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Battle Of The Bulge Remembere

PARATROOPER
WOUNDED TWICE
IN 3 MONTHS

By Daun Eierdam
THE MORNING NEWS + DEIERDAM@NWAONLINENET

BELLA VISTA — British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill called
the Battle of the Bulge the great-
est American battle of World War
1L

But to paratrooper Mo Kunkel
of Hamilton County, Texas, it was
one of the coldest, most exhaust-
ing times of his life.

Kunkel, who now lives in Bella
Vista with his wife, Jo, agreed to
share his story to honor Veterans
Day, which was Sunday. Many
businesses and government of-
fices are marking the occasion to-
day.

Kunkel already had fought
against the Germans in North
Africa and had survived having
his A-20 bomber shot down.

But, in 1944, Kunkel and his unit,
the 517th Parachute Infantry Reg-
iment, were sent to join the inva-
sion of France. In December of
that year after already having
fought 90 days in the Alps, the
517th took part in what became
known as the Battle of the Bulge.

The 517th was taken to the front
by truck convoy, a journey of a
day and a night during which the
paratroopers found it impossible
to sleep.

“I really don’t think any of us
had any sleep” throughout the en-
tire battle, Kunkel said. “We’'d take
a little nap here, a little nap there.
We were just living off adrena-
line.”

The 517th arrived at the front at
night and immediately joined the
battle, Kunkel said. The para-
troopers could not see the crack
German troops that surrounded
them, but they could hear their
tanks.

“When we got to the front lines,
the tanks were all around us,”
Kunkel said. “We took any cover
we could find.” If he and his bud-
dies hadn’t been so tired by that
time, they might have been more
scared, Kunkel said.

The Germans weren’t the only
enemy in the field, however.
Kunkel and his fellow GIs also had
to fight the weather.

“It was extremely cold,” Kunkel
recalled. “T had never been in any-
thing like that before.”

As if weariness and weather
weren’t enough, there was no
food. The 517th brought no rations
with them. Kunkel said it was Feb-
ruary — after the Allies won the
battle — before he got his next de-
cent meal.

The 517th took a lot during the
Battle of the Bulge. At one point,
it was ordered to Malmedy, Bel-
gium. The German troops had
surrounded the town. Kunkel said
that, on the way to the already-de-
stroyed town, the 517th was di-
rected along the road by Germans
dressed in the uniforms of cap-
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Mo Kunkel, right, and his wife, Jo Kunkel, sit in their Bella Vista home Friday reflecting on his

service during World War Il.

tured American military police.

The American soldiers didn’t
have a clue as to the real identi-
ties of the MPs, who spoke per-
fect English, Kunkel recalled.

The Malmedy Massacre, in
which captured American soldiers
were slaughtered by machine-gun
fire, already had occurred. On the
way into the town, the soldiers of
the 517th saw the bodies of dozens
of soldiers — both Allied and Ger-
man.

The MPs directed the 517th in-
to an open, snow-covered field,
then opened up on them with
mortar fire. Kunkel and his unit
retreated.

“I don’t think we ever figured
it out,” Kunkel said of the Ger-
mans’ deception.

Kunkel was wounded twice
during the three-month-long bat-
tle. The first time, Kunkel was
wounded by an artillery shell that
hit a wooden door as he opened
it. The young soldier suffered a
concussion of the lungs and shrap-
nel to the hand.

The second time, Kunkel had
been fighting along the Rhine Riv-
er when his lung was ruptured by

another artillery shell. Kunkel had
run from cover to drag back a re-
cruit who had been trying to catch
a chicken.

Kunkel took cover behind a rail-
road track while German 88s
sailed just over his head and ex-
ploded behind him.

“They lifted me off the ground
every time they would hit,” he re-
called.

Kunkel was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart that time.

He was in a mobile hospital for
two weeks, then sent back into the
field as a “runner,” carrying mes-
sages between headquarters and
field units. He was even more ex-
posed in this job, he said.

From the Battle of the Bulge,
Kunkel and his unit were sent to
fight in the Battle of the Rhine, in
Bergstein, Germany. Each time a
patrol would go out, the Germans
would push them back with ma-
chine gun, mortar and rocket fire.
A sniper killed a soldier standing
right next to him, Kunkel recalled.

When his unit finally was re-
lieved, it was ordered to France,
where Kunkel spent the rest of the
war — until Japan surrendered —
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in a hospital because of the lung
concussion. He was “129 pounds
of skin and bones” when he was
discharged and sent back to Texas.

World War II was a different
situation for the United States, the
veteran said. Back then, the whole
country came together for a sin-
gle cause.

Things changed after the war,
but Kunkel says the pendulum is
swinging back now. Since the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11, he sees a
more patriotic trend.

Kunkel and his fellow veterans
of VFW Post 9063 are getting calls
to speak to schoolchildren and
hang flags in the schools at a pace
they haven’t seen in years.

The post honor guard, of which
he is a member, just doesn’t have
the people and the time to ac-
commodate all the calls it has
been getting.

“I think it’s very hopeful,” the
veteran said of the new patriot-
ism. “How long it will last, I can’t
tell you”

d CO Can Be Invisible Killer

FIRE DEPARTMENT BUYS MONITOR
TO DETERMINE DEADLY GAS LEVELS

By Julie Allison
THE MORNING NEWS  JALLISON@NWAONLINENET

ROGERS — It’s not always what
you see that can hurt you.

Sometimes, it’s what you can’t
see.

The colorless, odorless, taste-
less and deadly gas — carbon
monoxide — can creep into a
winter-proof house and cause ill-
ness or even death.

The Rogers Fire Department
recently purchased a new carbon-
monoxide monitor that deter-
mines the exact level of carbon
monoxide, or CO, in the air. Fire-
fighters will come to a home or
business to check for CO, officials
said.

Firefighter Mike Braswell
demonstrated how the hand-held
monitor works.

First, the probe is checked out-
doors, where no CO is present, to
make sure it registers at zero.

Then the probe — like a wand
— samples the air to be tested. It
only takes about 30 seconds for
the probe to determine the CO
level, Braswell said. A zero level
means there is no CO in the air.

A Rogers family experienced
CO poisoning last January during
an ice storm.

Fortunately, family members

called the fire department and
were told to leave the house im-
mediately. The family of three
spent the day breathing oxygen
in the emergency room. After the
incident, they quickly bought a
CO detector.

Deputy Fire Chief Wayne Bras-
hear said that one of the prime
symptoms of CO poisoning is
when everyone in one place — at
home or at work — experiences
headaches and fatigue.

Because CO gas is lighter than
air, it can spread through a house
quickly and invisibly.

People inhale carbon monox-
ide, which attaches to the hemo-
globin in the blood, replacing the
vital oxygen.

As one breathes more carbon
monoxide instead of oxygen, the
symptoms of oxygen-deficit will
be felt — fatigue, headaches, nau-
sea, dizziness and diarrhea, ac-
cording to the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health. The symptoms
are often mistaken for influenza.

Long-term exposure to CO can
lead to neurological disorders,
memory loss, personality changes
and even brain damage.

In addition to a smoke detec-
tor, every residence should have
a carbon-monoxide detector, fire
department officials said.
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The Chateau of Rogers is a beautiful, serene Independent living facility
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SO up to date fire and evacuation systems are in place. Emergency call lights
in each room give residents peace of mind in the event they need staff assis-
tance. The Chateau of Rogers includes meals, laundry, and housekeeping

If life changes affect total independence, please remember that The
Chateau provides each person the minimal assistance needed to maximize
their individual potential for an independent and pleasurable lifestyle.

Contact Lisa Jennings at 501-636-6285
or Darryl Thomas at 501-636-6290
The Chateau of Rogers - we care for and about the whole person.
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