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OPZ3ATIONS OF CC 2, B17TH PARACHUTHE IHFANTRY
COMBAT TEAM, (1st ABTF), IN A RIVZR CROSSING
AND ATTACK AT LA ROQUETTEZ, FRANCE, 27 - 28

‘ AUGUST 1944,

_ (8CUTHERY FRAKCE CAMPAIGN)
{Personal Experience of an Attached Officer)

CRIENTATICN

INT RODUCTICN

This monograph covers the operation of Co E, 51T7th Parachutg
. Infantry Regimental Combat Team, (Firet Airborne Task Porce),
(Chert ¥o. 1), 27 - 28 August 1944, in the crossing of the VAR
River and the attack on the town of LA RUQUETTE, in the initial
ohase of th= invasion of Scuthern Francas. |

To properly orient the readser ss to the purpose and miassion
of this unit it is nscessary to discuss the train of svente
preceding this oparation;

The Allies had successfully invaded Ritler's "Fortress Europa"
on 5 Jﬁne 1944 and by the middle portion of the month of Ausust
were pushing & meiled arm through a disorganized.engmy withdrawing
to their much vaunted SiegFried defensee. (1)

It had been so plannéd by the Allled staff that to further
aid the moment of victory and prevent the reinforcement of the
SIZGFRAIZID LINE from troops in Italy and Southern France that the
Alli=g would launch an invasion on the Southern CQoast of France,
(2), this to bs known as "ANVIL" for planning purposes and "DRAGOON"
for sxecution. (3) DAAGOCH wae to bs a joint eirborne/amphibious
operation and would depart from Allied hsld Itelian territory to

land on the Southern coast of France, east of TOULON., (4)

(1g A-12, p. 291
(2) A-1, p. 23
(3) A-l, p. 56
(4) A-1, p. 50




This invasion force was to be initially under the command
of the United 3States Seventh Army, (Lt. General Alexander M.
Petch, Jr.) (5). Americanrfggé‘;lamcnts consisted of the U.S.
Third, {3rd), Thirty-sixth (35th), Forty-fifth (45th), First
Airborne Task Force tlst ABIF), and attached service and support
units. (6) Purther Allied forces smbraced in thie command wers
two (2) French Corps which consisted of five (5) infantry
divisions and two (2) armored divisions, and in its entirety to
be known &s French Army "B". (7) These troops were commanded
by General de Lattre de Tassigny (&), and would have the honor of
being the “irst French troops to fight on native soil since the
defeat of France in 1940.

. In general the mission of the major elements were: U.S. VI
Corpe, (Lt General Lucian K. Truscott coﬁmanding US Forces), (9)
would land D Day, 15lAugust 1944, secure & beachhead east of TOULON,
exploit north along the REONE River to LYON and VICHY; French
forces would land D # 1, pass through the US VI Corps and ssize the
harbors of TOULON end MARSEILLES, which wars to be refittéd for use
to supply this southern army. (10)

THZ GESZRAL SITUATION

s

Znemy troops in area consisted of the German Nineteenth Army

smbracing two.(2) Corps ofréigﬁt (8) Infantry Divisions and one (1)
Panzer Division in rosition from the Spanish Border east to the.
Italian Border. (Bee Map A) .

Combat efficiency could be considered fair, strengﬁh toughly
75% of normal, and fire power scmawhat limited to smallér type

wegpons. #ith the exception of the 11th Panzer Division, the units

(5} 4&-1, p. &
(6) A-1, ». 57
(7) A-1, ». 151
(8) A-1, ». 16
(9) A-1, ». 487
(10) A-1, ». 57




)
in this commend were of a reserve nature, or unifs sent to the
area for r=fitting and replacement. Replacements that had been
received had been largely Russians, Czechs, and persons of
Bélkan descent and presumed to be serving under duress. (11)

The U.S. VI Corps would assault with three divisions
similtaneously in the selscted heeachhead area and adﬁahce rapidly
inland to contact friendly'airborne forces previously dropped.
Airfields in the vicinity of Le MUY would be prepared immediaﬂely
for use of THCtical Air Command. All units would hold on reaching
Chjective No 1, "Blue Line", and would continue the expansion on
oyder. (12) (8se Meo B)

Amphibioga forces were guccessful in landing in vicinity of
8T. RAPHAEL - ST.‘TROPEZ - FREJUS area on D Day, 15 Aug 44, Airborne
forces (lst ABIF) lended vie parachuts on D Dy, H Hour minus (0430

»

hour) on Di's in vicinity of Le MU¥ - L£5.ARCS - La FHCITE and

successfully blocked any mWovement of enemy-resefves from the west
and north thet might have driven our amphibious forceS'b;ck into the
sea. A reinforcing para;glider unit drop arrived in the securedDZ
1800 hours, D-Day. (13) VI Corps assaulﬁ unit successfully over-
came the gtout German defenses in the coastal area and by D # 2 hed
secured their objective of I'E.‘Lue Line". (See Map B) (14)

VI dorpa ordered the 3rd, 36th, and 45th Divisions to send
certain of their forces to Le MUY on 17 Aug to be formed into an
Armored Group to be known as "TASK FORCE BUTLER", énd to be prepared
to execute the second phase of Operation DRAGOON with the remainder

of the Divisions. The time had arrived to exploit the initiel

{11) A-1, p. 34
{12} 41, p. 118
(13) &-5, p. 11-12
(14) A-1, p. 145




advantege held by the Seventh Army (15).
On 18 Aug the exploitation had begun. The US 3rd Division
was to selze and hold positions in the south portion of the beach-

head until passed through by the II French Corps, thence to advance

along Highway ? to the RUCONE RIVER DELTA; +the US 45th Division

would sdvance NW, skirting the MAURES MOUNTAINS to the North; US

35th Division would advance eastward towards CANNZS, and as soon
asrthe beachhead was secured, be prepafed to thrust northward along
VMARSZILLZS; Task Force Sutler was to drive to the DURZINCE RIVER near
MA?E?QUE or 3T PAUL, seize a bridgehead and be prepared to drive either
north to GRENOBLE or MONTZLIMAR, (16) (17) (See Man C) .

GENZRAL SITUATICN, Let ABIF

This fast moving action on the part of the 3rd, 36th, and 45@h
Divieions caused the sast (right}'flank of the VI Corps to be exposed
te any forces that.-might be gent from the German Forées in Ttaly, and
held the possibility of & thrust by the enemy to separate the fast
moving US Forces from their supply bases in the beachhesad area. TQ'
close thie gap and protect the east flank, VI Corps ordesred the lst
ABIF to0 advance to a line FAYZNCE - LA NAPOULZ and prevent any enemy
movement to the west.  (18) (19) This line was eventually extsnded
to the Franco-Italisn Rorder from the MEDITERRANZAN SEA to the LaRCH&
Pﬁﬁ?, some £ifty (50) miles to the north. (20) (See Mep D)

inemy troops now facing the advanéing 1st ABIF were identified
as 1486th pivieion (Inf): QbOth nrenadiar Regiment of the 90th Panzer

Division (dismounted): B80th Regiment of the 34th Division (Inf): en

(15) A-1, p. 147

(16) A-1, p. 173

(1?> A"l, P 151

(18) A-%, p. 5, Operations
(19) &-1, p. 188, 230

(20)

A-1, p. 238 .




uﬁknown number of a sgpecial 353 Fofco; and supporting Corps Artillery.
(21) These units fought & bitter delaying action, ylelding only
when ocuiflanked of killed, however indications pointed to a lowering
of morale by personnel of the 148th Infentry Divieion by reporté of
limited supplies, and high desertion rate. |

It became inﬁreasingly apparent that the German High Command
would not attempt any large scale operation from tha'TJRINI~fﬁ§§ (NICE-
GENCA Highway) when all elements of ﬁhe delaying force initiated &
wholesale and complete demolition program of all roads, bridges,
culverts, and railroad tunnels. (22)

Thie sction did little to change the mission of the lst ABTF

except ﬁow importance would be nlaced on preventing raides of emall

force on the Seventh Army.

ADVARCE CF THZ 517th RCT TO TH: VAR RIVER
lst ABIF having secured the line FAYSNCE - LA NAPCULE by 20

Aug, now ordersd the S517th RCT to act as the left flank unit of the

Task Force on the eastward edvance to the Italian bordgr- (23)

First objective given the RCT was the town of ST VALLIZER which

-féll to an attack on the 21 August. An ad@itional mission was given

to the 517th ACT at this time; the rcspgnsibility of patrolling the
roads on the left of ths Task Force sector and meintaining contact
with VI Corps at DE;NE, 2 coneiderable distance for foot troops. To
gccomplish this task the reconnaissancé platoon of the 545th Tank
Destroyer Sattalion wes attached to the unit. (24)

The combat team moved slowly across the rugged mountain terrain

——— -

with objectives of ST. CZZAIRE - LE BAR - north along the LOUPZ RIVER

(21) A-%, Summary of Enemy Operations No. 18
(22) A-1, p. 239

(23) A-1, p. 230

(2%) A-3, p. 7, Operations.




to COURSEGUULZS to LA BAOC which overlooked the VAR AIVER. (25)
(See Map D)

Enemy resistance had been only & tokén force or demolition
crews who demolishad all bridges, cratered roads, and generally
disrupted the advance along any roadway, however interrogetion of
PW's by 8-2 indicated thet the VAR RIVER could be expected to be
‘defended in force. |

It will be n&ted that all Infentry unite assigned to the AZIF
were lightly equipped, without adequate transnortation, and not
dseigned to enter sustained combat. Coupled with this the enpm& had
blown all bfidgcs on his withdrawal and had effectively ceused the
unite to fight across the extremely mountainous terrain. Surplies,
of necegsity, werse 1imited: and ammunition and rations were at a premium.
To assiet the foot units of the 517th RCT each battalicn hed been issued
gome fifteen (15).mules which ware used to transvort ammuinition, heavy
weapons, and a limited amount oflother necessities. Rations ﬁad to
be carried on the person and resupplied when vehicles could.be rerouted
to the column or the Engineers could fix e sultable croseing. {Chert II)
(28}

These conditions, counled with the fact the units were facing a
numsrically equal foréc in an ideal defensive couhtry, made the progress
of the units extremely costly and painful.

SI00ND TATTALICK STICATION, 27 Aurust 1944, (See Map 2} (27)

The 2nd Battalion 517th BCT moved elong the highwey BEZAUDUN les
ALPsS - LA BHOO and anoroachsd the VAR RIVER opposite the town of LA
ACQUETTE, which was situeted on the eastern Bank and commanded the only
available bridre scroas the VAR in this zone. This bridge was es yst

undemaged .

(25) A-3, v. 8 Operations
{(258) A-&, p- 13
(27) Personal Knowladge




The Bn CP was established in ths town of LA BRUOC by the Bn
C.C., Lt. Colonel R.J. Beitz, by mid morning 2?,August.

Battalion had received orders that the bridge in this area
would be secured intact if et all voseible, for a suvply route to °
‘be vasd by the supporting unites on the advance to the =ast.

A combat patrol consisting of a r#inforced platoon hed been sent
to this »ridee location early on the morning of the 27th, end had
surcrised thes enemy security force charged with the holding or
demolition of the Htructure.-l As the battélion moved into the
vicinity of LA BROC, the patrol was finding a most determined ensmy
mekine successive attempis to demolish the structure, which hgd been
previously mined for democlition. Enemy forces would lay down a
tremendous concentration of machins-gun and morter fire, and under
the protection of this would send patrols to attempt the destruction,
but each time these were driven back by a just as determined patrol
from the bsttalion.

It wee falt by the Bn CO that if a force could effect a crossing
on this bridrs and neutralize the demolitions, that they could
sstablish & bridgehsad sufficient to allow the remainder of the
Zegiment te advance.

Company ."ﬂ'_-',,f,‘?hiﬁf"rced with a section of LMG from the Battalion
Headguarters Company, wae given this‘mission. Attempts were made to
force a crogsing near the bridzesite but it was found that due to the
nearly pérfect defensive terrain on the éast.bank of the river snd the
excellent observation,.that to croes wgs not worth the cost in
cegualties.

Inemy ;achina gun and mortar fire effectively discouraged all
attempts to sgnd aven small patrols across during daylight houfs.

This situation however, worked squally as well for both forces. The




mortar, machine gun, and surnorting artillery firs of Jo. "F"
denied the snemy any guccess in his numerous attempts to destroy
the structure.

Reconnaissance patrols were dispatched to find possible crossing
sites but in each case of a likely crossing site the area was well
coverad by well directed automatic small arms and mortar fire.

Attempte by the attachad eﬁgineer platoon of the 595 Airborne
Engineers to clear a path through the extensive mine field proved
‘unsuccessful due to enemy fire and the very nature of ths emplaced
mines. Six foot wooden poles had been set in the river bed
aporoximately twenty five (25) feet epart. From the tops of these
wire had been strung to connscf each pole, and suspsnded from between
each of these poles, hanging nose @own, approximately eight (8) inches
from the ground wes an activated 170mm high explosive projectile with
quick fuze. To stumble into the wire or molest it sc that the .
projectile would touch the ground wbuld cauge the projectile to explode.
To meke matters more difficult enti-persormel mines had beén sprinkled
throughout the area,

It was apparent that a f&rce mist be sent across the river at
some other location to seize the town of LA ROQUEITEZ and the hill mess
to p=rmit the Sattalion to advan;e and to seize the bridge intact.

S5CCLD BATTALICN INVALLIGINCE SITJYATIOK (28)

Weather at this season of the year was extremely warm during
daylight hours but was disagreeably chilly during dérkneas. It had
not rained in the area for some weska making the scattered scrub growth
dry and highly inflamable.

Terf&in in this ares consisted of a series of jegged, rock

studded, scrub-covered mountein ridges rising to 8 heighth of some

(28) Personal knowledge
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fifteen hundred (1500) ﬁetcrs at the erests, with the VAR RIVER
7cutting & course rumning generally nqrth—south through the terrain
mass. The mounta ins extended to the bhanks of the VAR and dropped
ebruptly down to the riverh edge. ‘

This being the dry season of the ysar, the river was approximately
ons hundred fifty (150) to two hundred (200) yards in width with &
reported average depth of three (3) to five () feet. The bridge
across the VAR RIVER in this aree was of concrete construction, two
(2) lanes in widﬁh, pler supported, and approximately three_hﬁndred
(300) yards in length. Mountain ridge due east ofrthe bridge site
rises to & heighth of six hundfed (500) meters and commende the
aporoaches on sither bank.

| Highway No 202 parallels the east bank of the river southward to
NICE.

Snemy in area was estimated to be a reinforced bhattalion of _
Infantry, with-positione on ridge line situatéd.east of, and parelleling
the VAR RIViSR. Approximately one (1) company esfimated to be in and
in vicinity of LA ROQUETTE. Znemy was well dug in and had prepared
positions in the ares to commend all epproaches to the bridge and had
organized all key terrain features mlong the east bank of the river;
Extensive anti-persommel mine-fields were located in the river bed in
the area of the bridge and extended approximetely one (1) mile north
end asouth. Wwire barriers had been erected on all likely avenuee of
approach to the east bank defenses. Travelling patrols moved along
Highway 202 during hours of darkness. Support was in form of an
unknown nuﬁber of mortars (80mm and 120mm) and a few pisces of emall

calibre mountain artillery. No tanks were reported in the area.

SZOOKD BAPTALICN ATUTACK CSDER, (27 Aup 44)  (29)
By 1200 hours 27-Aug the Battelion situation wae stagnant. Co.

"F" wvas undergoing no intense hardship as forward movement had ceased,

(29) Personal knowledge
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but the enpegement thus faf could be called & chackmate.

A most wélcome visitor was ushered in to see the Bn C:C. at
aroroximately 1200 hours, name unknown, to members of the command,
but later known ss "Louie”. He nroved to be a member of the well
organized FF'I Forces (*) in the area and was volunteering his
gervices and knovliedge of the terrain. After verification of his
status from Task Force Headquartere "louie" stated that down river
aprroximetely one (1) mile that the channel was shallow and that the
ar=2z wag now un-uarded, and further the FFI had e schedule of all
ehemv travelline patrcls on Highway 202.

Mep study snd reports from the I & R pection and the Field
Artiilery Aerial Observer indicated this could be true. |

To preclude any hint of a crossing in thie area all patrol
gctivity in this area was withdrawn until darkness. Thue with the
stage set the Battalion Commender issued his order.

The 2nd Battaiion w;;ld atteck 1700 hours, 28 Aug 44, seize the
bridge across the VAR RIVER, the hill msse east of the bridge, and the
town of LA RCGUETTE. On order, would advance to next objsctive of
LIVINS. Suppbrt would be given by #SO‘Parachute Field Artillery
Battalion and Rattalion Headquarters Company 8lmm morter platoon. Co
® would continue pressure on bridge until H hour; Co D would move to
ares generally to the west and south of Co F and support the croesing
by fire, would bs committed on Bn order. H hour, co; F would force &
bridge crosaing and seize the high ground eaét of the bridge. Co D
would, on order, advance rapidly to vicinity of LA RCQUEITE end assist
Co 5 should it be neesded. Co B, reinforced, was given the mission of
making a river crossing, by stealth, 0200 28 Aug, moving to the rock~

bound ridge in rear of LA ROQUETTE, cut the LA RCOQUETTE - LZIVENS Highway

(*9 FFI - Free Frepnch Forces of the Interior
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at 1500 heours, and attack the town of LA ROQUETTE from the rear
at 1630 hours. Artillery liaieon would be with Co. E and would
place fire on enemy positions firing on bridge site commencing

1530 hours. (See Map %)
COMPANY i, PREPARATION AKD CiDZR

Upon receipt of the Bn order activity increased in Co E area.
While the Company Commaender anﬂ the attached officers ﬁiscusaed &
plan of ection the company busied itself in preparing for the operation.
This was mot an unusual undertaking to the men, Qs training-in night
operationﬂ and participations in numerous night movements had inetilled
the necessity of thorough preparation of men, weapons, ammunition
and plans. The attachsd Hq. Co machine gun section, rockei section, -
and dsmolitions personnel were absorbed in the schemes of eventes and
preparation forged ahead. All weapons were oiled, checked, and
further prepa}od for the river crossing. Ammunition was lssued to
gll participating personnel. Machine gﬁn amminition boxes.were
gubmerged in weter to @assure the gummer that 1id seals did not leak,
extra cardboard wae insserted to prevent the belted smmunition from
making eny noiss. All loose metal was either taped, tiled, or discarded;
50mm mortars were reducasd to two {2) and extra ammnition carried by
the surplus crews; personnsl weras instructed to carry the very minimum
of equirment end were lasued grenade bags end extira white phosphorus
and fragmentation grenades; 2/3 X rations would be carried and & hot
mea]l fed before dcparture; the first since leaving Itely.

The attack plan of Co & was simple in nature. Co E (plus) would
depart LA BRCC 0130 hours, 28 Aug 44, in ordsr of lst Plet, éom'd
Grp, 2nd Plat, Wpns, and 3rd Plet, bdbringing up the rear and securing

tlie tail. Company would cross the VAR RIVER at the indicated ford,
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move to ?@oaition 500 yards in rear of LA ROQUESTE,.would remain
until 1600 hours, at which tims would cut the LA ROQUETTE - LEVANS
Highway and attack the town from the rear at 1630. (30)

NARRATION

THZ MOVE TG TuZ AIVER CROSSING  (See Map B}

The weather a£ 0130 hours, 28 Aug wes clear, with a sliv;r

- +

of a moon. ¥one of the usual fog had fallen and the bed of the
river could be felt by the damp chill rising from the stream.

At 0130 hours, Qo passed through the security detachments of
LA BROC in aingle file, led by "Louie" and I&R Bect guides, and
followed the tortuous path down the mountain side to the river
crdssing gite.

Cne can well imagine the difficulty of moving & group of men
in the dark of night on flat terrsain, increas; thie some hundredfold
and the picture will equel the column of mnﬁlmoving down the side of
the mountain, with equipmént, over =& rogk strewn path.

Pregress was slow and “control difficulp. --As radio silence
would be observed this neces-itated the pessage of orders verhally
along the columm. This resulted in some confusion es to the originel
intent of the message but did pot seriously impede the ﬁrogress down
the mountein. murther difficulty was sncountered in low henging bushes
glapping each person in turn and catching on items of QQuipment,
causing no end of uncomplimentary ejacuktions from the nmen.

Another situetion caused soms concern as the path bsceme more
precipitious- Loose rocks would become dislodged by the péssage of
men and wquld roll geveral jards down the steep slope, causing what

eszmed to bes a young avalanche. (Orders were passed back along the

30) . Personal knowledge
( owledg
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column and urged.the selection of proper foothelds, and in
addition the rete of descent was slowed considersbly. This
corrected the major porilon of these incidents and possibly
eliminated the possible detection of the Zompany's sdvance %o
the water's edge.

For some forty five (45) minutes the column slipped, slid
and grunted its way to the floor of the river bed and emerged on
the narrow sast bank of the VAR RIVER.

The river fog caused the rivér to assume the appeérance of
.some gigantic smake lazily moving t¢ an unknown dastination, hut
therpeaceful annearing stream nearly cost the 1ives.of fije nen
by ite swift undercurrent.

Tis «IVER CRCSSING (31)

After a fifteen (15) minute rest hélt the column moved down-
stream for some eix hundred (600) yards to the so-celled ford known
to "Louie® and the I & R section guides.

All personnel were instructed to take a last minute check of

.equipment and were told to form a human chain upon entering the water
by holding to the back of the person‘s harness to their front.
Indiﬁidual arme weres to be held out of water insofar as possible to
agsure their ebility to function should the need ariee in the

inmediste future.

It hed been decided to cross two (2) columns each in single
file to expedite the company reorganization on the eastern edge of
the water, and the company was belng so orpganized for the crosaing.

‘The water at this point wag reported %o be at low stege due

to lack of rain, and 7% to 150 feet in width. The personnel of the

(31) Personal Knowledge
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company had been told to expect water to @ depth of not more
then thres (3) feet.

A reconnaissance and security patrol was sent across to
determine the beet crossing and secure the eastern edge of the water
to allow the main body of the company to croes. The patrol crossed
and by pointing chins to.the sky managed to keep from droﬁning.

The patrol 1ead§r sent two of the tailest of his patrol back to the
Company Commander to inforé him of this fact. Coupled with this
unexpected deoth was the fact that the river at this point was
flowlng somz five (5) to six (5) ﬁiles per hour, which was to be &
dangerous undertaking for foot troops with no safety. ropes.

The I &R s§ction guides together with "Louie! were accostedl
with this fact and asked if there could possibly be a mietake in the
locatioﬁ of the croseing site. Compeny Commander was assured that
this was the intended site, however it was found that the I & R
Bection, who had been charged with detsrmining the depth, width,
and velocity eaflier in the eveniné, hed faiied 4o mske a physlcal
reconnaissance and had relied upon the word of the French FFI guide.
"Louie", when asked snecifiéally if he had actual personal knowledge.
of the crossing said that he personally hed never crossed at this
particular spot but had been told bf the FFI Commander of ﬁhis area
that it was shallow and easily fordable.

The men were informed of this developnment and instructed as to
the depth, width, and velocity.  Squed lesdera were told to make
certain that all short men would be behind & tall person in the
erogsing column. To guard against loosing the heavier loaded weapons

crews, two columns wers to be used as bafore but the weapone group

15




would now crose two (2) to three (3) yards upstream from the
riflemen. Thia would give some protection to the crewmen should
they loose footing and be carried downstream by the swift current.

Both columns entered the river and had advanced approximately
three quarters of the distance across without mishap whén 8 crew
member of & 60mm squad, carrying & tube and extra ammunition, lost
his footing and was swept downstream. In an effort to save the
man, the psrson next in the column hed hung on to the man's harness
and was jerked from his feet. In a likes manner the next three were
jerked from their feet and carried downstream. Fortunetely the
riflemen, with & firm grip and not as heavily loaded, grabbed, or
was grabbad, by a naseing body. All persons were saved but
individusl weaﬁons of four of the riflemen were lost in the stream.
The column moved without further incident to the eastern edge of the
water.

Wetersceked and gesping for breath the column moved some fifty
feet east of the water and halted to reorganize.

The security patrol leader reported that he had sncountered no
mines and that he had sdvanced some one hundred {100) yards to the
- east and had heard =mo sound'that would indicate that the ares wWes
physically occupied or patrolled. "Louie" assured the cqmmander
that no German patrols were dus to pass this general area for some
thirty (35) minutes.

The column was quickly organized into the original single colwmn
for control, and prepared to move to the smstern bank of the river bed.'

FROM THE IVIR PC PHT RIDGE

The next cheeclkocint on the night movement wes & large culvert

some six (5) to eight (8) Peet in diameter located some two hundred (200)
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to three hundred (BOO)Iyards'to the eest of the pressnt position.
This culvert allowed a small stream to flow under Highway 202
paralleling the VAR RIVER. |

The FFI guide and & careful study of the terrain from the
west bank during the daylight hours had'iﬁdicated that this pipe
wés freze of any wire or other man-made obstacles, and due to this,
had besn tentatively selected as a possible crossing into the
enemy positions.

Reconnaissance proved this to be false, end other placss of
entry through the cencertina and barbed wire had to be found.

"Louie" vowsd .that though he had been wrong on the ford and the
culvert, that of a certainty he knew of a breach in the wike on the
eaat bank.. For the first time sinée the beginning of the operation
the FFI produced positive intelligence. The hmsach proved to be
clear of mines and cémpletely through the wire barrier.

The column appro;ched the gap and security elements were sent
both up arnd down ﬁhe road to prevent enemy patfols from arriving at
the timke the column would be crossing the road. The FFI guide had
assured the comvany commander that patrols were not due in this aree
for some time, but due to his wrong informatiop on two previous
ocecasions, it was felt that he could be wrong agéin.

No noise was made as the column moved across the roadway and
moved as rapidly as possible away from the rosdway. The guide hed
chosen an evidently little-used trail ﬁhrough one of the small fislds
bor@ering the river. This was evidenced.by the sticks, stones, and
various other obstacles that caﬁsed the Eolumn to stumble and mutter
as it proceeded to its oﬁjective.

There was no evidence that the movement had been sensed or
discoversé by the enemy, as no shots or illuminating shells had been

fired. The only noise in the night was an occasional spatter of
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artillery or mortar fire and the stuttering rip of & Germen M—421(*)
and the answering heavy pounding of an American machine gun. From
.thc noise it was apparent that the bridge was still an undecided
issue. I

From this éoint to the ridge where the company would spéﬁ£ the
day in hiding was strictly enemy territory. This particular section
of terrain had besn screened from view from the far bank and it was
now up to "Louis", a careful mep study, and a great &eal of prayer
that someone would not kick a trip-flere and expose the meneuver to
the enemy.

It was now 0330 hours 28 Aug, with the comwany still approximetely
.one (1) mile from the ridge and daylight at O445. The FFI guide
continued Lo lead off in the right direction with a aupposed knowledge
of the course he was following.

After.marching for some twenty (20) uneventful minutes the
Artillery Forward Cbserver, Captain James Lantz, remarked that s small
wooden foot bridge the column was then crossing locked strangely
familiar, and indeed it was. "lLouie" had become lost and had wandered
in & circle.

At this time the Command Group orisnted themselves with the aid
of a covered mep and informed “ﬁouia" that he was free to leave and
complete his secondary mission of coordinsting the FFI Forces in a
harrassing mission in the rsar'aréas. Needless to relate, his
services had not béen éppreciated.

Guided by an azmuth and dead reckoning tﬁe column moved out for

the ridge. For some thirty minutes (30), the column wound upwarde and

* Germsn fast-firing (1400 rds per minute) machine gun
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at 0820 the hééd of the column could see tha outline of the ridge
top shead. Patrols were disratched to secﬁre the ares and the
column moved into thé selected ares.

With thé fenr of being exposed by the dawn, the platoons were
hurriedly given an area among the boulders, last minute instructions

were given on security and the long weit began.

THE DAY CE THI «IDGE (32)

Dawn found the exhsusted company securely nestled among the
granite boulders on the ridge top and to all appearanceé inasa
position that was imrenetrable sxcept to heavy artillery concentrations
or direct air strikes.

With the coming of first light it was found that the town of
LA ROGUZTTE could bs seen situeted some six hundred CSOO} yards to the
Forth and ‘Jest, enthroned on the very £op of an extension of the ridge
line on which the company was located. A hog-back, or saddle, could
be seen connecting thz town's ridse top with that of the comﬁany's,
fairly open, minus any large boulders, and offering en approach directly
to the rear gate-way to the town. There was a difference.of soms one
hundred (100) feet in elevation between the town and.the company ' s
location, which geve én additional advantape of being able to partially
see intc the interior of the town prover.

To the rear {east) of the position, at & rangs of some two
thousand {2000) yerds wes another ridge line, slightly higﬁer and
extending as far ag the eye could see. Tt wes hoped that the enemy
did not have thie terrain occupled, as observation from this vantage
point could permit & keen eys to notice an atteck forming thg coming

afterncon.

{(32) Personal knouledge
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To the south was a canyon uﬁ which the company had advanced

he nirht before.

To the north wﬁs the 1i1T vasa ovcrlookinﬁ_the bridge. The
aner;” nad this mass.o:cupied in force and from the present position
a fairly aceourate lccation was made of some of the automatic
weanons locatioﬁs causing no snd of troubls to the forces still on
the west bank of the river.

The morning serenade of mortar and light artillery opened up
on the bridse site. Tt was noticed that at least one (1) large
caiibre mortar was firing from within the town. Although a portion
of the tcwn could be seen, the pun could not be accurately located
but was marked down as & number one objective in the town.

As yet no definite orders had been issued to the platoons
leadere in regard to snecific objectives within the town proper.

Up until thie time no plan had besn formulated dus to lack of
knowledge of the interior of the walled town. The FFI guide, "_ouie"
had provided & crude map of the town layout, but after his other
mistakes no one was willing to teke anything that hé hed dealings
with as gospel.

Obéervation into the £cwn from this vantage point revesled that
tire town was divided by two streets, esch spproximately two hundred
yarde in'Tength, with the stone houses side by side with no alley room.
Width of ths street ;p;eared to be some fifteen (15) to twenty (20)
fast, Two.(2) gates led into the town, one from ths east and one
from the north, each capahle of passing an automobile.

From this position wisual reconn&issahce was carried ocut down to

the assault squad leaders, but was restricted in movement to prevent

poesible detection of movement by the enemy.
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Based on this vie=ual reconmaissance orders were issued to the
company. Two platoons would be used in the assault. One platoon
(~) would remain initislly in reserve to the east of the town on
the ridge and be prepared to enter the town and advance down either
of +the twé strests. weapons, both ME and mortar, would go into '
position in rear of the ridge and cover the advance of the sssault
platoons. Rally point would be in the town square. . Each squad
leadef was informed that if his squad beceme lost or separated due
te heavy fighting or darknese, that he would take one house, clsar
it, and rewain until the company could extract his unit or directr
it to the main body.

The second platocn was elected toc be the right street unit and
the third platoon would be the left. To each was attached two (2)
rocket leunchers for breaching stone walls. First platcon, minus
the road block squad, would be in support and would remein in position
on the ridge. Due to the hour of the attack, it was felt that with
the coming of darkness that the entire company wouid be_brought into
the mection of town that had been cleared and would rerain as @ compact
unit until_the town was either captured, cleared, or the compaeny -
forced to retire.

ATTACK PARZTARAT 158

At 1550 hour the radio silencs, imposed for security reasoﬁs,
was 1ifted. The artillgry'liaison officer, Captain Janes Lantz;_
waa immediately cccupiad by directing very eaccurate artillery fire
on the plotted automatic weepons position and other suspected enemy
targete. The accuracy of this fire was evidenced by the fact

thet enemy could be sesn moving away from the hill mass and e




~considerable lessening of the automatic waapons.fife on the bridge
site. Enemy movement of an estimated company strength wes noticed
some fifteen hundred (1500) yards to the east-moving in the
direction of LAVINS. These were imrediately taken under firs by
the artillery, directed by the FO in the grandstand eeat, as far as
observation was concerned.

At 1545 hours a reinforeced squad, under the command of S/Sgt
Craig, moved under cover along the east slope of the ridge to establish
a road block on the LEVANS - LA ROQUETTE Hiéhway. His orders were
specific. He would establish a block, prevent any enemy from elther
entering or escaping the town of LA ROQUETTE. He would remain in
this position until relieved or ordered fo return to the company.

At 1500 hours the compﬁny moved along the sastern slope of the
ridge to & position in rear of the town. Machine guns and 60mm

"mortars were set up and ‘prepared to cover the riflemen's advance to
the gate in the town's wall. At this point 1% was discovered that
two of the ammnition bearers for the machine guns had discarded
half of their emmunition, (one box of 250 rounde, belted), their
explanaqion_being that during the night movement to the ridge thej
were ju;t éo tired that they couldn't carry it any longer!

A last minute visual recénnaissance of the town now revealed that
Instesad gf two streets there appeared to be three. This last being
more of an alleywsy betwsen the wall and fhe rear of one row of buildings
than a street, but nevertheless being a thoroughfare that mast be
cleared. To this task the first platoon (-) was aséigned, and &
reserve was constituted from among the various ammunition be;rers of

the weapons sections.

TiE ATTAGX OF LA ROQUETTE (Map F)

At 1525 hours the artillery prevaration for the company
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aitacking trhe bridge bhegan and the leading elements of the Co.

E platoons moved from under cover and advénced towards the town.

Up until this time it is b=lieved that the enemy was totally.
unawere thet any fores coﬁld péasibly be in his rear arsas, however
at this time he took notice and began to fire on the advancing
troops with sﬁall arms and mortar. Fortunately for the attacking
force a large calibre mortar is not effective at a range of some
two hundred fifty (250) yards and little damsge was dons to the
troops by the scettered small arme fire. The'Wcapons crews on the
ridgé did not fare quite so well. 4 mortar round fell neer cnz of
the 50mm mortar positions and serbusly wounded one of the crewmen,
but the weapons continusd to fire to cover the gdvance.

Indsr the cover of suprorting firss, and by the use of marching
firé, £he asgsault platoons rushed into.the gate of the town end sped
toward thelr aseigned streets. Muted rifl; reporte, the sharp reports
of grenades, and the billiow of White phoaphorus pmoke marked the
heginning of the clearing of the houses. Excellent pngreas was mads
by asesult platoons for the first few houses, but by this tize the
enemy had recoversd from his surcrise at being assaulted from the rear
-and had turn=d his attentions on the company. - The platoons advances
began to élow, halted and carried on only by the sheer powers of lsader-
ship and profanity of the platoon lsaeders. However, a later invesbig-~
ation proved that the personnel of the platoons had not been to blame.
In the cass of both of the major aspault platoons no teame organized
had been assimed for the house fighting that should have bsen an SOF
order from the rlatoon leaders, (teams support each other from opposite
sides of the atrset, one team clears s house, signals, and.coyera the

advance of its sister team on the opoosite side of the street).
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7 Atlother obstacle was encountered in the fact that squads were not
fully cleering the housgee. In the case of ths third platoon the
clearing squads neglected to clear the wpper story of some two or
three houses with a fesult that the enemy dropped concussion
grenades on the plateon leader and the support squad, causing
several temporary cesualities. Due t¢ these neglected instructions
the advance of ths company wae held up some twenty (20) to thirty
(30) minutes while readjustments could be made, this-time of course
was used to gocd advantage by the enemy who succeedsd in moving
his scaettered forces to a more cent;alized poéition in the town.

| The first platoon on the ng;£hern portion of ﬁhe town had
succeeded in clearing the houses slong its street by 1745 hours and
redioed the command group that it wae now on the western end of the
town with approximatelﬁ fifteen (15) prisoners. It wae instructed
to hold fast and prepare to essist the advance of the remainder of
the company if this could be done without firing into each other.

The weapons section was ordered into the town and displaced
without incident to the east gate. Nortars were set up and told
to be prepared to fire on order of the Company Commander only.
The two major assault platoons, second and third, now rediced

that their grenade supply was nearly depleted and asked for help
in clearing the buildings. The only remaining fire power of the.
company was in the four ligcht machine guns which were now out of
action, anﬂ had diaplabed into the eastern edre of the town. This
section, together with membera of the 50mm mortar squads was formed
into a provieional platoon and given the mission of aiding the
advance of the third (left) platoon. Machine guns were formed into
two teams; two would work down each side of the street; the mortar

crewmen .and machine gﬁn ammunition bearers, though armed with carbines,
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would be the assault riflemen and clear the houses after the machine
guns hgd spbrayed the inside.

Upon arrival at the third platoon area it was found that the
rlatoon leader was aﬁffering from a slight concussion from & grenade
drovoed from an upstaire window, and the platoon well scattered through~
out several housss, mostly ones that had been previously cleared.

The crovisional platoon moved forward, and by a series of
literally spraying the dcorway and windows with machine gun fire from
a hip-held positioﬁ, ellowins the carbine carrying personnel to enter,
that it was making = rather rapid advence. At thia time the rifle
platoon was reformed and with the combined force the attack swept
ewiftly along to the tune of numerous "kamerad" (*) ghouted from the
enemy . |

The enemy Company Commender, & captein, wes captured at approx-
imately 1830 hours and informed that he would send out the order for
all of hie personnel to surrender by 1900 of a systematic annhilation
of those who refused would follow as the battalion closed into the area.
Thie he did and by 1930 hours only those that were wounded or dead
rzmained in the ares.

Radio cantaé& was eétabiished with battalion and they were informed
that the town was clear. The hatitalion ordered & contect patrol sent
down the road to meet the advancing unite who had succeeded ih foreing
their way across the bridge with a minimum of casualties.

The abttack cn the town of LA RCQUEITE from the rear hed caused
what troops remaining on the hill mass east of the bridge to withdraw,
ag was later corroborated by W reports.

it was now dark and ény movement outside the town to the east
wasg immeéiately challengsd.  Although the German commander had stated

thet his forcs was to be the last to withdraw after destruction of the

(*) surrender.
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bridge, i% was fe!t that scme enemy force might attempt g spite
attack befor:z withdrawing to the next def'ensive line.

Reinforcemanta were sent %o the road-block and the report
was returnzd that the only action sncountered had been a motor-
cycle that ther had bheen forced 4o shoot to etov. Papers found
in a dispatch case on the driver ordered the troops on the hill
masa, east of the bridge, and the company in LA R0LWATZ to with
draw to LIVINS effective 2130 hours, sfter demolition of the
bridpe AT ALL GOST.

The 2nd Battalion passed throuch the Co 2 road bleck at 2000
Lours and occupied the hill maes east of the bridge aﬁainst a
posesible return by the enemy and to protect the passage of the
rzwainder of the regiment across the bridge the next day.

Thg rext day an snemy &0mm mortar was-found to be emplaced
in a circular it dug in a walled courtyard. This weapon could
be fired in any direction with complete safety to the crew and be
assured of safety excert for a direct hit.

In = sug@?ry of this operation, Jo & had succesded in accomp-
lishing ite aésiyned mission end in so dding hed allowed the
battalion to sscure en undestroysd bridge, which furthered, by some
days, the Allied advancs to thereast. Ead tﬁe comneny failed-in
this mission; casualties could have been extremely heavy in any
attempts to secure the bridge by direct assault.

The comnany and its attachments were complimented for a job
well done by the Repgimental Commender, Solqnel Aupert D. Graves,
and by the First Airborne Task Force commander, Major General
Robert Fredricks.

Znemy losses were 25 killed and 81 cavtured in the town of
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LA RCQJETIR. Co § losses were none killed, 10 wounded. An
unknown mumber of enemy had been killed or wounded by the well

directed artillery fire on the hill mass overlooking the bridge.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. ATIRBORNWE TAC.PS IN SUSTAINID COMBAT

All unite, including the Subject Company, had landed in
France with only the squipment carried on the individual or that
which had been dropped by éupply bundles. With this equipment
the unit was ordered in%to & sustzined combat role in a region that
would have been extremely difficult even for a aspecimlly trained
and egquipped mountain unit. |

From the 15 Aug until the 28 Aug 44, men of thie company had
subsisted on either "K" or "C" type rations, had received no
replacement cleothing or equipment, and was bperating under terrific
eupply handicap which in turn resulted in a physical hardship being
imgésed above and beyond that normally expected in combet.

Due to this lack of itransportation, needless toll was teken

of humen lives that might have been spared if the necessary equipment

and ammnition hed been available to replace the physicel aessaults
by unsupported scldiers. This applied especially to supporting
fires of the 81mm mortar platoon in the headquarters company. of
necessity, rounds were restricted as all ammnition ﬁad to be
carried on human or mle pack. In many cases the support artillery
could not reaéh the apsigned bbjectives by fire due to non-existant
roads. Thus the individual soldier was forced to do by physical

assault what the eupporting mortar firee ehould have accomplished.
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2. COMBAT PATROLS

Bold and aggressive action by the combat patrol leader
succeéded in surprising the enemy and allowed the paitrol to prevent
the ensmy from destroying fhe bridge that was later used to advance
the following units on their drive to the east.

I+ is conceivable that had the patrol leader failed to exploit
hie initial surnrise against the security detachment found at the
bridge that the unit might have been held up for an unknown number
of hours. This also could have been costly in human lives had the
unit been forced to make a crossing in face of nearly perfect enemy
defensea.

3. PRECARATICNS B3 NIGHT MOVEMENT

The adoption of the attack plan by the battalion caused no
undue anxiety to the unit in repards to preparation for the night
movement . 411 participating troops had, during the Italian campaign,
particinated in nirht operations, night movements, and all small
unit leaders were well aware of the need for adequate preparation.
However, ths training did not stop. This subject of niéht operation
had besn carried on even in the rest areas. Zach individual WE.B
well versed in the prepzration of hie individual equipment and in
vwhat wmanner it should be gprried.

This knovwledge was instrumental in making a success of both
Company % attack and that of the Second Rattalion.

L, RICOMNNATISSANGH

It will be remembered that the FFI guide and the I & R Section

was only too eager to cive information on anv vortion or positlon
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of the terrain throurh which th= unit was to pass. This
information was taken as intellisence by the unit.
Succees of the operation was most certainly not measured

by the calibre of ints1li-ence disssminated by either the $-2

or the FFI puide.

Yad it not heen for a unit that had bsen trained to exnect
the unexpesected, the operation could have been doomed to failure
due to unconfirmed infermetion.

Time was not so limited that the company commender could not
have dispatched a reconnaissance patrol at least as far as the
eagtern edge of the river. No unit should completely rely on

unconfirmed revorts.

=, SEC.AITY OF ATAT AREAS

Gerran positions on the east bank of the VAR AIVER was a
mﬁtual supporting key ferrain_defense. Although an estimated
battalion faced a reinforced regiment at this particular point,

the deferder had the adfantage of @ nearly perfect defensive

terrain and commended all approachss into his positicona.
It ie believed that these positions could have held against
the attacking force for an indefinite length of time had it not

been for the attack, from the rear, on the key point of LA

RUQUETTE.

This attack so unnerved an already tottering enemy that his
entire defensivs line crumbled whén it becams aware that the
attacking force was in hie rear area.

‘Had the enemy maintsined a vigorous patrol action in hise

lightly held rear areas, it would have beenipoesible for a unit the
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size of & company to remain an entire day in the reer of his
defenses without detection.

3. ORGARTZATION FOr TN PIGHTING

The naglect of the platoon leaders to crganize the small
units into teams for town fighting caused a delay that could have
been fatal to that unit. Normally the platoon leader should
have organized the platoon into team organization upon receipt of
the compﬁny order of Attack. The answer "that they assumed that
the squad leaders would organize themsslves" was an indication
that a state of over-confidence and nesglect due to knowledge cen
exist in & well trained unit.

This however, did not relieve the comrany commander from his
primary duty of supervision. This neglect should have been
discovered prior to the unith entry into'the.ﬁoﬁn thfdpgh“&”"'““
thorough check of the preparedness of the unit.

LESSCNS LEAANED

1. Lightly_equipped airborne troops should never be ordered

. 4 e P M. s ©
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into sustained ground combat without alteration of organic

-

equipment and transportation.

;

2. Patrol action should at all times be bold, aggressivg} and

b ERS—

capable of showing a considerable fighting ability.

3. Success in night operations starts not at the time the

plan in‘conceived but in the training phﬁgg of the participating

unit.

4.  Reconnaisesence should be initiated by & unit commander’ even

though intelligence has been passed down covering all points on a

-

unit's advance.
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defeatu Patrols should be constant in the rear areas to prevent

any enemy force from maneuvering into a etrategic position in
rear of your lines.

5. A leader is reaponslble, not only for his decisions and
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ceders, but for thsji?natant suvervision until they are executed.
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