





LoOh Adrborne  conte

i bhe procees of attacking the German Headquarters - S/5¢t,. Hof'fman and Gyl Roberts
viept dn with the and preceeded to assist in the capture of the encmy. They helped
occupy the enemy lezdquarters bullding the night of D dey and wntil the towm of Le Muy
was taken on the afternoon of D plus 1. All night of D and part of D plus 1 sniped
and were sniped and rejoined the company in the evening of D pius 1 at Chateau St.
llosseling.

Part of Co. lldgs, and part of the 2nd Platoon got together sbout daylight and
after some map work found out where they were. Ezslh element of the Co. i.e., each platoon
and Co, Hdgs. had come in with from 12 to 15 equipment bundles. These were spread all
over the mountaln side on thich we were dropped. Because of enemy occupstion of the
territory and the distznce we would have to carry our equipment it was decided Lo take
only our weapons and armmumition to our assenbly arca about L miles away. It was plamned
to captwre some transportation and come back for our suppliss later. Abcut the time '
of the decision te move the enemy started dropping mortar fire in on us. We made our
injured men as comfortable as possible. St. Senberg was in a small stone building B
and well protected. Prt. Wilkins however, we cculd not move. On the way to the as-
sembly area we met Col. Graves and sore 1en frome men from Co. F 517th FIR., A1l
precceded up the Natuby River onward to La Motte, capturing about 10 Germsn Service .
Troops on the way. At La Motte the unit met British Troopers who had taken the town
without opposition. Here the unit was informed that half of the artillery had landed
near the DZ had cleared that area and that the 2nd Platoon ahd already been to the |
area and had returned to Le My to try to bring up some of the equipment. He was
unable to get any because of enemy action in the area.

Immediately upen arrival in the assemly area Lt. Morwamd of the 2nd Platoon wus
sent out with a lst En. patrol to reconnoiter the bridges which were to be prepared
for demolitions. The bridges were found intact and were covered by fire from the lst
Bn. 517th FIR. Thus it was not necessary to prepare them immediately and as the
situstlon develored they were not prepared at all, D plus 1 found Co. Hge. and 2nd
Plutoon gathering in Artillery ammmition and small arms ammunition from the aerial
re~gopply of the merning ot D plus 1. Some explosives and some mines were recovsered
and a dump was establicshed. In the afterncon of D pjus 1 the 3rd Plt. joined the Co.
They had been dropped about 25 miles from the DZ and along with the 2rd Bn. S17th
FIR. had walked 2 days and 1 night to reach their assembly area. The night of D
plue 1 and 2 the 2nd Platoon outposed ths Regimental FHg. srea and tis Co. joinsd by
the lsh Flatoon proceeded to set a Regimental reserve 1line in the viecinity N&E of La

The first platoon, attached in the 509th CT, was Alrborne abt Fallonion, Italy
at 02C0 hours and were dropped in France at Ch20 hours. They landed near their DZ
vhich was a platoon drep, which was on a2 plstoon in the hillg, SW of Le Muy, Frurce.
Thoe¥ assenbled by deylight and by 1400 hours had accompliched thelr orders, which
were bo assemble their equipment and unit for a missicn form the GT Commander. On
the afternocn of D plue 1 tje 1sb 3atppm ajpmg wobj %;atpmms pf tie 509th forred an
Lgsnlb Co. nnd moved ivto La Moy behind tanls of the seaborrne forces. As the vown was
alveady occupied Ly our troopg, no acticn was erncowrtered. Thls platoom recovered
moare equilmcent that the rest of Co. They were ready for any demolition mission, bub %
apain as desbrustion was necescory.

The 3rd Platoon took off from Orhetello, Itzly at (2L3 hours on D day. They
vore dropped at 0138 hours in the vieinity of Callian, France avproximztely 25 miles
feom the plarmed drop zone. They landed on a mountain just B of Callian, AL first
they theupht they weee only a few hundred yords from tha DZ but some learisd from the
French that olong with the 3rd Battalion, 617th FIN, they had been dropped fer away
Trom their arce. By 0800 small proups were getbing bogether end starting for the DZ
23 miles ovay. It was dmpossible to czrry any equipment exceph weapens and amunibion.
Sowe of their equipnent was gathered by tho French and was picked up when the wnlt
pass2d tlow Cellisn several days later. However, the enemy destroyed most of ib.
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sctivities of Lt. Co. Catl's Group. e
L6 0430 hours Co. Cato assembled 2 Hq. Battery plane loads and proceeded to look
for the cqguipment bundles. Iaving found the bundleos the groud meved off to the
predesipnated Mn, asocoably arvca.  Speradic small avws firing was oncounterod eneoule
and also o Geraon rachine pun nesht. Col, Cabto orpanized his swall group into an
qmoulh soeed and atbacked with a submechine gun, basooka, 50 enl. machine rim, gronaces
and dndivideal aras. The dnstallation woe neutralized and the group procceded,
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Jhube B, A, Battalion cont -

Botweenn CWS and 0600 a 1ittle mere tham 3,72 of the Battalion was assembled. At e
0630 hours b hovitzers were put in the pradesivnated pun pusitions. By 0800 hours - 1 -

2 move lovitzers arrdved and inuuud]at(,w Jolned the Lirst two forming the first Battery

of &, 47

A skeleton CP was sebt np and varlous infantry platconn and compaines reported
in to Gol, Catu wad dispatched then to their objectives, A liaison officer was sent
te each infantry Bn. position with a radio and the Combat Team was controlled by
means of the :a:c*Lillory corunication through the Lailson officers. Infantry Bns. were
notitied that the Artillery was rsady to be fired on call,

At 0900 hours the 23l radio was in operation at the CP. The LSth Division, 35th - -
‘Division, VI Corps and the lst Airborue Task Force were contacted. In the meantime -
the 609 radio had contacted Cavt Vogel with "C" Battery in the vicinity of Trans-en-
Provence and Lt. Sullivan with 3 of "D" Battery N of Puget. :

By 1200 hours s 11 Hovitzers werec in pecsition and rcady to fire, F, D, C, was set
up and ready to controel the fire of the Bn. The S-2, Capt Lantz, was sent to -
reconnoiter howitzer positions for thef02 nd. Afber locating 602 nd positions Sgt.

Richardson completed the 602nd positions area survey and tied it in with the L6Oth. -
Agents were posted to guide the 602nd guns to their positions. Panels designating
friendly troops and panels to gulde the gliders were put out during the afternoon and:
everybhing was in readiness for the arrival of the 602nd. As soon as the 602nd
landed radio comnunications were established and the L6Oth laid a telephone line to '
the 602nd switchboard. At 1900 hours the L460th and 602nd were reglp’oered on the Bn. .
Base Point,.

By 1930 hours both artillery Bn. were realy to support the infantry on call,
Complete installations were in and 1l guns of each Bn. were ready to fire.

Activities of Capt. Vogel's Group

Capt. VogeL‘s Battery came in with the lst Bn. of the 517th Parachute Infantry
and landed in the viecinity of Trans-en-Provence. After assembling 3/L of his Battery "ﬁ Vi
Capb. Vogel put his 2 Howitzers in position, and seb oubt security elements and then ;
cbatzr,tcd Ba. with the 609 radio. After receiving radio instructions to move. to the
En. area Capbt Vogel assembled his group and aboutb L;O infantrymen and started his march.

Cporadie Ulring wag enc wx\.tv* ed enroute, bub no organized resistance. A German -
mactiine gun nest opened fire on the colurm and Lt. Moore and Prb. Kennamer were k:l.lled
when they rushed the nest in an effort to knock it out. A few minutes later the nesf.
vas surrounded and neutralized., The group then c'ontinucd its march, the march con=-
tinued it s march without further resistence, arriving at the CP around 1200 hours at
which time they immediateoly went into position.

The Lth cection of "D" Battery with Sgt. Bartlett in command was dropped about 3'-
miles from Trans-en-Provence, to the N. Sgt. Bartlett assembled his howitzer and
noved off toward thebn. po~i’cion. Eproute they met a German patrol. Sg‘b Bartlett
feoparcd for soelira and fived ot the Gormmn patrols Sgb. Lootlety rrorared for attask
put the encwy proved to be larg,:r thun e:;pec*bed. Af‘LPr experding all ammundtion
zvailavle the cosbion was forced to icav tae gun. The following day the gun was recovered
only clighbly damaged and still able to firs. o

Aebivibies of Hajor Frank's Group:

Major Franik's plane and 3 other Hq. Ba‘ttc.ry plane landed in the vicinity of
Frejus. After assembling the sticks and equipment the group started its march to
the predesignabed Ba. pasitions. At 1200 hours the group met several other sticks

Trom Zabtbteries A, B, and D, bh L conplete Howitzers. After evacuating the injured
Cmen to homes in th\. area, the group was organized into a march coluwmn. A Frenchman - -
volunteered to gulde the group over the trail to the N of Fuget para]lol to the main
highuay to the Bn. position st Chateau St, Rosseline.

At 1700 hours a patrol of 13 men vnder Lt. Smith was sent down toward the higlway
to try to locate and capture some transportation. About an hour later the patrol
returnad with an English speaking Frenchian whose Chateau on the main nlzhway was
near a Battery of German '08' The Frenchman plotted the approximate position of the
guas on the map and Major Frank took 3 men with wire and telephone snd went to an
obsorvation post to the rear of the 88's., After reaching the CP word was sent back to
lay the guns and be prepared to fire at daybreak the i‘o..lomng day.
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The main erditicism of re-supply seems to ba that the supplles were scabbered
ovar too lacya Aan arvea. Very fow camae ¢lose to the DZ and those that did were ,,auk.m
up by the in wividusls who kappenad to be in the vicimty. v The supplies that landed:’
away from the D% were akso picked up by snyone who happened %o De in that area s but
the largesh proportion of these supplies wers gathered by the
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Glider broops who had transportation to locate them and haul. them immediately.
Therefore, due to the widely =cattered pattern it was a vace between men on foot
and wen in vehicles with the "licn's share' golnt to the motorized elements, Partial ™
readjustuents were mads labtor, bub the whole re-supply plea was complebely disrupted =
from a Parachute Batbalion viewpoint. S

It is belleved ‘that mary svppldes were not bound beeause the natives and Army
personnel bore the cutes from the bundles for souveniers and other purposes. Thus .
making the locabion of the bundles v*‘ry difficult.

RECOMMANDAT IS
1. It is recomicnded bthat when the first wave of gliders came in that sbme
transportation be 1medlm,:ﬂv ﬂ located to Paraciube Teoops for the purpose of

lozating and gathering supplizs thab do net land on or nz2ar the ‘DI,

2. Lhe no st crlt‘c 1l sho* Zes oc'cuj'w,d in gimml equipment, Therefore an

3. It 1s also recormended that a higher priocrity be given to Airborne Troop
for tranzporbabion when the ground troops arrive.

. bs for per cantages of types of ammnition, the following changes are .
recormended '
Strolgg wm====-e 104 to 207
Hijmwmmmmemnses 85¢ Lo 75%
Lo Msly
3 b8
Hepbemmemeamm 5% CI

CONCILUISIONS ¢

In ogeneral the oporabion was well planned and well coordinated. This greatly
Tacilibtabzd the troops in making plans and Ldné able to carry out plans as arranged
The lack of wsual lash mimibe changes was most important for the wen and officsrs,
and neither of the two ware nervous or tensc, they knew exactly what to do upon raac
the ground. Ih is the opialen of thig officer thabt careful planning and lack of
changes was the deeiding factor in the success of the operation.

RAYMOND L. CATO
1. Col., ©17th Inf., CI
Commanding, L50th PFA Bn,






