

£



As 2 conseguence | would foad my olate up oniy o discouer, afier lasting 1. hat "1 was nul

ggef, Thaere was no garticutar odar te give 3 clue 3s o what ¥ Wwas.
THers (UAS 3 MaN In our Satiery, whese game ! cannot recall, Wwhe Wwas g yegatarizn oo
made it a poiat to Bafrzena nim and Be right depiad nim s the chow Hae. In that way !
8

line
hecame the Aappy recipient of his shars of meat. | don't Kaow what Bappeasg 1o nim, is
may naus shipped gut zs a gifferent gutfit or may have i decided o zal rder ¢
surpive. Either way, | was nhappy that he had spent same tima in my battaiion.
Ancther hard to find itsm in civilian iife was film but the PK wsuiﬁ get in 4
epery onca and a while and, If you could get there a3t the right tima, you cauld buy up o LU
rolis at 3.25 per rolf for the 116 size. This gsue ms H

2ight pictures per roil on my camera. 1
grice was 3 bargain when campared (o e $.37 1 had to pay for the same ThHim  DbDeforg join
into the army. it made littie difference that | did not have a tamera in camp but i had hope
af hauiﬂg mine sent soon. Camsrss were permittad but you wers reguired 16 get a8 sermi

and use commeon sense as to what pictures you took.

Qur iaundry could be sent to the quartgrmastsr faundry =
from your pay or you could do your jaundry but ©t mw%ﬁ hgue to ﬁe
weekend was the only time you could find time to de it To identify
had 1o be stamped wWwith tha initial of your last namse and the last fou
sarigl number, thus mine was H-83318. 1 do not xnow whal the ¢nang
markings peing the 58:1'”3 put, by some coincidence we had two such 39 ole in our agv
This caused 2 great geal of confusion since the ciothas wers al ihe same sigie and Cok
right down 1o the SoCKs and undervesr

Then thers was Camearon Gauthier, and industrioys young man Wwhe spent Nis wegi
doing ifaundry he had taken in from other members of the pattery He charged & smalt 7
as | remembear fiftsen canis per item, for his labors, During Wortg Was U seryicem
not aliewed to wear civilian clothes, ercept i their own home while oa furigugh,
was neysr 3 prodism of miking up, lostng or {dantifying civtlian claihes,

5.1, insurance ias optliopel. at least for ithe single soidigr. The grice ias uer
reasanable, only ©6.58 per month for a $19,008 policy whieh couid o2 continged sn ait
their gischarge.

iihen payday came and (he deductions iware added u
your isundry $1.50 was withheld, for insurance anather $6.5¢

war bond; that jeft you with a mere $23.25 for the month.

One day | decided to haue sparkling shoes [this was befors we got jump boots) sc
tgok my G.0. shoes Into the shower ong Alght and went after them with 3 scrud brush and bar
of G.I. spap, Guess what - the foilowing morning thers wasn't any color (g7t on the shoes.

Mouies were a great spurce of entertainment on our fres eyenings. Now that | 1ok

! down for 3
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back | fsgf that most of the enjoyment came from the fact that you s
hour or fwo. Therg were a2t least twe, and maybe even four, theaters al xamg Mackail af
which sach mouie uﬂeiﬂ i}e shown three or four days, then the mowiz would moug 19 ke
neut theater. This was great for seseral reasgns, |7 you heard ‘me gther fellows taiking
abpout a particulariy ga gt movie you still had a cnance to see if, or if you really enjoyes a
certzain mauig. you could catsh 1t a secong time. !t was very seldem that you missed 2 mouvis
Gecause you wsare aag gyery night that the mouvie was in camp.

The theaters were buildings without air-csaditiening oul with fans mountad 3igh on
tn2 wsls 46 circulate the ajr Ysusily you had to g8t there 2srly 15 get 2 seal hut ZusEh



getting therz szarly d4id notl guzranlee 3 seatl since an
towary the fr{mt; ?%at wias rasaryed for afficers.

The beer garden was 3 neatl piaca (o spend an zue ning. Therz were ag [lowers tnere of
course, but thers was a large concession stapd in the center of the garden and picaic tadles
spotied around the grounds. Beer, hot dogs, nop 3nd other goodies wﬁfﬂ gifered for sale ai

were

5
very reascnagie ;‘ritafr Yoy can fmagine what a popular D {gce this was for those who We
not on some sort of deisil and, at the same time, too Broke to go to towsn and pay civilan
prices.

e nad one Teilgw wno wanted to gat out of the army so was “bucking for 3 sest
gight’, a mental gischarge. His favorile thing was to eat glass. He would go to the
gardesn, dﬂ:uzﬁw and aigciric light 5uld from the eavss of the goncessian Jm:mz’ﬁ place
gf mustard on It and proczed to e2at the Huib. What was syen warse, he would some
wait until after 2130 when ail of the lghts were oul in (Rhe barracks, men m(ﬁ out & bui
braak it on the stze{ frame of nis oed, much as you would crack an sgg, snd zat the glass.
The sound af crunching glass o the dark made us all hope that his discharge wouig come sgan,
Eventually it did, the jucky dog!

During this time | may have had & chance to get out of the army but | was 00 dumb {
carry the procedure to its logical conclusion. At the Fort Snelling Reception C ntar thay
noticed that ! had fiat fset and about once a month they would ask if my feet botheres me.

They agig not cause me any troutie so my answer afways was that there was A8 grobism 3¢
stayed right where { was. Had | ciaimed pain or trouble with my feetl | may haus besa put 4

.i'm‘tec guiy or 88“5‘} discharged.
ack top K.P. | had obssrusd that there wers 3 greatl number of dishes i be washed 2
1

ihe messs nall, We mf‘ aot have a dishwasher so spery dish had to bs scrapped off, the ii g
dishas, cups and siiperware wsare washed by hand. The slates and cups wers placed on rucks
ang giorilized with scalding not water, then these twe items were [Tt on their racks 1o dry
Samenow | afways managsd 1o burn my hands _uf. the not water. | st rﬂmembar fiow ihe
siluarwars was drizd, 1t 100% Tiu0 men 3nd 3 matiress couer. A matiress couer 108K the piece
gf 3 sheet sp our bunaks. it wes 19 the maiiress as 2 pillow case was 19 3 gi!iaw 41 was
mada af 3 muslin materis! 3ng 7it oyer the matirass. The siluerware was placso insige oF (he
mattress cover, then with 5 man at 2ach 2ng the cover, {he silyerivars was bounced ug 3nd
down for seueral minsutes gntil the contents were dry. IR Civilian dife this meingd Wss
gsuszliy frowensd opon - something abdoul scratching ihs se!uerba g,

The fipgr of ihe messg hall had 1o ae sgrubbed of course, hut ane of ihe maost clever
operations Las the scrubbing of the tables. Al sach 18 pie there werg Ddanchas, rather ihan
chairs, bul oniyg on ong sidg o7 (ne ame. he top 37 the tsble consisiad of ihres sopards, (he
two ouiside boards were fided but the center gne was removapgis. This enabled the K.F. {0
remeue the cenier ons and ithorsughly cigan belivpen iNs DOSTOs. Tne Cenler 4o ias then
was then raised 2t ons =ng sad the fower end was weaged in this upright i
30 degrees, After the tabie nad dried the 368"" was gui hack inteo ;ﬂsce

By May 21st | was in troubie again. That was the morning that aine of us gispiaysd an
independent sireak and isok off for {he mess :"aii an sur gwn. As 3 "eoazt the first sergeant
inuited us to go for a ride, which sgunded like fun uptil we discoyersd that it was & trucx
ride and, since we had exnibited so much energy 2artigr In the dey, we were required 1o ioad
the 2 1/2 ton truck and the one ton trailer it :m%ied, with dirt, | would rather have Aot gone

far ine r;u'e put | had no choics.
During the day we had the reguisr cslisthenics, drill, a tecture on cannonesring, 2
lesson on hnw to grease, change oil, and take care of o jesp olus & issson on how 19
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disaesemble and assemble 2 .58 caliber machine gun. find, remember, we self taught

surselves how to shouel dirt into 2 truck and trailer.

At about this time we had a driving test. They piled us into jeeps, three men and a3
non-com to each one, and off we went to show our driving skill. 1 didn't do too bad but | did
pray that | would not have to stop going up a hill and start up again. [ was not sure that |
could do it without jerking the living daylights out of the other passengers. | was surprised
at the number of men whs had never driven and marveled at the Californians, all of whom
seemed to be good drivers. Driving 2 2 1/2 ton truck was a different story, 2 sad story to be
sure.

The heat in North Carslina got to me one day so the doctor ovdered me to take some
salt tablets and stay in the barracks for the afterncon. This was 2 welcome mini-vacation.

| took time to write home about one exceptional meal we had at Mackall. We had
roast pork, asparagus, creamed corn, bread, celery stuffed with cheese, eggplant and jce
cream. Butter was missing, though we still have only one pat at breakfast and petatoes are
seldom served.

| did write home about 2 breakfast too, 2 breakfast which consisted of only three
fried eggs. Fried eggs were 2 real treat and when they were served we always went into the
mess hall through the back door and directly inte the kitchen. There the mess sergeant and
K.P,s would be cooking eggs on the top of the stoves and we would point to the eqq or eqggs
we wanted, thereby getling the ones that were "just right”. That is about as personal as the
army could get. Normally, when eggs were served they were scrambled and the rubbery mess
wae set out on the mess line in 2 huge pan. By the time you went through the line the
eggs were cold. You wouldn't think that scrambled eggs could be messed up but, believe me
it is possible.

| also began to develop a definite hate attitude toward the Army Rir Corps, especially
2t 8488 in the morning, when they flew their C-47s over our barracks at about 208 feetl.

Euery soldier must learn to pitch 2 tent using his sheiter-haif and so it was on one aice
May day when we went out te firea B for our lesson. This particular day we dived up into
groups of four and combined our shelter-haives to make a four man-tent. Everything went
fine until the center pole got out of line and one of our men had to crawl inside to
straighten it. Somehow the tent got buttoned up with him inside. At that time an officer
tame by, lined us up and was about to inspect our work when he noticed that there were
only three men. He made us tear the tent down and start all oper again.

firea Al was the section of our camp in which we did most of our training - 2 field about
a gquarter of 2 mile from our barracks that had no buildings and only 2 few trees. Oh yes,
there was one building, the Iatrine. This had a canvas shield around it and all it amounted fo
was a crude outhouse.

On May 23rd my camera arrived but | could not use it until the permit came through.

One of our bivouacs was an overnight affair, as most of the bivouacs were, but in this
instance the plan called for 2 march of thirteen miles by way of a round about route and 3
shorter, more direct route of seven miles on the return. We lucked out for once, the short
route was used in both directions. The packs were light, about twenty five pounds, but the
sun was exceptionally hot and never stopped beating down on us. | am not kidding when §
say my fatigue jacket was dripping sweat after | took it off, even witheut wringing it out.
The same was true of the helmet liner which was so hot that | could not touch it with my

hands.
The shoulder straps that support the musette bag did 2 good job of cutting inte my

shoulders during that march. 1t must have bothered some officers too because it w2 not
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igng after Ihat we were suppHed wity feil pads 13 arotact aur shoulders, 07 course the 23ds
were considered "sissy stuff but they were secretly appreciated everyone ysed them
Zack tg ithe bivouac. We arrived ai our destination al 1534, pitched aur {gnis and
camoufiaged them, 33wa§r aware that the enemu might 58 nearby. | drew guard duty from
i 4
]

§ gnt :
8260 to B300 and Tound out how dark it ¢an reaiiy get. The guard o
from my tent but when | tried g find mg Wway Jack to the tent
and had passed within fifte “; yards of it, sefore | finaily Tound it
ihile an bivouac ws had to 2at in the field, and | compiainsg in my letter
abput the small size of «ne mess-xils - they simply did net hold encugh Tood.
bivopuacs for agw,
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Pay day was another superience worth notg zuen thaugh i1 oaly cams argund gnce a
meath and always In camp. If we wsre out on & probiem the gay had fto walt unti we
returned 10 camp. LeU's run through the fypical pay orocedure. We went to the day room,
stood in fine whije waiting our turn and, wnen gur turn finaily came, we would yacauer,
gnter the offics, sajute snd give gur name, rank and serial number defore recsiving Sur pay
in cash, less deductions, at ‘me first table. This left thrsg mors iables o stap sl - it
reminded me of an obstacie course. Nothing happensd at tasble nymber fwo so ihe nsdl siop
wasg 3% number three. A1 that table we were relisved of §1.70 for swimming trunks which we
were required to buy. This was not the ead of the ordeal and it was at toe last table that
they took another 5.38 cents Tor shouldsr patcnes, jtems which we were required te buy and
wear, And who sewed them on? e did of coaurse,

% day roem waa 3 bar r 5(3. digided by 2 partitien ihrough ine short “’fmemian a7

pne building could Se  shared py two Bbalterigs, Each day ro contained &y
tha 3351’?813 Lam“naﬂﬁef and first sergeant in which they sau;ﬁ do their papsy

The affice ares was separated from 3 recreation area Tor the men by 2 wall. Dur day
roggm arg s mastly used for joafing, letter writing and piaying cards, The lower gorticn
of the walls, from the window sills down, was Tir with a very upusual decar. The waod  was
charred slightly with & blow terch which garkened the saft part of the grain and cresied 3
contrast petween the soft and hard arsas. Then 8 coat of varnish was applied 1o protsct it
and giue 3 glossy appearance. it Wwas Turnished with a couple BT DIemc STyie 180iEs wits
attached oenches.

]

R A

While writing seme ietters in the 48y room ong 2uening ihe 7
‘f’éz men o mous some CJunk” in. | heiped and nows cyr 434 room Is one of
entire camp with six chrome chairs with reg olastic upheistery, faur foot-stools, fsvr wiat
!nmas, a *’ihree—wag fioor jamp, curtains and 3 angy af 3 1abie modsei radic worth aboul
$4G 08, Until this time we nad been able to get only tocal statlens, Which 4id ot affer muci,
but ot we are able to gel something worthwhniie from siatmns in large citigs

By ins i noargac at jeas? sidtzsn rolls of Tim, esch with 3 capacity of
sight pictures. Simca fiim was 50 hard 1o get ! gought @ ratl ar tweo 2uery chance ! gat.

Brotwnies Were aiways s welceme gift from home and in 3 fetler | wrote 10 motier an
May 3ist | thanked her for the Srowsnies | fad recently recsived an thanked her for ool
cutting them. Since it was impessible to cenceal feod from the rest of the guys it was
necsssary (o share with them and, if they were aot cut, they could De digided into ihe
ERhibeh 3 ce this partjcuiar pccasion | was shie to save an enlirs row
for

noduna, inodJdune we staried 1o pull the Tisid piece f-ag nand, on
gyr 1 that our shoe polish melted and wa could net aolish gur
about ihat.




ecand Hike which they calied a
ar an e wers in usmsaf
did not ;. ull
toLed %“:a sair of :;0:‘,?:3 i a
and siung gver the howitzer tube 1o iighten our sersensi igad,

First we went o 3 ¢ 3 JUr are
dark. At 2230 nours ips got the 50 ‘Uasﬁ Station L » {
positisa 0.7 of a mile down the road whers we went into pesition for the mg
was carried on in the dark and with 2 minimum o7 ngise. 11 was 3 yery upcamf?
we ifaid our shelter-nalves down and siest an it wilh ihe dlankast ocver us, ?qe ui,
was trying to decige whether Wwe shouid keep the bianket an us ang suffer from the asat or
dlscard the Dlanket and Teed the maosquitoes. The nedt Uime § am gelag {e 1eaue my Jog-1ags
where they are cleariy visibie so the mosguitees will not have ta roil me guer to 7ind out
what type of diood | have.

From 2330 {o 5039 ! had guard duty We were not supposed 1o use a flashiight but
there wias one case when | would have been bettsr off if | had - that was afier | had
finished my time on guard. Thers was no written or formal order stating or who was o go an
guard or at what tims, so it was the responsibility of each soldier to wake nis reliet up o
stand the nedi hour of guard. First | tried lo get Fritz up buil he meﬁ'ﬁ it clegr that i b
rellzpag hhm. Thaa | tried a ssrgeant umr, necsuss of nis rask, would haye no part af gus
guiy. Finaily t got Bndersen up and on duty. {1 was so dark oul in tAs wm’th Carsiing waog
that you cannot ses five Teel in front of yzm and it is deadly guiet

ﬂt 9538 we had to get up 3nd we had Jreskfast, We had to dig the battery in - 3 tras-
pit, gunner's fou hole, siit trenches and an ammunition pit to simulate cembat esndmms. it
took thirty minutes tg dig the holes, then a lieutenant-colonel cams by, Tell into 5 fouhois
and within 3 matter of thirty secends compieted his inspection, After the inspection we hag
{0 fill the holes in, then we moved outl. We were back in camp by 1130 and guess wnat - we
had to ciean ths guns.
Lbs e

re aliways carrying our caroine, Jt went throu
gn gur shoulder while doing drills on the aowitzer and 3
2E3Y ¢ EEC’} At o this sut no ammunitien had been issusd,
i mads a Usnetian DHAG Tor the window guer my Jung o4

it workaed periectiy - thet is until the first inspection after | iad
time | was ordered 1o remoue it because i was npt reguiation ang the Lther wingows were
not similariy equipped. it did 3 good job of keeping the sun gutl o 18 Synday wiich |
gig ngt naue o get up before (he sun
There was a mention of strawberries in 3 ietier from home and | snswered that | had not
seen any since hefore | joined the army. We did get blueberry pie ance in 3 while. Buller is
stit aniy a breakfast stam

Mare than once | stayed {p camp Bbecause the {ransporiation {0 10N was s@ §ad,
Often it was & wait i one to three nours to gel on the bus, and afier you go to town ihsrs
wasn't much to do and ail there was to see was hundreds of G.l.s. The bus itself was not
gractly 3 first class or lunury vehicie. The t actor unit was a 8o truck iwnich pui}eﬁ agout

dna i
a thirty foot traller, probably At?aut sorings, if one was 1o judge by the guality ol ihs
ridse.
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g hmes when K.P. w as not o oad. One example was a Friday whan we had
gut only 95 for the breekfast anz the evening mea!, Al we dig is loaf



around, ezl oranges and pie and pester the mess sergeant. e were done by 1988 rather
than the normal 2138 2nd there were so few men in the barracks that we turned the lights
eff when we Teit like doing se.

During the day we had made an even hundred pies but after the K.F.3 left there were
only ninety-nine. It comes down to the fact that one K.P. [net me} had a pie to himself. The
following merning the mess-sergeant set out to find the thief. When the sergeant found him
he made the culprit return the pie tin because, he the sergeant, had been charged out with
{88 tinz and did not want to be charged for the lost pie tin. The sergeant didn't a3k any
questions or even mention the pie, but he did get his pie tin back.

e had two popular mess-sergeants; ene was 5gt. Hess and the other was Sqt. Prill.
Therefore the mess hall became known as fless' Mess or Prill's Grill, depending on who was
our reigning sergeant. )

Fritz and | were trying to perfect a chocolate sauce to put on ice-cream so be ready
for 2 new and taszty treat from Camp Mackall in the near future. Nething more was ever
heard ef this invention.

Fritz had a good and bad experience. First the good one. His brother had been reported
killed in action by the Nauy Depariment about five weeks ago, but since then his Tamily has
received a3 letter from him. The bad thing is Fritz's black ege. His harness was too loose the
fast time he jumped from the mock-up fower and it smacked him on the left eye which is
$till black.

fit Camp Mackall | completed my post graduate ceurse in bed-making and finally
arrived 2t the stage where [ can make 3 bed with the bianket so tight that 2 "quarter would
bounce on it", which is supposed to be the uitimate test.

On Sunday, the 13th of June, | went to Mass which was supposed to start at 8788 but
did not start until 8725, as 3 vesult | missed breakfast. Boy, was | hungry! Hungry because
in those days we were required te fast from midnight, even in the serpice. | did make up for
it 2t noon with 2n ouistanding meal of ham with raisin sauce, string beans, a salad, bread,
ice-cream, cooldes and lemonade. This meal was worked off by playing twe games of pool
and going swimming. 0f course all of these activities worked up an appetite and | was

compelled to have some ice-cream made into a fresh orange sundae.
The heat was still 2 peint to write home aboul. The number of runs and the double-

timing with full pack has been cut, but not completely eliminated. This freed up more time
for lectures and "games”, which is another way of saying persenal competition. On June the
14tk it thundered all day while the sun continved to shine but there was ne rain. This
weather, mith all of it's sunshine, did help my tan which was as deep and dark as | have ever
had. BDon't Torget though, before the tan came 2 deep, red burn, also the worse | have ever
had.

lilith the hot days and full training schedule it was common that | would write a letter
in the evening, after lights out, while sitting under the streetlight. This is what happened
on June the 1§th after going to see the mouie "Bataan”. At least | started to write but | had
to cut the letter writing short because it started to rain. | was looking forward te seeing a
meonie coming soon, “Five Graves To Caire", 2t least it gave me a chance make some choices
while in the army.

Earlier in the day, the 18th, a new Teilow, fresh frem Toccoa, joined our ouifit and
reported that a 6.1. had fallen dead while running the mountain when they were beth at
Toccoa.

In 2 letter | mrote to Dad en Fathers' Day | described how Fritz and 1 had learned wow
to male the best of our bivouacs. 1t was rather simple. First we pitched our tent on 2 pile of
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sand left from digging the field pieces in, this was soft Tor comfort and high enough so the
warwe would run arcund it 3nd leave us high and dry inthe event of rain,. Then we buttoned
aur raincoats over the open end of sur shelter-half so we were comfortably enclesed. After
pitching the tent we teok 3 walk dewn the road to a small store and bought some cokes,
cheese-crackers and a large bex of vanilla wafers. With the oranges and checker game we
brought with us we had an interesting evening before the rain started. During the raim we
stripped and took 2 shower, a rather cold shower at that.

Letters began to mention a possible trip to Mackall by Mom and Dad. They could stay
for three dags in the guest house, which was a barracks divided into rooms, but reservations
had to be made at least two weeks in advance. The cost was $5.08.

The official temperature was 180.2 degrees on June 17th but it felt like 128 in the
sun. That was an all time high for that date, so what did we do but go on 3 hike with full
pack.
Since there was little to write about | choose to describe the mess-hall (See sketch 2J.
My first sketch shows the general lagout of the battalion area with the mess-hall wisely
placed in 3 central location. These of us in C battery were fortunate in that our barracks
were located next to the mess hall and on the entrance side so we could watch the line. With
this advantage we developed 3 tactic te save time and energy - we could wait in the
barracks until the line got rather short, then join in. This was not a foolproof method, but 3
gamble as to whether the food would run out or there would be 2 little extra. IT the food ran
short the servings got smaller and smaller toward the end of the line and sometimes even
ran out. Sometimes we were lucky and the there was plenty. In such case the servings
increased and these at the end of the line came out best. Seconds were rare but sometimes
apailable. There was 3 very ridged schedule followed for the serving of meals. Meals were
served at 8615, 1145 and 1745 and the doors were never opened ahead of time. This resulted
in 2 long line before each meal and another wailing period. Rt the precise time the doors
were flung open and the line started to move. In about fifteen minutes you were at the
door, then it happened - you were through the door anin 2 different world. 1t was then that

you realized why it was called 2 mess-hall.
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A Batiery B Batirty C Battery O Battery

Dagaam Latrine Latrine Dayroormng
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Sketeh i camp Mackall, NC.

a plate and loaded it with everything you could get your hands

fince inside you took i
{See Sketch 2 on following page]. After ealing you scraped

on, then gou sat down and ate.
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the remaining feod from your plate into the garbage can and put your piate through a
window into the plate room and left. From there you usually went to the PK. to gst
something eise to sat. Oranges were about the oniy thing you could bring back to the
parracks from the mess-hall but an apple or two have been known to fall Into my lap and
find its way back te my bunk.

Bish Iashing
Room

|

Dishes Meat Uesgetables Salad Bread %_Esrea!
Entrance

O Butter Euit \
Hi
prinks O O O O Garbage Cans \

Table
Beoch

On June 24th we went out to Area A to take part in some maneuvers. No sooner did we
get out there than it began to rain. For about fifteen minutes it rained harder than | haue
guer seen it rain in Minneapolis and then it drizzled for another half hour. | had a letter In
my pocket which | had started to read but did nat have time %o finish - what a mess that
was! The envelope came ungtued and the ink ran to the point that the letter was aimaost

impossible to read. |
on my nineteenth birthday, the first pirthday | spent in the army, 1den't remamber
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517" Parachute Regimental Combat Team

Military History

April 9, 1865: The most deadly war in American history came to an end at Appomattox, Virginia. One in
four soldiers never returned home and 2% of the population died. To put that in perspective, it is the
equivalent of 6 million people today. 149 years ago today.

Civil War | . G20 000
World War — 405,399
World War | — 116,516

Vietnam I, 53 209

Korea I 36516

Revolutionary War | 25,000
War of 1812 mm 20.000
Mexican War 13.283

Irag-Afghanistan @ 6,626

Spanish-American War c 2.446
Gulf War ) 258

Administrivia

» If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

= At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the
unsubscribe link on the email.

» Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

» If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

* | now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If | miss
something, please just send it again.

» Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer: Identify the
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of... etc.) and make all checks payabile to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Joanne Barrett

70 Pleasant Street
Cohasset, MA 02025
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