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MailCall News

Bob,

While traveling to Portland Oregon last week to an educational conference with a colleague, |
found out some very interesting information. My colleague and friend Todd Bird's son lives in
Portland. While there he spent some time at his son's home and found out from his daughter-in-
law, that her grandfather was in the 517th. His name was Steven Gurlidas (last name may not be

spelled correctly) of F Company. Do we have any information on Trooper Gurlidas that | can give
back to Todd?
What a small world.

Lory Curtis, son of Bud Curtis, HQ, 1st Bn

Hi Lory,

On a quick look, 'm not coming up with anything for Gurlidas/Gurlides. The only semi-complete
list we have is the Christmas ’44 roster, which is only at that point in time. Often, | can also find
people who might have been wounded before then in the casualty reports, but those are still very
incomplete for now. If they joined later, that is also tough to find. Canyou check the spelling? Do
they have any other documents?

Bob Barrett

Here is some further information documenting Steven Gurlides was indeed in F Company, 517th.

Lory
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Here is the document on their wall.
It reads:

ARMY SERVICE FORCES
TRANSPORTATION CORPS

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES
NEW YORK PORT OF
EMBARKATION

Pvt. Steve P. Gurlides

517th PRCHT INF REGT

Co."F"

Returned to the UNITED STATES on
the ship SS Oneida Victory which sailed
from Le Harve, France on 13 August
1945 Sig ???

Title Capt. Transport Commander

Thanks,
Todd

That does help. We now know that Pvt. Steve P. Gurlides was with the 517" for their return home,
so | know he wasn’t WIA and knocked out before the Bulge. He probably joined after the
December roster was printed (or just unlisted — there are some errors on that roster.)

I'm copying Mike Wells and see if he might have any info from the Morning Reports of F Company.

Bob B

Steve P. Gurlides - I've checked ALL the Morning Reports I've completed so far and do not find him
in any of them. [ll keep his name on a list and check as | work on the remaining MR's.

Mike Wells

thanks Bob, | wonder if anyone in F Company remembers Steve??

Lory

Here is a homemade video taken on the Oneida Victory returning the troops to NY in 1945. It was
posted on YouTube in 2008. Is this the same journey as the 5172 (I don’t see many paratrooper
boots on the soldiers.)

http://Mmww.yo utube .com/watch?v=0H70E UeM8Jk
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| received a nice note from Chop Chop's daughter along with the attached obituary. Gene was one
in 25 hundred. -- Merle

In Celebration of Gene's Life

Welcome

Coming Around The Mountain
Eulogy
Sharing of Memories

Last Respects
3 on the Risers

Procession to Grave Site

Dinner

For one human being to love another--that is perhaps the most
difficult of all our tasks, the ultimate, the last test and proof, the
work for which all other work is but preparation,

-Rainer Maria Rilke

A man can do only what a man can do. But if he does that each day, he
can sleep at night and do it again the next day.
-Albert Schweitzer

Whatever you do, you need courage, Whatever course you decide upon,
there is always someone to tell you that you are wrong. There
hat tempt you to beli
and follow it to an end requires some of the same

are always

difficultics arisir

s are right. To map
out a course of a
courage that a soldier needs, Peace has its victories, but it takes brave
men and women to win them.

-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Immediately after burial, dinner to follow at the Mars residence

_D:e:hom 618‘3 McAbee Rd, San Jose, CA 95120 5

300 Curtre Alfs'u"fos- CA 95112 ugene Chiars

1. Head northeast on Curtner Ave, go 0.2 mi, total 0.2 mi & SWemoriam

2. Make a U-turn. About 3 mins, go 1.0 mi, total 1.2 mi X '““.]T‘-"z'/ll/i‘r‘ 2], 1922 Cutober 2 2071

3. Take the Almaden Expy S ramp, go 0.2 mi, total 1.3 mi

4. Merge onto Almaden Expy, About 6 mins, go 4.1 mi, total 5.4 m

5. Tum right on
go 0.6 mi, total

cAbee Rd, Destination will be on the right. About 3 mins,
mi

6183 McAbee Rd. San Jose, CA 95120
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From Roger Sullivan (son of George Sullivan),

| scanned the enclosed and will stop for the day ...

This photo of William Mitchell has the following inscription on
the back — presumably sent to my Mom (I think (hope) as a
joke?).

“‘Say, what do you see in Sully.

When | am around | am really a nice guy.
Maybe we should get together some time.
How about it?

PFC William Mitchell
Co A 1°'Battalion
517 Parachute Inf.
Camp Mackall NC
APO 452

A squad roster using what appears to be a found day-planner signed by a “M Emile Gregoire,
Place du Rivage No 1, Stavelot.” The book was empty except for one page where the roster was
written.

S/Sgt Matulovich Sgt George A Sullivan — Sqd Ldr W
Sgt Sullivan Pfc Charles C Carr — 1% Sct S e s
Alvie Pfc Charles D Chase — 2™ Sct B Can ’or Sex
Wimpling Medard J Jr. Halfpenny - L.M.G . C.Crnse ane noiy
Allen Pfc Peter B Tarasievich - Asst. e N1 pmLrremny Lrme. o
Norris Pvt P Thibodeau — Ammo * b
Smith Pfc Bryce B Balyeat - BAR f‘”" Hererswe Ao
Crawford Pfc Jack E Sullivan - Asst B ‘j’ ?’:if e ﬁ:‘; ;
Hilt Pwvt J Cotter — Rifle * Bevooone i
Applegate Pvt Harold S Alexander — Rifle : "
ST K frexrnoer «
Pfc J Clay- Rifle * ere. o). Comp L p
Pfc G Moore — ATG * e, G, Foone #7e, ol
Sgt R Lincoln - Asst Sqd Ldr * SR Lincorn  murrJsd/ld
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Where | could find the individual on the Madawaska passenger list, I've included the first
name. Others are marked with an asterisk (*). Perhaps these fellows were transferred in from
another unit after the sail home and this roster represents a unit back in the States.

The other squad roster also contains written notes listing squad members purchases of cigarettes,
cigars and candy. It's in my dad’s handwriting, so I'm assuming that the squad leader was
responsible for tracking the purchases and payments. Given that this and the other roster show
dad as a Sqgt., they date to early 1945 — after major combat and perhaps shortly before or during

the trip home.
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Best regards,

Roger Sullivan

Bob,

Enclosed is an article by George Dorsey, ‘Stars and Stripes” correspondent, quoting Maj. Forest
Paxton and describing the time in southern France near Sospel and Nice. He describes the
dramatic juxtaposition of a café in Nice versus combat duty and the very fluid definition of ‘front
lines.” The last section of the article describes how the supply logistics were severely stretched

during this time.
Regards,

Roger Sullivan
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l, Sst. GEORGE DORSEY
Staff Writer

ON THE MARITIME ALPS
FRONT, Nov. 5—There is a story
ey tell about this froant.

You are sitting in the bar of a
iviera or alpine resort hotel,
inking 8 Black and White maybe
r a martini, With some guy in a
rachut'st’s jump suit, you are de-
ating one thing and another, like

the French woman here to stay?

en the soldier you have been talk-
g to suddenly looks at his watch,
umps up from his soft leather chair
nd slings his carbine over his
houlder.

"I hope you'll pardon me,” he says,
ut I have to go on outpost now.

scouring cocktail lounges_and other
place . of pleasure for enough men to
lead out on a patro! into German
territory.

There are other storles, howgver.
Of men who have advanced over the
lip of a mountain and set up posi-
t'ons in the face of direct fire from
accurate 88s, of doughboys tied into
their foxholes for foodless, water-
less days by the close-meshed lace
of criss-crossing German bullets.
Every day there are the medical of-
ficers' reports of men whose legs
have been blown off by the treach-
erous foot mines which the Ger-
mans have concealed along nearly
every rocky trall in these moun-
tains.

The contrasts don't end with the

is at onoce the coldest and wnrme.t
front in Europe. It runs, jagged as
the mountains themselves, from the
Swiss border, south 200 miles oveg
snow-capped peaks which tlower,
8,000 feet or more into the air, and
ends on the graceful white beaches
of the Ligurian Sea not far beyond
Monte Carlo. The front is interna-
tional-—American guns firing from
French soil are often answered by
German batteries in Italy.

The line is manned by American
forces commanded by 37-year-old
Maj. Gen. Robert T. Frederick and
elemen’: of the lst French Army.

prilliant and daring tactician, heads
the Airborne.Task Force, which in-

General Frederick, who won for-
himself at Anzio the reputation of &

be war' in these paris caa be ua cludes paratroop formations, the

sandwich ng together of sumptuous

antastic as this, More than one
ergeant can

‘famed Canadian-American Special
Service Force and: other units.

The:r job is to protect the flank
and rear of 6th Army Group and
they have gone about it o the only
way understood by sg‘z‘nted troops
of their type-—by atlacking the ene-
my again anc aga:n and keeping
him  off balance. These methods
have paid off. The task foree has
captured more than 3.800 priscners,
shovgd ‘the enemy back more than:
50 miles and liberated the big re-
sort cities of Nice and Cannes and
the fabulous. postage - stamp - smed

principal'ty of Monaco,

The preference among task force
offzcers for attack over static de-
fense is voiced by Idaj. Forest S.,
Paxton, San Francisco, who com-
'mands the 3rd Battalion of an air-
borna reg.ment.

Would Rather Attack

I would rather aftack” he says,
"because. strangely encugh, 1 sui-
fer fewer casualties when on the
o'fensive. The boys are alert, care-
ful. They take good care of them-
selves But when they're just sit-
t'ng around. they get careless. Just
|about the time they get to thinking
%oetrhmg can happen to them, t.2

mans sneak inlo oﬁr pos.hots

t!ﬂd ra‘ae hell.”

it is true ‘thal the terra.n here-
:ab'out: aftords led oppor: 2
tucity for sucessstu i il't!‘awﬁ\uf
Iucs. Most of the vigorous patrofing) 1g]
which goes on along this froat is|

tell of frantically

conducted during d&yhzht. et mg;

relaxation and roaring death. Thisl

|patrols, taking advantage of all the
caver afforded by boulder-strewn
thickly forested mounta:ns, are sel
dom detected before they are with:
25 yeards of the _enemy lines. Sol-
diers. of both sides have been kid
naped in the middle of theﬂay wheo
they were well behind their owt
{outposts. Even the occasional fa
in th's country is an trregular, ter-

raced affair tha ov;deiexeel‘en
_gg_ncea‘lmqgt:
; ‘!‘hmgs have‘been going wall Herd

lately—the Germans have
pulled "back some dstance in the
south, allowing the Americans
seize Sospel, where four importan
roads meet just west of the Italla
frontier—but the history of this
front has been that it was kept BC
ing only by sweat, muscle and rug
ged determination. S
who were given the order to f.gh
the foe in the east had little of the
mechan zation and few of ma
chines taksn for granted by €
modern fighting force.

2 On Their Backs

- Alrborne troops are equipped fo
lonly four or f.ve days of lightn.ng
f'ghting. The transportation and
artillery wh.ch normally accompan
ies them is insign ficant. Thus
when Genera! Frederick's men be-
gan marching eastward, the -
carry almost ever
backs. They Lved rdasrﬁﬁfw a
[tood Frenc peasants would give
| sell. -They packed heavy morta:
on lon rehes. and 75mm bow-
3 e pu.led _and shoyed b

(Continued on page 4)

" Supply “wis more of a problem
[than hastily organized German de-
tcus.vq me&sure;s, even w.th ewery
manner of captured “enemy vehi-
cle pressed into convoy work. And
as the mountans became rougher
and higher, mules had to be found
to carry food. water and ammuni-
‘tion up o plalwons fighting on
‘nearly inaccessible peaks. Yet Tth
g g e
2 cally and s

meads when mmenl%ﬁedjbgﬁ
trucks and guns: the needs of the
d.visions hurl.ng the Germans north|
nto the Belfort Gap ‘were greater . |
i This was the: forgotten front—and
‘it stll is. The soldiers down here.
suffering their losses, taking here
4 town and there & mountain mass,
.don't make the bcudhnea ~They
rlmo\v thxs ‘and they'll ‘tell ‘you so.
Some say u«mﬂ: a touch ‘of b.tter-
ness, thinking of the:r scanty trans-
.pol,rtatfcm and not-too-warm cloth-
icg. Others. looking (omiard 10 a
pass to glorlous Nrce next. weekend.
grin and! saz pre we sﬁy “for-
gotten. ™
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Searching for Albert Delgado’s family

This entry was posted in last week’s MailCall:

Submitted by |Comments:

Name: Paul Hamilton I am seeking to make contact with family members of
From: Texas Albert A. Delgado, KIA during the Battle of the Bulge.
E-mail: I am in possession of items I would like to return to his

pdhh080892@sbcglobal.net family. Please contact with any information. Thank you!

Added: November 13, 2011

Cpl. Albert Delgado was in A Company of the 517" PRCT, and was KIA in Belgium. | did post
this note in last week’s MailCall, but didn’t expect to hear anything since we do not have any info
on relatives or friends of Albert on our mailing lists.

For the hell of it, | did a quick Google search, and | ran across this article from the Kansas City
Kansan, noting the 2007 death of Albert’s brother, Sgt. Tarsicio Delgado, a Korean War vet and
POW. This article below is the one and only reference to Albert Delgado that | could find.

Bob Barrett

Caminos: Freedom is not free
Posted by Rudy Padilla on January 12, 2011 - 5:34pm

By RUDY PADILLA

If you go to the internet and enter “Korean War photos” a huge amount of photos and '
information appears. 2

Many of us had family and friends fight in that war against the communist threat. Two &
distant relatives of mine carry life-long disabilities from the Korean War. z
Unfortunately it is referred to as “The Forgotten War.” At the entrance to Wyandotte
County Park is a list on a granite memorial of those who died for this country. Their
names are to be remembered. The names are those who were residents of Wyandotte
County when they left to serve.

A new book available in the public library includes many photos of participants in
World War 1l and the Korean War. Latino Advocates for Education, Inc. has produced
its 4th book “Freedom is not Free” with the efforts of university students and
university alumni. They point out that the “first American casualty at Pearl Harbor
was Ensign Manuel Gonzalez, a Navy pilot from the USS Enterprise.”
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s
LA

Also Included in the book is the story of Sgt. Tarsicio Delgado — as recounted by his son: Delgado enlisted
in the U.S. Army on July 21, 1950.

He was stationed at Fort Ord in California and was later deployed to the front lines in Korea with Company
1, 14th Infantry Regiment of the 25th Infantry Division. Tarsicio Delgado was the sixth brother to join the
armed forces. Four brothers served in World War |1, and another also served during the Korean War.

Two of Tarsicio’s brothers were killed in action in Europe during World War II, Albert A. Delgado, a
paratrooper in Belgium, and Manuel P. Delgado, a tank man in France.

On March 1, 1952 at Heartbreak Ridge, while serving as a corporal, Tarsicio was commanding a listening
post out in front of the barbed wire lines. Shivering in the bitter cold on sniper duty, a North Korean patrol
appeared, but Delgado and his two buddies held their fire.

They had been told one of their own patrols was out, and they dared not shoot by mistake. “One of them
tossed a grenade i on us,” Delgado said, “and I tossed it out agamn. But before I could grab my rifle, they
were in on us.” While being transported to the Red lines, Delgado was hit by mortar fire and struck in the
head by a burst of shrapnel.

Delgado tried to play dead, but was dragged through the snow by his heels. Although some of the shrapnel
was removed at the end of the war, Tarsicio Delgado had shrapnel remaining in his head until his death on
May 19, 2007. Tarsicio never received the Purple Heart Medal for this injury, due to it occurring across
enemy lines and being captured.

Delgado was marched for two days into ‘no-man’s-land,” to an interrogation center and was tortured for an
explanation of what the communists insisted must be a code. The series of numbers was a list of all his

family members’ birthdays: mother, father, five brothers, and six sisters. Tarsicio Delgado was declared
Missing in Action on March 1, 1952 and his capture was never confirmed. Delgado was taken to Camp Two
Annex near the Yalu River, which contained approximately 30 enlisted men and 120 officers. Delgado stated,
after his capture, “the Chinese beat the hell out of me,” in an attempt to force him to give away his unit’s
position on the battle line. Delgado said “I can’t do that.”

When being transferred from the North Korean Reds to a Chinese Communist Prisoner Camp, the Chinese
told Delgado to fill out a form. The last question on it stated, “How were you treated by the North Koreans?”
Delgado told them the truth, and they got mad! The Reds put him in a special camp for prisoners called
‘Reactionaries,” who were considered too anti-communist. “It was pretty rough, rougher than some of the
“good boy” camps. Bad food, strict silence among prisoners, and punishment in the ‘hole’ for disobedience
was the order of the day.”

Delgado spent 16 hours a day at Camp Il Annex, cooking, carrying water, getting food, and preparing all the
meals. With the extra duties as camp cook, Delgado was able to plan an escape and save some food.

He took some rice, crackers, and soy beans, but especially would not leave without his hand carved rosary
made during his stay at the camp. Whittled out of a branch, bead by bead, and tied together with threads
from his own clothes, Tarsicio prayed constantly with his rosary in hopes of getting home.
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Delgado escaped on July 4th, Independence Day, and “went over the hill.” After his break out, he was re-
captured again two days later while trying to circle around another prisoner camp. Seen by a Chinese soldier
who challenged him, Delgado yelled something back in Korean, and he let him by. However, some Korean
civilians ran up to the soldier and told him Delgado was an American, and “that was all.”

Returned to the prisoner camp, the Chinese tied a rope around Delgado’s neck and threw the end over a
beam. He was hung from his neck for three hours with only his toes barely touching the ground.

If he relaxed from the tiptoe position, he would choke. Delgado states, that although he thought they were
going to Kill him, it was only punishment because they needed him to bake the bread for the camp.

Delgado planned another escape for late August, but the truce came and he was exchanged on August 26,
1953 at Freedom Village, Korea. On the trip back, approaching “Freedom Gate,” Delgado described, it was
“deathly quiet,” because during the last week before the prisoner exchanges, several men were hastily
convicted on trumped-up charges and never seen again.

At age 25, Delgado had spent 554 days in the Korean Prisoner of War Camp and was released at the end of
the war.

Tarsicio Delgado achieved the rank of Sergeant and after his return to the U.S. was awarded the Korean
Service Medal, two Bronze Campaign Stars, the National Defense Medal, the United Nations Service Medal,
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and three Overseas Service Bars.

Although deserving of the Purple Heart Medal due to the shrapnel wound he received at Heartbreak Ridge,
because it was inflicted after his capture and not verified, he was never awarded this distinguished medal.
Sergeant Delgado fearlessly served his country with honor, loyalty, and valiance and was honorably
discharged on February 1, 1954.

He died on May 19, 2007, never receiving the Purple Heart Medal, and still possessed shrapnel in his left
temple. Tarsicio once stated, “It is not the medals and ribbons that determine a man’s loyalty to this great
country. We have our freedom today because of these men, no matter if they have the medals or not.”

http://kansascitykansan.com/blogs/rudy-padilla/caminos-freedom- not- free/9430

More MailCall News

New website addition:

b S

ﬁ\:v““\ ".‘\’;‘ & "
Ad

Full size: A Company group photo at Camp Toccoa 1943
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A story about the 517th landing in southern France is contained in the Late Fall 2011 issue of the
WW Il History Magazine. Specifically mentioned in the article are Hal Roberts and Clyde
Hoffman. Material for the article was submitted by Chris Blendheim who served in the airborne
forces from 1989 to 1992. He is a high school teacher and resides in Sebatian, Florida.

Merle

Submitted by |Comments:

Name: Allen H. Douglas, Jr. My fatherwas Sgt Allen H. Douglas, 517th 43' - '45.
From: Flowery Branch Ga

E-mail: He passed a young man of 53 in Dec. 1977. I regret I
Marinesurveyllc@charter.net never learned much about his service, he never spoke
about it.

Added: November 13, 2011
517 PRCT Florida Mini-Reunion — January 2012

WHEN: January 14 — 16, 2012 WHERE: Ramada Hotel & Inn Gateway
7470 Hwy 192 West
Hospitality Room Opens Evening of January 13 Kissimmee, FL 34741

800-327-9170
Click here to download info and registration form

For further information contact
Brenda Verbeck Mortensen, 813-335-8002 bverbeck@gmail.com

Administrivia

= If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

= At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know.
= Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

= |f you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

= | now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn't. If |
miss something, please just send it again.

= Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:
Identify the purpose of any donation (Annual Dues, etc.) and make all checks payable to:

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Joanne Barrett

70 Pleasant Street
Cohasset, MA 02025
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