__ RECORD OF EVENTS -
- REGIMENTAL HEADGUARTERS COMPARY

Regisnenbal Feadquarters Company was" divided-between tvo take~off fiolds for the
enplaning. Demolition Hq. lst and.3rd Bn Demolition Sections and 11 men from the Vire
Section Enplaned at Orbitello Airfield with the 3rd Battalion of the 517¢h Parachute

Infantry, vhile the remainder of the Company and ITeadm:tex"terﬁ went to Orbrone A.:.ri‘:x o1d
with ihe 2nd Dattalien of the 517th Preht. Inf,

The Demolition Sect ions and Wi.re Section landed in the hills' a'op"gr,ma"bely 3 -
killometers North Fast of Callian, France. Tt. Minard asserbled most of the Demolition
men and moved near Calliasn where they joined 'bhe 37-d Battalion and proceeded to the
Reg:imental CP, arr:i.nng at npr- plus two.

S/Sgte. Allison, Tec g Boyn'bon ;]o:.ned Captian Hooper, Co. "G" and 5 men from the
3rd Battelion, A fire. fight between a group of approximately 30 Germans that were
trapped on a highway in a'bus and an ambulance and elements of Servics and Ha. Company
vas seen to be 1in progress. The vehicle wis destrovec. s 5 enemy I\Ll]CC., o wox,,lded,
and 16 captured. Pvl, 1Hller of Regtl. Hqg. Co. was seriously womded in this encowmter
and was evacuated to 'Callfnn and hospital‘tz d by the French. ‘

Captain Hoopc,r, S/Sgb. Allison: and 7 men, then oocupied 'bhe ‘towvn of Callian for
3 deys umtil driven oub by a froce of ‘approximately 200 Germans. They then moved to
Monbaunoux which was held ty ILt. MeElroy and 3L EM. S/Sgt. Allison, Tec &
Boynton and a few menbers of the FFI then blew a road crater in the highway near: :
Callian which runs bebween Fayance and Grasee, trapping li German trucks ard 22 Germans

who were taken prixomsr by the F ‘I. &Captain Hooper then moved his nan to San Rapnael
‘and arrived on "DM plus Five. -

T, I.empke dropped on the hills Nox'th Eas’o of Callian and soon assembleu approximafely‘
30 men, including the.ifire Section, a. few demolition mex and a mixed group of British
and 3rd Battallon mene - Lt. Lempke- mo‘ved_ ‘his men South and I«eqt of Callien where they
mzt the enemy in a- i‘orce which was ewsimated. at one Lompany. . Casualties. estinated at
30 men were inflicted on the enemy by morter and small arms. Tire. Pne: ny reinforcesnents

were very quickly brough'b up and- I:b. I.empke withdrew and led his" group to the Regimentel
CP on "t plus i'our.

The rercinder o:f'v'!;he Gr_»m,nm»r ;anped with the 2nd Fattalion and landed in the vieinity
of LeMuy. Lb. Tait arnd Conpaly Headquar ars- lauced approkadaately bye Wleisbers Norkh o
East of LeMuy. He ssseumbled Leb Sgt. Araocld and 7 wen and WhE . l&tor Joinest by clexmn’u
f£rom other companies of the 2nd Battalion. It, Tait led the men toward Isimy in an
attempt to orient himself and was fired vpon from the toim. The entive group withdrew
a short distence to a defiladed area and engaged the enemy. Three casunliles were
intlicted upon the enemy according to the Pritish who shortly took over the avea, A
perimnetor defense was then formed with the British anc an attack wes made on the pozition
by a German patrel estimated at LO.men at 1000 and 1L Hours.  Lt. Tait led nis greup

toward Ialicbte when they encountered elﬁmenus of the British. They directed hinm to
the fegilmental CP, : _ ,
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leg on the jump. Tec L VanCleave was fired upon immediately wupon landing, bub evaded

the fire by hiding in a vineyard. Three of the eneny pursued him, VanCleave disposed

of cne with kis “rench knife and killed the remaining two with a hand grenade when

they came to investigate the struggle. At 0900 hours he contacted a British patrol

vhich he heard passing by calling to them over the well which suwrrcunded the forti flcatlom
At 1100 hours the British attacked the fortification with mortars, and under cover of

. smoke, entered the fort::.i’ication. In the ensuing fight appraximately 30 Germn., ware

killed, 20 wounded; and 20 captured. Captain Pearce wus .then evaucated. -

W X 3

Mpdftm and part of the 2nd Bn. demolition uec'bion lamed approximtely 11 -
kilometers South of IeMotte. Ho assembled his section and equipment and moved to a
“bridge North and Fast of LaMotte which he prepared for demolition, Then, with part
~of his section he estsblished a read block on the hi ghvay between LeMuy and les Arcs
near the railroad 'bridge. No encriy of any force was encotmtered.

It. Alickl, with the rem:!nder of the 2nd Bn, demol. ition section end the RPegimental

M.P.'s landed % mile South of Ie Muy. He asserbled li of his men and moved North,
He encountered Maaor Pazton, ."3’ an.:l a fLarge group of men who led him to the C.P.
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“Hq, & Ha. Co. conte

Sgte Browm, who was in the same place as Lt. Alicki, assenbled 8 mon from the stick
and vas immediately surroundcd by a force of Germans estimated to be 30 men. TIn the
fight that followed Pvl. Ciner was killed and the remainder captured. They were taken

to a German priscner-of-war enclosure at Ie Muy and were held until the town was captured.
by the 550th on the afternocon of "D" plus two.

Captain Dearing and Captain Bigler landed approximately 1 killometer North Bast of
Ie Muy and assembled approximately 10 men from the Commmications Platoon. Captain
Deaving led the men toward Ie Muy vhen he met a group of 20 men of the 2nd Bn. and
Li60th TFA Bn. At daybreak the group was on the outskirts of Le Muy when s German
motorcycle patrol was encountereds Three Germans were killed,

Captain Dearing then atlempted to lead the group to the Cormpany assenbly area
but was immediately pinned dowm by enemy fire. An attack on 2 strong point which was
between Captain Dearing and the asserbly area was laumched with Captain Dearing leading -
half the men on the right flank and Captein Bigler furiishing 2 base of fire and atiacking
from the left. Captain Dearing with 8 EM succeeded in capturing the strong point from
the right bubt the enemy brought in reinforcements of men, mortars, and 88's, Captain
Dearing and 3 EM werewwounded and all 9 men were captured. They were taken to Le Muy
vhere the wounded were treated by a French doctor and a captured British Medic. They
were livetated when the 550th Prcht. Inf. Bn. captured Le May on "D" plus one.

Cap'bain Bigler withdrew his group and led there to the Regimental CP after dark,

arriving on the morning of "D" plus one, 3 walkmg wounded, Estimated enemy casuallies
were 12 killed and wounded. ’ :

Major Paxton, Regimental S~3, landed approximately 1) miles South of Ie Muy. He
assembled his men and weited on the field until daybreak, At daybreak, he led the men
toward Ie Muy meeting Chaplain Brown, Lt. Mitchell, Captain Kihzen, Ma‘lor Vella, Lt,
Alicki and approximately 75 EM, -After orient:mg h:vms,elf he moved to the assenbly area
by way of ILa Motte. On the wey two enemy on motorcy. les were killed. No enemy were
found in Ia Notte. Captain Nevberry with approximately helf of 2nd Bn, was encomntered
shorily thereatter and stated that the rest of the L60th FFA Bn. was in position and
that they had communications with the 1st Bn., who were moving on their objectove,
Major Paxton instructed Captain Neuberry to proceed to his objective and led hisisoen
to the Regimental CP arriving at 1230 hours on D Day. Al Approximately 1300 howrs,
Colonel. Graves arrived with eliemonds of ¥ Conmeny and teock comrond.

RICHARD A. BIGLER
Capt.; Infantry
Commanding
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SENVIC. COMPA Y
517th ‘PARA CHUTE INTFANIRY
APO 169 U, S.Arny

13 Avpust 194

Service Company personnel, totaling 92 men and officers boarded 6 planes at
Orbettallo Field, Ttaly, at 0133 hours. The group, under Lt, Col. Melvin Zaiz was
composed of )5 plane loads consisting of persommel oi‘ Service Company, the 3rd Battalion,
and one platoon of the 596th A/B Engineers.

The group left the field at 0255 hours and landed by parachute about SOO yards

west of Callian, France, at OLLS hours. Upon landing Service Company was assenbled
into two groups.

Group #1 consisted on the men from planes #83aand 86, Captain Sigl kept the men
in an acsenbly area in the woods while Lt. Freuad, with 2 EM entered the towm of
Callian to determine the location of the town in reference to the DZ and to find out
the enemy situation. Returning to the ascerbly area, contact was made with elements
of the 3rd Battalion umder Li. Glbbons, senicr officer present at the time, and it
was decided that we should consolidate forces and proceed to our objective at a
location South west of Le Muy.
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" Service Company, conb=

Consolidation and reorginization vas accomplished in tho town of Callian and the column
started toward the objective at 1200 hours., Service Company formed the rear guard and
the pointi for the colum at this time until British troops in a similiar situvation
Joined the wnit just East of Bagnoles and became the rear security,

Group #2 consisted of men from planes #87,88,89, and 90, Upon landing, It. Skuteik
and M/Sgt. Coll assenbled as many men as way possible under the circumstances and went
to 8 Red Cross Bullding., A French patriot brought a messapge to ILt. Skutaik about
American soldiers and elements of the FFI engaged in a fire fight in the wealley Scuth
Bast of Callian at a road inbersection. It. Skubaik and M/Sgte Coil with 15 men went
with the messenger and there joined the battle. Two enemy wvehicles were destroyed
and ten German soldiers were killed., Sixty prisoners were taken and turned over to the
French for disposal.

After the fight was over, Lt. Skutalk asserbled the men and went back to the
Fed Cross Bulldinge. “There, two men vho were wounded by small arms fire and fouwr men
who were injured from the jump were taken care of by the French Red Cross. It. Frovmd
contacted this group and toock 10 men with him to Callian to form part of the rear guard.
In the mean time, more nen had asserbled at the Red Cross Building who had just found
their way from the far side of the mounbain vhere they had landed.

Wth about 25 men Lt. Skutaik moved cress—country to comtact the head of the columat.
The march continued until 1500 hours before a Vreak was taken and then contimued
again at 2110 hours. At 2330 hours the colum kad reached a point about 5 miles North
of Bagnoles and established a bivousce for the night. Upon talking with the men it
wes found that Tec 5 Schneider, Rigper Section, 596th AB Englneer Company, attached
to Service Company, had carried a wounded man down the steep slopes of the mountain
to the Red Cross Bullding and then made mumercus trips uwp and down the mowntsin side
assembling small groups of men and-leading them to the 3rd Battalion assenbly area.

16 August 19L1

At 0700 hours, merch was resumed and after covering a distance of approximately
25 miles the 517th Regimentel CP was reached at Chateau St. Rosseline. One fmericen
and six Breitish paratroops protecting two wounded men dropped back during the march,
ard spproximately 10 mirattes later made contact with the enemy. The British soldiers
were waquipped with shaped cbharges and swoeeded in lmocking cub btwe trucks Teaded with
CGerman soldiers and driving the remainder of the Germans, in three trucks, back in
the ditection from which they had come.

17 August 191,

Personnel of the Compsny were divided into sections and sent out to retrieve
equipment bundles dropped by parachute. The anmmition accumlated was sufficientoto
carry the combat team through the attack for the nex two or three days. /Another
re-~supply cane by A-20 bormbers. All bundles were retrieved.

KENNELH Be FRIUND

Tt The, 517th Prcht. Inf,
Commanding
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HEADQUARTTRS 1st DATTALION
RECORDS OF EVENTS

The 1st Bn., enplaned at Campino Airfield, thirty miles North East of Rome, Ttaly,
at 0030 hours, 15 August 194l The planes took off at 0200 hours and after circling
the field for asscrbly purposes, headed North West for Southern France, The intended
drop zone was in a flat area about one mile West of Ia Motte, France and the mission
of the Bn. less A Co., was to be in Regimental Reserve in the vicinity of Chateau St.
Rosseline., From the time all sticks jumped until about 1400 on "D" plus three the
activities of the Bn., must be recorded in terms of smeller units in view of the fact
that assembly of the Bn was not completed until the above mentioned hour and dates.

At H Hour Hqe Coey lst Bn. jumped, and landed in scattered areas in the ¥icinity of
Trans-en~Provence. Darkmess and a low lying fog cbscured all land marks. A temporary
CP was established and serching parties were sent out for men and equipment. At day
light the Co., location was definitely esteblished, The Co., then consisted of the
LG and Rocket-Lawnched sections, a few 31lmm Mortar men and five men from Co., Hqe.
Enroute a few riflemen from "A" Co., joined the orgenization as did the remainder of
the 31mm platoon. A few hundred yards West of the assembly ares the Co., was fired
on by automatic weapons. The enemy were driven out and the Co., moved into the assembly
area. Road blocks were set up with IWG's and Rocket-Launchers and the area was out
posted by mortarmen. At the cross road South of the assembly area a German barracks,
housing about a squad of men was located. After a short fire fight, four were captured,
two killed and two woundeds In the immediate area, a heavy water cooled German machine
g, a small field piece, a few automatic weapons, a large store of grenades and a
supply of gasoline were located. The machine gun, field piece and gasolien were dectroyed,
during the attack section I'vt. Iynch was severcly biuaned. At aboud O7L0 hours two
platoons of Co. A wnder command of Lt. Reith joined the organization. At 0750 howrs,
the elements of Hge Coe l1st Bn and Co. "A" moved oubt toward the Bn. objective. Along
the prescribed route a smrll German patrol was encountered and after an exchange of
shots the mit continued its advance across Highwey #7 and started to ascend to it's
objective. At this time a German truck and trailer loaded with demolitions drove out
of the woods and parked near a small bridgel. Machine gunsand rifle fire was placed
on the truck and it's occupants and they jumped in a ditch across the road. It. Kruse
and five men moved forward but they were pinned down by enemy fire. Sgt. Ford who
was with It. Kruse, was shot in the leg, As more fire was placed on a civilian truck
which had pulled up along side. Both trucks were utilized to a road block, thus
completing one phase of the Co.'s mission. The Co. then reorganized, consolidated
positions on top of the hill and prepared to defend.

Iater, two cars and motorcycle came down the road from the West. As they slowed
down on siphting. The road block, a patrol led by ILt., Reardon kmocked out one ecar and
a motorcycle and the LUG team at the road block knocked out the other car. D Day pawssed

without further event with the exception of small clashes with snipers in the swrrounding
area,

On "D" plus one approximately a Bn. of Germans moved uwp to a line North Test of
the railroad, West of the Co. position., The ,80th FFA Formmrd Observent called for
fire and halted the advance. Co. 31lmm were laid behind the enemy and when they took
cover from the artillery, the mortars routed them out. A great nwiber of casualbies
were Inflicted and the advance was complebely halted., Fire was placed on this position
periodically throughout the day wtbil the 3rd Bn., moved up and pushed foruvard thru the
cnemy positions. A heavy concemtration of L.2 mortars and 75's preceeded the 3rd Bn.
and this joined with the small arms fire of the 3rd Bn. cleared oub all the enemy in
that area. "D" plus 2 wmeventfulaand on the morning of "D" plus 3 the Co. moved dowm
towmrd Highway #7 and moved east %o join the Bn. The Bn. was enroute to Buget~sur-Argens.

EARLIE He EMLY
Capte, 517th Prcht. Inf,
t
Commnding
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COIPANY “A Y
RIECORD OF BVENDS

1. Company Headquarters boarded planes at Camino Alrlisld, Ttaly at 0030 houri.
Hgoe divided into tuo sticks led by Captein Fraser end Lib, Iroudy, juped at Oh 50 Lewmrs
in the ares of Trans-en~Provence, Fraice. '.L‘hey nad trouble agsserbline hub 211 jolred
at the Decimentol CP excepting Pvb. Tiger vho is obill micoing, (Up'l\ in Measer pot
oub secwriby ot Regimental CP and sent Sgbe Rost to the hill overlooking Los .l\;res to
Join the part of Cos "AY vhich Jit. Kiciulon had establiched in a defersive position.

2o Tirst Platoon: ecuplaned at 0030 hours jinmped at Ch32 hours. Lb. Kienlen
with mjority of stick landed aboul 2% miles from the DZ, S/5gt. Chobolb, FI'C Dista: 1101;,1::,
Pvt. ¥napp were separc.ted from the stick and met North of tha DZ. They Jjoined about
50 men from diiferent companies, some British troopers plus a pack houitser proup.
They arrived at the assenbly srea 0830 howurs and were pinned domwm by M. fMirs. The
men used grenades on MeGe nests and the enemy withdrew, Th. Cook, C.C. :}oinad 'b.he
group and took command. The group cenbinucd on to the Bn. obj ";\,t:um, Tinemy Wa
encounberaed envoute and Sgte Chobob illad Uvo. Thoey conbizmed on to the a .J oGPl
the il with noresistance. Lt. Kilenlen and stick and part of Co Hq»‘, mat Worth of
Trans-cn-Provence and were Ji “'ﬁc Led to the Regimental GP by 2 French Major. They
pn.c"”ed up Sgbe taterman and olther C Co. wen, wilth six prisoncrs, end also assicsted

in capturing 3 wore Cermans, ‘1’11@ y wore fired on, as ‘they movea o the CP, Lb. Kienlen, .

PFC Jenes and Sgbte Kiefer killad three Gerrans and wounded a fourth. The wnit then
reported to It. McDonald and helped outpost the R-BF{.‘E.T.’IPJ.I tel CP at 1600 hovrs T,
Kienlon with 22 nmen moved to a hill overlooking Tos Ares and wns reinfocced thad nishh
by an anbi~tenk platoon from the Lhend and part of Co. Hos. 1. Sadlo and PPRC Cabs
wore separated from the stick and remaived with FFI in vicinity of Dragulsnen Lfor
days. Sgbe Critelilow and Sgh. Mitehell with their squds asserbled 2 miles South
Vest of Draguignan and Joined Captain Young and SOoothers frowm the Bn, They moved o
Trons=cn«Provence, capbured a German Captain, moved to Los Aros and joined Major Doyls
Co lst Bne., in *"or'rm_nr’ a defensive position on the edge of towm and engaged the encmy
in a fire fight.
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3. Second Platoon: Platoon jumped at OL50 hours in two sticks.
b/tw" A.J_t(lhlf‘ e juypnesters. They landed 3 miles from the D7 and ac

Bn. Asseibly area at 0730 mm.; with all equipnent. Sgb. Ritehie broke bot

in u}zrx Jumpe  Uith parts Lot and 2nd Platooas and mﬂt of Tlgse Coe, all aur‘wr Cavinin
Ie Ghaussee of Uoe G, thby 1‘f »dod fox 4l Ba. object ,LL I"Jn'r'mﬁ; a u'n'rll group of
Gorrins wers encovtbereds L patool o O ounen led Ly Cphe foeslsil drove Do i

They continwed to tha objectlivs and went into a de fcnsuL position o
fired upone Tire was 1*etu.1 nad and the cnomy rebreatod,

e Third Platoon: Junped at OLS0 aboubt 1's kilometers South Tast of Trans-en-Pceovencc.
12 men assenbled and moved South o the higismy anl joilned troops from the lst Pn.
heading Bast to the Bn. asserbly area. They vicked up 6 more 3rd Plt, mon and scb up
a preimeter defense in Co. A assesblytarca. JTater they moved to the Dn. objeutive.
Wo ecnemy was encountered. The platoon deployed in a definsive position on Bast Slope
of the Bn. obJeclive.
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WDt Plus Ono

1. Company Headquarters: A first platoon IIG team on the hill North East of Tos
Aros was hit by artillery fire. S/Sgbt. Nolson and Pvbt. Peppito volunteered to man the
gan.  S/Sgt. Nelson was later hit in the leg by artillery fire while still with the gun.

2, TFirst Platoon: Geruns, with reinforcements, -attacked the group at Los Aros
alt 0730 hours. Prbe James did exceptionally good work with the Mx and was wounded
in the right ear., Pvte Ermest trying to move the gim to a betier position was killed
in action. The Platoon then withdrew under fire and reinforced the remainder of the
1st Pn. on the 3rd Bn. objective. Sgt. Kienlenoon the hill Nerth Tast of Los Aros
vas joined by Co. E. IEnemy forces were scen bubt wore out of range., Intermittent
artillery fire was received and PFC!'s Anderson, K.B., and Trenary and Pvi. Banoy and
Cpl. Stewart were hit,



HOr Plius Onog conti-

3. Seeond Platoont No change.
e Third Platoon: No change.
"pt Plus Two

1. Company Headquarters: Ileft hill overlooking Los Aros and moved to Chateau
St. Rosseline, : '

2, TFirst Platoon: Thile platoon moved toward Chateau St. Rosseline, Lt. Sadlo
and PFC Crhinich joined the platoon. '

3. Second Platoon: No change.

e Third Platoon: Eight men patrol suprised and drove away Germans setbing up
MG to cover area in which cquwipment bundles had Just beon droppsc

ST Y

"D Plus Three i
1. Company Headquarters: Ieft Chateau St. Rosseline and moved to area North of
Puget and set up CP in defensive position.

2, Tirst Platoon: Ieft Chateau St., Rosseline, ard moved to arca North of Puset
and took on left flank of Bn. on 7th Arm's right flanlk,

3e Second Platoon: Joined remainder of Co. and moved Lo area North of Pugeb
and set up delensive position. No enzmy activily.

L. Third Platoons joined Co;»» and scb up defensive North of Pupet. Platoon
complete, except for PFC Davis, R (Lw) and PIC Plasse (MIA) from juimp.
DOMATN Wo FRASER
Capte, 517th Prcht. Inf,
Commanding
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COMPANY "B" RECORD O EVEMNLS

At 0300 hours, D-Day at Campivo Airfield, Ttaly, Co. B loaded planes 16,17,18;
25%5,26,27,3l, and 36, This is a record of activitics of each of thes plane loads,
Plane 16, It, Nillsdale - Jumpmaster, lst Squzd of Ist Pletoon and communications
personnel. :

"D DAY

The sbink dropsed approcimately 272 wiles Torth and 7 mile kot of Torras, Troros
Then after Lunding the enbive obticls wos acooublad and soartod Do the objociive Ly
way of Lorpue to Los Aros. They arrived in lorgue at 0000 hours and left Vvb. J.
Davis in the hospital because of injuries received in the jwip. The group left Lorgue
at 0930 hours on a cross country route for Los Aros. They moved very slowly and
cauliously because of strong enemy positions. The group pinned domm on the outskdrts
of Tos Aros by heavy enemy smll arms fire and enemy concontrations. They withdrou
to the outskirts of Lorgue and started oubt for their objective by a different route.
They stopped in the woods at 2200 hours and stayed there watil morning.

«

"D PLUS ONE

The group started for the objective at 0700 hours and received strafing from a
plane and came wder light artillery fire, They selected another route to their ob-
jective by way of Draguignan. The unit started oubt preceeded by two 3 men patrols.

One partol enpaped in a fire fight on the edge of Drapulgnan, No word or contacth

“was received from the other patrol. The main grovp captured 2 German trucks carvying
officors and wounded men. They killed 3 officers, took 25 prisoners and turned them
over to the TI'T in Lorgue. They sbarted for the objective andmmoved through Dragulgnan
and Trans-cn-Provence. First American troops contacted were 551st. Game them infoima-
tion of cnemy positions on oubskirts of Draguignan. The unit arrived at the regimental
CP at 2300 hours, "D" plus 1 and joined Ha. Co, early the next mornming. The missing
patrol roported on "D" plus 3. They had been capturcd by a depleted Bn. of Gormans,
aboubt 250 in nuwiber. This German wnit was being surrounded by FFI units and they
surrendercd to Pvts. James and CGray who turned them over to French wnit and were taken
to "Irrvastion G-2" to give him what information they had.

oy
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Plane 17 - Iib, Wisher - Jommaister

J wI a{, ()f'(")) nnrl Janded about 3 miles Horth Fast of Lorrues. Tho vqw el
buwndles vore fomnd, most of the stick assanbled, and they heoman to mavelh ho tho Datlelic
obje :.'t:i:\:'c‘ . Jum. Faot of Torpgues ther encountorad an ersmy p\xi,ru!. and Toreed tho

bo withirawe  They reccelved work Shat Anerican trooos wewe beapped in Lorg,jww ST
attempted to o invo the town, encountered fire, bubl forced the encmy oul. Thoy 1
moved bownrd Los Avos, being forcad into hiding dusing 4he day beseauss of Lm rm,
of larpge mubhers of cnsmy ’l;roc)]'_.ns. They moved dnto Los Avos and joined a fiee g
:‘Ln progross bobween Anmericen troops and the ernomy. They remained theqe wnbil "’)” Vivs
2 a2t vhich time they withdrew to the Regflnwnbal CP and rojoined the Lox pany on Y0 Tlus
Threo, .

Plane 18 - L. Tngelion ~ Jumprasher.

Jumed at 0456 hours and Janded aboub midpoint behwoen Los Aros and Trans-en-Provoenca.
Tleven men were awm.mled and the ecuipnent "bm'ni'lo::. wers obvtained. This stick joiund
a group of sbout L0 man dn Tos Aron ’n"ch v bhie Comannd c;;;':’ Major Doyl and seb wn a road
Blozic ab the Soulh Fast corner of tom On ”D' Tlws One strong eneny foress abinegh
and jor Boyle's forees vithdeew. Lb ngelien end his mon withdrew to the 2nd
pesttion and from there to the Hegiental CP and on "D" Plus Three Joined the Coe

S/506e Meyers and his men Jjoiusd Co. D which enbered the towm from bhe other cod of
Los Aros,

Plane ?’ ~ Lt, Reardon ~ Jumpmaster. :
Junped 2% miles Souwbth test of Draguipman. A1l 18 men were assenblcod wnder Ib.
Reardon, bub -uhe, eguipment bundles were not found. They moved South Moot wnbil :«om,}*"ng;

Hourdarne and then took a donkey trail bowsrd the objective. They were mmwl W T
Lynch, 7 Hgs Co. men and 8 Co. B mon. They sere fired on 2t 1000 hours by a
eneity patrol, vhich moved out vhen the fire was rceturns. Ab. 1035, they Imr‘e
by Lt. Allingham and Co. C. men, who joined the colimm as a rear guswds AL .-gr
ran trbo the rear guard of aporoxinetsly one compsny of C-'n::my on Roube T, & ut_-)i};_)u‘i’t :
h) 'Io 'zm & route to objective, they fired on and knocled out two cars and ono 1
ng oin and capturing one German. Ooe of the cars wes in good condi
e bo the Reginental Commander 'ch,v" sent oub patrols f‘fi")T‘l tid
m :€.‘:I.1"e feom the Bne objective, .m:,-y wers vnable to do Lm Al
ywdly i cncny fire, so they wreburnsd to Negiment of obtaln fi ot on
crdons ol 'l?‘.r-*",'.l.‘~ Cp. At approximately 1600 hours the Coe wrs orpanined

_{ and movod
oul to the objoctive.

Plone 26 - Sgbe. Price - Jumpmaster

Ionded about 6 miles Horth Past of Los Aros, and asserbled on the machine gun
bundle, Capt. Young joinzd them and asswumed command, They proceeded touard t
Ine objective, were joined by Lbt. Ingolein and his men and moved to Los Aros wheiae they
come wnder the commnd of Ikjor Boyle.

Plane 27 ~ Lt. Mller - Jumpmster

Tandad 3 miles Tast of Trans-en-Provence. They asseubled with Capt. Yommg and
moved bornrd Los Ares, capburing a truck on the way. Half of the grouo moved by el
o Lhe Hextl CP and there joined Co. Be Whe renaicier swayed in Log Awxoos olih 1 jor
Boyle. ~

Plane 3h - 5/Spt. Lovring - Jumpmaster
Tnnded about 200 yords kst of the Drop Zone. The stick was unable to orgonize
alt the position bub moved to the Bn, objective and there joined the Coa

Plane 30 - It. Sanford - Jumpmaster.

Lbe Sauford, the lat Sgte, Co. Hgs. persomnel, one mor"ozr squzd and Bne. aid
ren, Jampsd at 0505 and landed 10 miles MNorth Tast of the In attompbineg to find
their Bne objective they joined General Freodericlks and ¢ c,oommru ed s forces to the
Task Force Headquarters, at which time they recnived orders to send oul patrols to
lead dn lgse parsonnel, to oubpoat the area, and to remain tn sre wnbil further ordos
The aid men dmmediately joined in bringing in and treating the wownded, although thmyr
were under eniper fire, AL 1200 hours, they were relieved and moved mf 1“"\f ol Ta i

through the Britich Tines, to the Regtl. CP pilciines up sboub 50 wen on ths - vnye R
Regltl CP, Co. B persomel was orpanized undor Ib. Sanford ond moved 1.0 The I obhleotive
reporting that the Pne Ixec. Officer. Then, the Co. was given two micsions:s To onlypos
the I flank of the ‘Bn. positions: to place a road block, with an attoched AT, p]_z;:_-bn,ys__>_n.
(hh2nd) on Route 7 N of the Bn. position. This was accomplished and on the nmr'xr’i:n_g of D
plus L the enldre Co. was moved to the read block. The 2nd platoon ons scind of the AT
platoon, and the Tn. Rocloet Launcher team were placed on the ¥ side, the 3rd plateon ard
2 AT scuads bo the ¥, and the remiinder held in suvpport. AL zboub 1100 hours a coction
from the Rocommoalsssnce Co. of the 1,5th Division centacted the road block and 85 of Joo
Aros to detcrmine if the bridge wms prepored for demolition,

P



Piaga 28 - "Cfn‘b-‘ R s

Sgbe Moubgomery velunberred bis squad and moved ol with radio conbach. A6 Lhe adde:
iontpomory, Yute Raldwing Pvb, fhabhorns were Yilticds ;

to vmrn }w.l.:f miltse The other fowr, ore of whom ws « iy morrded, colo
The lending elerents of the enamy Bne van dnbe tha Cn, posiiden and vwre o
idghte  After aboth two hours the encny withdrew. Thros prosconors vere balesi.  The void
block ves held through the night avd no scetion was reen-on "DY pluz 2 axd cn LY wip-
Ths Coe Commander tock over the Co. On "DY vlus 3 the Coe jolued tho Bne as 3t wmoved
ol to Pugebe

1“:{.’!' «

CHARLES Je HITISTALE >
Lte, Mnfantry P s
Commard ing
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- COVIRPAYY C RECORD
. -~ OF EVENTS
' "DH DAY

Commn;r c enp]z{mmd at Campine A.whr..x‘l, 30 miles 1D of Rome, Tialy al CO30 howes,
C15 Aug LY, with a tobsl ebrerpth of 121 EM and 9 Clficsrs. Tho plenes took off at G20
,lﬂou:r‘,,‘ and afber cjreling bhe 'lf_:ld for an hour Lisaded WW for France. Mogb of the rman
gettlnd down ard wunt o sleep. The trip over the sea was uneventiul 20 wirm rom
uhe: Dz all pilots gave the pa vachubisty an oral warnine and the e Tl
cowinmenb. Thare was a Leavy fo;r 1 v:‘ing close to the growds  Tb s later vewsalod
y Petifinder group had missed the f£ield, thereby rosulled S'n 'i""x.. pobhes rdliehs
use thesle own Judgerent for the drop.  The ree J:%:u wers bthat the Cos was .Jo,zz'{;'i‘.f«axe:;r?:,
Tae majordiby off tho Cpe landed approxima bely ons uile S and VW of lrensesn-tiove
Trance. Onz sbick of the Jed Flatoon wiier Ite Cock lended near Ia Moble. and -i.-.
Corpony Commnnder larded dn the canber of Trovs-sneProvence proper. The C“v:rqm{r
Tled "r;y'- sticks and in groups of three and £ mu* erei bepen to Tind lhedr vay bowaid
Lst assorbly avens ~Earoute thore were sovorald miyar clashes with O Cerpecis
\-z:a.f‘&L. sz mam.l.u].eu to ourselves and 20 or jO Cw.w mns ware killed, '
widely centbersd it ws nseessory for each of i)w:a groups o tele
! .

Lo b Wie anzerbly area (which vas near Chobenu & uowdjn"«} ay

Tbﬂ

Found T (A:.. dJ...:, csed as Yollowms  (a ) Sy v
Chin e . e (1‘.} N ey ~F LR st i

WL By RS m dping o defend a 1*0'1-1 Dilocks (c; (mpt u,‘. T (3
thoat Jursed with Tte Cock ot la Mobba, was on the Coe cbicc
i('mouﬁxr“:r‘- " dey there were not any clashes with Cf»w-m tieoops cr,- & I
A .c,w mtmm clashes oceourved, Oubside of these skirmishes there was no scol:
wag with relief that {the Compeny saw reinforcements srrive by perachube avd ¢
in thr-_e WOLDINE e

Tl dh

ddor early

CHAPTES He IA CHAUSSE
e, 5L Prehte Ini‘.
Commerdinge
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HEADQUARTERS 210 BATPATION
RECORDS OF LA

At 0200 hours, 15 Aug LL, the 2nd Battalion, S17th Porachute Inf., erploned at
Oriioe 0¥ AJIF}..GJ.(I Tealy, loested ab 8 miles S of Crossetta,Ttaly. The baltalion nise
sion wes to ::pcarlu.dd the Adcborre Imvasion of Soubliewn Tieance.s To laud on & prow
dc'f pntbed dropping zone, located 13 miles Scuthuest of To Ixom[c 5 Fronce 'l Al ;_;f‘?‘-“.:'f,'
oly o selze anﬁ held high ground commnding The vppruaoim«l o the br»r-» chon vhoro
Jm* anphibious forees were to effect a landing a short time later. Ths Beittalion lozded
m 3l planes of the LLOth TC Group conmanded Ly Lt. Cols Krebs, Ab 0225 hours ihe
mo‘* of‘f ard after serial assenbly prorr%aded M7 to the dc-sjy'“.r =d objoetis
Batbagepn vas Lreceeded by Pathfindors consisting of 10 wen, L officer, L. (hddie-
vhe Junps fi rLL 0255 with the wdssien to precede the Daltalien, and scbt vp at Lu\, den
noiee T cuder of drop was to be MM Co., Hoe Coe, "BY Co, and W' Coo  Tho ecltions
inobhe ot ’1 o ph;x es of the carpaipn will be described by Company vriils beoeause of
‘ ent mbure of the activity.

GHC

TLOUARD Je SKITS
Tte Cole 517Lh Prclrb. nfe.
Congmneling




HRAD"\M TERE ‘OMF’ANI
"2nd b"- LIONw
Supn DAY -

Hg. Go. ?nd Bue. enplancd ab Omvyang. Aixcuald near (J.LO.,‘)U'LU Sy Itu! y ob 0200 heurs,
The Compaay dupar. xd the alrfisld 3t 0235 hiours on 15 rog Ll fer Sowth:rn Franea, 14,
ol Bolba, G ‘m,iug OJ..i.i,.:em, 2nd - Fn. was ths £irst pea in the lead plave of the
paay. e Jusped ab Oh35 howrs, - The Co. WA seattored over a largs arca extonding
roughly N obo La m-ptw, and S. to Lo Aros, E to Le IMuy and W, to Drapuigean. Howevs
approximately 0L of bhe Co. assembled 3 kilometers SE of La Motte and moved with Co. ¥DY
to the assigned area.. Several injuries were sustained in this operabion. Hajor Geus
- Battalion Bxecutive Orfleev, suffered a fractured log but refused to quit hls post
iven a direct order by L. Col. Seitz., The Babtalion Sgh. Major, S/¢

P

"HJJ,J

Lo Bagikus coulid not

i

-eontinne due Y0 a spra:!ng,d ankle. Cpl. Neirmaon of the light washine gun plabosn negleabed
“his injured ankle 50 that he might go on»w¢hh nls squad until the folliowing dey when 16
- beoama necasssry.to evacuate him. less bhan an hoar after descent, Lt, Miley, was

~electrosuted while cubbing wires which he thought to be vcad for communication. A
©of machine gusners conslsting of Ib. Rebinson, Spbt, Farneicen, vb. Clavi and Pvb.
~while searching ionaaqgapn * buadles was attadied by an enomy force wiltd wzwhlnr_
Lt. Eebingon:took cover dn an irrigatlon flit..g . While Clark and Bepan wers seavchi
for better cover for prutm.ti.m, Clark was shobt in the baek. Begen turned te ﬂ@
but was urged to go on by Clark, Clark was later found dead w;th saveral bullst holss ir
hig hody. Sgb. Farm,lsm Was caphure,d but escaped ia:tc:v o . ‘ 3

Fifty percend of the con 7anynmas assenmbled and in poniiioa by OZ%J haurs on W“ﬁ
Doy. L remained in FOaniQﬂ on the road frun ~v-f~iw¢an to:le May wnbil 1230 houvrs,
ab which time it. WAS- reli.evod by l{q. Co. f the %nt am vhube Detbalion,

On "D" Plus ons,‘ISVﬁt bh‘*Headquarters Company moved info position on the hills
- S of Chabean St ROnaeline near -Log-Avos, The 3lmm Morbar Platoon was gbtached bo
" Ceompeny DY 4n Los Aras. The Light Mschlne Gun Platoon oubposted the railroud bt
ween Los Aros and Le}Huy and also served as protecbicn to the 2nd En. CP whish was
losated 3 kiloneters N of Log Aras.. While in this positilon the Co. was shelled so
tinzs by German arbillery with scattersd mortar fire. Both ILL. Lewls, PaStallion
: Anguﬁanu and Cp*g Flschn“, Butt¢1¢om Clar, recaived wounds necossitabing thelr eveenstion,

STAL

S

The positions. were nrt~dhanqed until npe plua three uuun the Conpmuy moved Lo e
“the Qiﬂ&uy of Ba*nula. s '

RODERT B CLACER

Capbe 81750 Pechb. Inf,

Commanding
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COMI&HY Wk RbCO.D CF EVENTS

Co. D was as igxed fhw mission of clearing the DZ, loeated as desaribed above

by =swmding 2 plaboons (rainforced) to snine ard hold the hill freat co wWing a

peasiole aporoash o the bue AAs e Gl piubol  Was v ks Lontnacd Lo cutne

left £lank of the Bn. Sector. At ON2S hours on 15 Aug bh, Capb. David . Armsbrong,

- Co. Co. D led his first plans load of parabroopers out the door. of the lsb planh of
the lub wave over S France from & helght of 1500 £ft. Similbaneously 7 more plaie

loads of D Co. troopers balled out with their eguipment bundles. Thoy landed sveouth

3 kl]v«WﬁﬂP SE of, La Motbe, France. The nlght wes dark, eand a thick fop approximabely
80O ft. in depth obscured the ground and mate,*allv affected the assombly of the men
and equipnmat. Soma of the Pompany units encownbtazred a light enowy rosj7%anre,
characterized principally by smsll arms fire, This fire came Lfrom enemy pabrols and

'S

wes guickly rilenced. The majority of the Co, was assewbled by daylight on the higb-
woy teading into La Motbe. Ab that point the Co. jeined Hq, Co. which was aboub
G505 shreneh o : e

g GolONEu e v ‘

The comuznd of bhc Co. was delevatad to L. Iaron, 8. James, former Co. Exec.
Ofioar as tha injuries sustained by Capt. Armstrong when he landed mads his evacuabion
weansary.  Other Co. Jump caswlaties weres Pvi. Flagle, sprained ankles, : Fvbe Re e
Allen, broxen foobs @ Lt, Sherman Williams, esprained ankle: Pyt, ¥Po Viaprel, spralncd
bacl; vt Fouto, Sprainﬁd ankle, Pvt. Sloav, cprained anklie: Pvh. Bill Jonews, broken

ribs Pvt, Fayne, rupbured ear drumsth, Melvio Edwaeda, bdcm injury. Lt, Willigas and
Pvt. Flagle and Jones and Bdwards later joined the Co. Pvl, Fredoris Johng, whlin
attompting o join the Co. was killed by 3 ¥ bullets in his back. His last words
vers YIta sorry I let you fellows doun", The other injured were cvacushed, Wb. Jdenes
broken mib: Pvb. Payne, ruptured ear dwom, Lb. Williams, Pvbs. Flugle wod Jones ro-
joined the Co. The remanndor were ovncuqtod.

¢>




woapany U oconte

The 2nd Bne with Co. D leading assistod by a French pulde, moved Lo the planned
assembly avea near u large Chateau lognted Lz miles SW from the Chaleou, Lte Williums
took one squad from the 2nd Platoon and put out a road hlosk on Highiunay 7 moving throogh
the valley., Thils squad proceeded to a point 560 yards from the Chatoan wners Gpl. Frod
Gengsiannl blew down poles with demolitions and cub down important comminicabion wires
with wire cutters. Trees wers also blowm dowm along the road. The ramainder of the Co.
waent into position on the highground commanding the valley through which the road ran.

Approximately at 1200 hours on D Day, a reinforccd squad, cormanded by Sgb.
Roger Goodwell, accompanied by Lt. Gal Starkey to high ground on the right of the
Valley and prepared to defend the high ridge until re".ieved by the 551«‘0 Prohtl. Inf.
The 3rd platoon, cormmanded by Lt. Cooper ozcupied the high ground E of Lt., Starkey

and organized for defense. The lst Platoon, now commanded by Lt. Williams, was in
reserve, with the remainder of the 2nd Platoon.

Althougzh the 551st jumped into the vallﬂy protected by the 2nd Bn. at 1310 hours,
plans cvidently wvere chanped wince the 3rd platoon was not relieved aud remained in
position all night until "D" plus 1. The reinforced squad from the 2nd Flatoon stayaed
in position until 2200 hours when they were ordered to withdraw, They withdrew under
the light of enemy flares and were attacked by a supsrior force of Germans who tloow
more than 10 hand grenades Into their positions. The withdrawal, however, was without
mishap and they joined the 1lst Flatcon. ' ’

The night of "D" plus 1, the lst and 2nd p]atoons moved to a bivouac near the
Cliabeau ang spent Uhe nigno. ‘The follwoing day the 2nd Bn. moved out to take over
the objective of the 3rd Bn., which was delayea becaunse of dropping so far from the
DZ. At that time a small force from the lst Bn., comuanded by Maj. Boyle, was trapped
in the town of Los Aros by an overwhelming force of Germans. The 2 platoons of Ce. D
were ordered to proceed to the town, get Maj. Boyle out, then withdraw.

The 2nd platoon moved out first, followed by the lst platoon. Thoy met no op-
position until they moved into the towm. A defense was thrown vp from house to house
200 yds from the railroad sbation in the S part of Los Aros early in the morning of
"D plus 2. The defense held despite repeated massing of enemy troops at the railxcad
station and constant threat of attack. One attack was broken up by extremely effeciive
firing by the 2nd platoon mortar squad, commanded by Sgb. Hillhousz, and the st
Platoon MG gunner Pvt. Joe Haynes, with obther »ifleman, A second abback wns gioppd
by strafing and dive bombing P-61's and the Cermans massing for a third attack was
stopped by a barrage from L.2 mortars of Co. D Gird CWS Ba. During that time thz S
end of Los Aros was held by the 2nd platoon., The lst platoom held the right flank
while the left {lank was lightly held by scattered men from the lst Ba. FPrior to the
attacks, the lst platoon led by Lt. J. P. Witt, recomnoitered deep into enewmy ter-
ritory where Lt. Witt and Pvt. Salians were wounded. The lst platoon commanded by
S/S¢t. J. ¥. Benton, then defended the right flank.

At approximately 1500 hours, Co. F reinforced D Co. and secured the N end of towm.
Ten men were sent from Co. F to reinforce the 2nd platoon in the S of the town.

Duaring the Cay, b opaliels led Ly I, Slaricn poantrated anbo onery wercitovy
on reconnaissance missions. On D plus 2 .t. Starkey finally contacted a patir ol from
the 3rd Bn., and a reconnaissance unit from the Li5th Div. Following this tiv2 enomy was
dispereed,

In the section of Los Aros, the following were wowded, Lt, Witt, Ivt. Salisas,
Pvt. Hayaes, Pvb. F, Callucci, Cpl. B. McKean, Pvi. Gallucei and Cpl. Mo Koan were
injured by shelling from German Artillary.

The 3rd platoon on D plus 1 at 2200 hours moved o the N side of town and organized
defense and sent out L patrols to locate 3vrd B., without success.

At 0730 hours on D plus 3 the Bn. moved to new positions 9 miles SE of Los Aros
whero the Co. organized positions on high ground protecting the 7th Army on its ripght
flank.

On D plus 6 the Co. moved a s mile W of Fayence and set up a dsfensoc in conjunc-
tion with E and F Co's. They hold that defense vo date (Dplus 7).

LO7' N Sc JA["II‘.M)

1‘)\1 L{# o3 Illi .
Comnranding
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COMPANY E" RECORD OF BVENTS
"D DAY

Company "E" was assigned the mission of seizing and holding the high ground to
the W and SW of the assembly area which commanded the approaches into the valley lead-
ing to the beaches. The assigned DZ was as preseribed for the Bn., Co. "E" enplaned
at Onbrone Alrfield at 0200 hours, 15 Aug LY. The men jumped over France at Oh35
hours and landed genorally in the vicinity of la Motto, Franse. That part of the Co.
which assembled moved toward its objective near Trans-en-Provence vis La Motte ar-
riving at 1045 hours. It was not there by the Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. Seits,
who ordered it to move into the predesignated defensive positicn at 11,3. It held
that position until it was relieved by the 551st Prcht. Bn. at 2100 hours. During
the day no organized resistance was encountered. Small patrol action by last members
of the Co. were the only contact made. With a rifle grenade, Pvt. E. M. Magelo killed
2 Germans riding a motorcycle in the vicinity of La Motte. Near Le Muy, Pvt. C.C.
Simon was killed by a small enemy tank. Pvt, Little and Short were captured and held
prisoner by the enemy in Le Muy until the town was taken by the 550th Glider Inf.,

Pn. the following day. They wera released and returned to the Co. on the following
day. Upon relief by the 551st Prcht. Inf., the Co. moved to the Regtl. CP area N of
Los Aros and remained there unvil the morning of "D plus 1,

D" plus one

The Company then moved into defensive position in the vicinity of Los Aros at
0700 hours relieving part of Co. A. lst Bn. From the 1lst Squad of the 3rd Platoon,
a pabrol led by lst Lt. J. E. Bearley killed 12 Germans and captured one. The Co.
remained in the position until the evening of D plus two. During the afternoon of
16 Aug Lk, in the shelling of the left flank, three casualties were suffered. Pvt.
Ware was shot in the hand while on patrol with Lt. Bearley.

"D" plus two

The Co. moved back to the 2nd Bn. Cp in the evening of 17 Aug Lk and stayed until
1330 hours 18 Aug Lk when it moved to defensive positions NE of La Motte, arriving
there at 1630 hours and remaining until 0500 hours 20 Aug Ll. During this time no
eneny were contacted.

ROBERT H. NEWBERRY
Capt. Infaniry
Commanding
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COMPANY "F" RECORD OF EVENTS
np DAY

The Comamay enplaned at Owbrone Airfield near Grossette, Italy, at 0200 hourg,
15 Avg Lh4. At OL35 Caphb. MeKinley led the Co. out of his plane in its first combat
Jump. The Co. was assigned the mission of clearing the town of La Motte, France
after organizing on the assizned DZ 1% riles & of Ta Motte, However, the Co. landed
in the viciuity of Le Muy, NE and SE of the town. As the town was defended thess men
quickly moved for cover outside the town. There several Germans were met and the fatal
wounding of Pvlt, O'Brien occurred. The several units finally organized under Capb.
McKinley, the Comnander, Colonel Graves, who had previously joined Capt lMeKinley, the
Co. moved out for Lo Motte, its original objective. About 2 miles outside of La Motte
the Co. found the body of Tec L Shanneyfelt, who had been shct through the head and
killed by a sniper. O(n the march the point discovered several camouflaged enemy
barracks on the side of a small hill near the route of mareh. Lt. Riddle, uvnder cover
of two scoubs and a BAR moved up and captured 8 enemy soldiers. Lt. Ginchlei was
vounded by a grenade on the outskiets of La Motte, The right flank patrol, commanded
by S/Sgt. Minick, discovered some men from tha 2nd British Parachute Lrigade and
learned that la Motte was cccupled by both Britich and American Farachute Troops.
The column then moved from La Motte SW approximately 2 miles to the Regimental CP
where the men rested over nipght.

"D" plus one

On 16 Aug Lli, the Co moved S of Los Aros to reinforce Co. Di Recelved moderate
shell fire, but sustained no casualties while en route. The Co moved Lo the S and
W edges of ihe town enccuntering sporadic sniper fire from the viclnity of the rail
road & of ihe town. Here defensive positions were set up. They romsined in Los Aros
radually getting reinforcerents until 18 Aug hli, when the Co. left Los Aros and moved
to tho vicinity of Bagnols. There defensive positions were set up and were held until
20 Aug Lh. No resistance cncountered.

JOHN N. MeXINLEY
Capt. Inf,
Cowmanding



HEADQUARTELRS 3RD BATTALICH
RECORDS OF EVENTS

The 3rd Bn. left Ortatelio Airfield. Italy in L5 planes at 02 hours. 15 Aug
Lli, bound {or a DZ located near La Motte, France. The 1ift was scheduled to jump at
OkhO hour and did so but landed in a line extending from cast of Callian to about 5
miles W of Seillana. ’

35 planes Jumped in the vicinity of Callian. These planes contained personnel of
Hq. Co., 0 Co., and H. Co., of the 3rd Bn. and Regimental Hgs. and Service Co. The
remaining part of this group landed Just E of Callian and assembled there with the
following personrel: G co., - 4O: H Co., - 60: Hgs. Co., 3rd Bn. - 60: Service Co, =
L4O: and Regimental Hqs. Co. = 20. It. Gibbons resumed command of this group and made
plans to march back to our objective near Los Aros, France. They marched across the
valley to the road junction at 643-5305 map XXXV-43, 7 and 8 where they met another
group of about 50 American and 80 Eritish.

10 planes lended in the hills about & miles W of Fayence, France. 8 planes of
this group contained the entire persomnel and equipment of I Co. and two planes con-
tained the command group and part of the Commmnicaticn personnel of Hq. Co. Thesc
planes were the first 10 plares in the first group formation.

After assembling the persomnel and equiprent, It. Col, Aais procesded on to
Claviers with this group. Enroute they were bombed by P-38's, The attack terminated
when the yellow smoke signal was displayed. The railrecad to the NE of toim was blown
and the group reached Claviers just before darimess. They bivouvaced on a Chateau W
of town at 2300 hours., In the morning the group proceeded toward their destination -
Los Aros. Nothing was encountered on the march. Lbt. Co. Zails obtained a vehicle at
the glider landing field near La Motte and set out to obtain information, about the
rest of the Bn. At about 1400 hours of D plus 1, thisz group met the remainder of the
Bn. in the outskirts of La Motte.

Some of the 33 planes landed in the hills just E of Tourettes. This group was
assembled, amounted to 60 men of G, M and Kgs. Co's. Of these, 10 were wounded badly
enough to be unable to march. Three aild men were left with this group and a place
fixed for theim in the hilis E of Tourettes., Capt. MoCeever was in command of this
group and after gathering up the injured the morning of D Day started toward his
destination. - Los Aros, at 1100 houvrs. Just S of Tourettes they Joined up with abeut
80 British paratroopers under Maj. Boackweod. This combined group ran into a ccnvoy
of Germzn vehicles which were under fire from a stons hevse nesr the main birhwey 3
of Fayence.

Under the combined fire of the Euglich American group and the personrel in the
house, that convoy prersonnel were either killed, surrendered or fled. The English
American group put an 3lizm mortar In action and that terminated the action as the enery
fled, Five prisoners were taken, cne of who died, around 10 or 12 were killed and
the rest escaped. Six vehicles were taken, three of wiiich were in operating condition.
This cconvoy was on the road between Bagncies and Fayence. This group then marched
until they met the rest cf the 3rd Bn. al about 1300 hours et road junction Sh. S~82.25,

The porsonnel in the stone house was Lh. Col. Jie Cavie, Chicf ot Staff of ARIF,
Phillips and S/8gt. frem Dive Hq. They also came aleng with the English fnerican Groap.

At the road junction Capb. McGeever took command of both the 3rd En. group and
the British troopers. This group of 390 men marched Lo within about 6 miles of
Bagnoles tefore bivouacing at about 2400 hours D Day. During the night plans were
made for the remalrder of the march, to Los Aros. On D plus 1, the march was resumed
at 06C0 hours. During the day at about C6CO hours Co. De Cavre took command of the men.
Around 1030 in the morning the rear element of this group shobt up a German convoy and
capbwred six prisoners. Col De Cavre left the group to go to Div. Hgs. at 1200 hours.
The proups marched on until it med Col, Zais's group in the outskirts of La lothe.
Tho English met elements of thelr own orgenization and left the prowp.

Most of the 3rd Bri. was now assembled and marched to an assembly arca near Reg'l
Hgs. at Chatesu Rosseline. At 1945 hours of D plus 1 day, the 3rd bn. attacked the
arca S of Los Aros and entered the town itself on D plus 2. The Battalion shaycd in
town all of D plus 2, that night they departed for a new defensive arca gt 08000 of
D plus 3 day. The Battalion miirched from Los Aros to the assemble area at 609-L7 map
XXXV-Lli, 3 and ), on D plus lj day the Battalion went into a defensive position in tho
arca N of this position. During the afternoon and night of this day Capt. McGoeover
with an officer of the 602 FA, and ki jeeps returned to the hills I of Tourettes, and
picked up the injured men as well as others of the Regiment who had been left behiung.
The whole amounted to about 25 men who got btack tc the 3rd Bn. at 0700 hours of D plus
5 day.

JOSEYHH T. MCCEEVER
Capt. Sl?bh Prcht. Inf.
Comuanding ;



HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
3RD RATTALION
RECORDS OF EVENTS

Headquarters Co. 3rd Pn. took off from Crtatello, Italy, at 0240 hours "D" day
and dropped near Callian, France at about Oh435. The landing area was hilly and oovm'ed
with terrace walls resulting in many Jjump casualties. Those injured were Maj. R. E,
MeMahon, [xecutive Officer of the Bn. lst Sge. Kievet, Pvt. Kelesar, Cyomber, Growsan,
It. Plassman, PFC Constantine, and Fvt. Mchvoy.

Great difficulity was encountered on the gound in locating equipment bundles due
to fault or complete failure of bundle lights. The light MG platoon located all light
MG and rocket launchers, and the mortar platoon located 2 3lmm mortars. The communica~

tions section was less successful. Some equipment was lost and some of that found was
useless due to breakage..

: The men who could be located, assembled under Lt. Gitbons of H Co., who
was the senior officer present and moved Southeast toward La motte about 23
miles away. Among other memters of this group were Lt. Reber, Largan, and
Garrett. The first two from Hq. Co., and the latter from H Co,

Platoons were formed as well as possible with the men on hand and the unit
marched until 1900 hours, D day without opposition. This group then met Capt. McGesver
Hgs. Co, commender who had assumed command of another force and the units conbined
totaled about 320 men. Capt. McGoover took over cormand of the battalion at this
point. After resting a short while, the En. started across the valley from Callian
toward Los Arcs. Most of the communication platoon had 1anded about 5 miles west of
Fayence and were under the command of Lt. Col. Zais. At about 1410 on D plus 1 joined
Lt. Col, Zais vith all of I So. in the vicinity of La Motte.

At 1946 that evening, the Battalion attacked up the valley in the direction of
Los Arcs. One Section of rocket launchers was attacked to H Company for this operation.
That might most of the Co. remained on the outskirts of Los Ares, On D plus 2
the Co. entered Los Arcs proper and most of the day was spent in reorganizing and
cleaning weapons and eguipment.

On D plus 3 the Co. moved out with the Eattalion to the vieinity of Puget
where the Battalion established defensive positions.

The work of Lb. Plassman, and S/Sgt Chism, and Pvt Polaski, all of the Medical
Detachment was outstanding. L‘b. Plassman and S/Sgt Chism sustained pasinful leg injuries
but insisted on administering aid to all other jumvers injured in the DZ. L. Plassman
remained at Callian with 9 Awmerican and British Soldiers, 6 Maquis, and 1 British
Lt., and 3 days later when the troops returmed to Callian he was evacuated.

S/Sgt. Chism remsined at Feyance with 25 patients including 1 British and 7
American soldiers, and 17 Frenclhmen. He was evacuated at the same tine as wag Lt.
Plassmarn.

JOSETH T « Ve CEEVER
Cl—/U., ) Ilbllb. Irlf.
Commandi. ngr
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COMPANY "G" RECCRD OF EVENIS
lIDIl DAY

" Co. took off from Orbetello Airfield, Italy at C220 hours D Day, with the
mission of dropping in the vicinity of La Molte, France and moving to o locaticn near
Chateau St. Rosseline in Regimental Reserve.

At OLlO the Co. droppod about 25 miles from their objective, near Callian, France,
Assenbly was difficult since the element of the Col. were spread over a large area
and the DZ was on unfamiliar terrain. The first units asoevnbmd, set up on hLipgh
ground and established an all arocund defense, while the organizaticn was.carricsd on.
An ald Station for jump casuslties was set up in a French house, and patrols wore
sent out to contact other members of the Co. and carry in the injured.

When the Co. was assembled, Lt. Ridler assumed comaand, being senlor officer
present in the assembly area. A study of the maps, axlded by some Franch people,
showed that some elements of our Co. were drepped 25 miles from the oripinal LiZ.

The Co, moved into the towm of Callisn, where Lt. Steele and a group of 13 men
joined the unit. As the Co. lefi Callian and crossed the railroad tracks running
through the valley, several nen dropged oud for demolition work. Ccl. Collins, and
Theomas blew up scebions of the railroad tract, and tore down commmnicalicn lines.

o)
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The 12ib was halbed duving the aftercoon 7o pive Indured men modical atd and rest
for the others, After dark tlw colum movca o Lo & bivevae area dns set up defenses
Carb. McGeever, Commanding Officer of Has. Go. svd Bn, and ancther group of trocpers
Joined here. Among them were 15 G Co. men.

The Co, weul into o forward assembly area bebucen ia Motte and Los Aros and pob
a 2-hcur rest before gebting word to attack at 2930, Tha attack came about 1930
hours and ran through a vineyard and around a railroad bend, The rumning skirmish
lasted most of the nilght, with our trocps digging in the vineyard and sending oub
patrols. The G Co. patrols brought in 19 prigoners during the night, and 6 early the
next merning.

In the morning the Co. moved into Los Aros, and then took up defensive positions
‘on the outskirts of town. These positions were held throughout the day and night.
When the Co. formed the next day, we moved out with the Battalion to a location near
La Lieutenante, and spent ancther night there in preparation for setting up defenses aing
along the I'regus-Bagnols highway.

In the morning we moved into these positions, with Mi's attached fromHgs. Co.
and some atbached from Hgs. Co., and some attached Anbi-~Tank Units. Capt. Hooper
rejoined the Co. here, also Sgb. Long, who had badly injuried his ankle on the jump.

Capt., G. A. Hooper, Commander of Co. G had come in with the lead plane in the
Co. flight, and had not received the pre-planned warning the crew chief was supposed
to signal to prepare the men for the jump. Then the signal came, Capt. Hooper was
gtill working with a damaged harness on his own chute Lub helped get door load oub
and get his stick of men on the way. It was several seconds before the Capbt., was
m“dy to jump, bul he bailed out as soon as he had his harness adjusted. He larnded
NW of Grasse, approximately LO miles from the EZ, but ccnbacted members of the French
Maguis, who lead him through the enemy lines to rejoin his outfit L days later.

Two G Co. men had Jumged with the Pathfinder Unit at 0326 hours landing 6 miles
from tha D7, Pfe. Henry Fitipnek was injuried on the jump, bul assembled with L other
Pathiinders and fought with the Eritish parabtroopers in the taking of le Muy the
following day.

Prt. J. Kitchin assembled with 20 of the Pa‘bhﬁndﬂrd neay a German barvacks ab
Te Moy, Thoy wera ‘“'1n invo a fo‘i‘f"‘L{/r Louhich essb the enzey 17 doad and L wounded,
'.ﬁ‘kx:-:;',‘ aloo joined bue British and fougont ab ke Moy. They reached their objeciive, set
up, and guided in the 55lst Prcht Inf. the Glider units, and some aerial re-.;u}ply drops.

Cpl. Allen Douglas landed near Fayence, and assembled with ssveral other para-
chiutists on the ground. Realizing they werc off ths DZ they set up a smell defense
and waited for dawn. They eventually formed a mixed greoup of 13 men, Amoricans,
British, and Scotehe They contracted the lzquis, who breought them a 2300 radlo
they had recovered from an equipment buadle. They werlked into the frequency, took
“he oall pame and contacted obther American forces.

o 1l

o)
P-li7's were ce

I postiicne thay redioed dnforwabizn bock bo tha Anrican Lrocps, and
ab over bto dive bomb and sbrafe

Whzn "King S5ix" sald they were going to bomb the town of Faycase, Cple. Douzlas
had theat hold off until he sent a Maquls dowm into town to have the civilians ewvacuate

1

ib, which they prompbly did.

sb L. MeBlroy had jumped abt Callian and wenbt patrolling to assemble other
paratroopers.  The colunm moved oub while he was sbill pabrolling tlrough the hills,
1‘ 3 he woved in bowards Callian to rejoin the troops, he (‘>ngared the Germans in a
fles fj.;'huo Heo killed 5, and was lightly wounded hims«ﬂf‘ wnzn he shot one who had
xmllw ch> pin on a grenade. He reported into the 26th Div. aud was given the location
of his outfit, rejoining them in Monbauroux. -

s Cp. Louie Hopks moved along the Ragnols road with another trooper they got
wouil oi‘ somo Germans in a large houss. They book up positions and called for “hen
to survendsr. They eame running oubt of the house, so the men opened fire on thom with
a tommy gun and a barbine. They took LO prisoncrs, after killing close to the same
numbzr, They turned these prisoners over to the 143 Inf.

st Uackard and Col. Desiayes worked with an 083 Officer in nor-ot"mting surceadsy

Lerms with a German Officer in command of the forbress at La Roeb, taking 174 prisoners,
Taver in the afternooa, Sgbt. lHackard along with 3 others ascisted in bh"s kill:.ing of 3
Germans and the capture of it,

CRANT A. HOOPER
Capbe, 3170h Prcht, Iaf.,
Comranding
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Co, I boarded their transport planes and took off for France, at 0220 hours
fronm the Airfield at Orbetello, Ttaly. One mishap marred a perfoct take off. The
plane inwhich LY. Athey and one squad of the lst platoon were riding, stalled on the
runway and crashed. However, only minor injuries were sustained. 5/5gt. Harmon,

- Wvts, Villalba, Ostashen, Byaum, Denning, Pippin, Hamilton, Kaudy, Averill, Downs,
Holmer and Cpl. Graham were left behing, in the hospital. ILt. Athey, Cpl. Frucht,
Sgt. Laeben, Pvbs. Waticddns, Schroeder and Cpl, Bischoff landed on the DZ on D Day
by glider.

Until the jump, the company's £flight was uneventful., Early on the morning of
D Day scattercd groups from the Co., slowly were collecting themselves after dropping
into the rugged hills behind Callian at 0420 hours.

Lt. Bennett, Execubive Officer, Pvt. Elliott and Barnes landed closs together.
As it grew light more men joined the group. Lt. Callagher and Sgbt. Copeland soon

Joined the Group. In a short time Lt. Bemnett met Lt. Riddler and Pinkston and
-McKillop of Company G.

Lt. Bennett led a patrol to find others scatiered elements of the Co. and also
sent out patrols headed by Sgt. Walden and S/Sgt. Callahan, the latter from G Co.
Lt. Bennett came across Lt. Freeman and Lt. Jackson with a few men. Lt. Thomas and
Lt. Carrett who both were holding small groups of men on nearby hills sent messengers
to contact Lt. Bennett and soon joined the rest of the Co., Patrols which were sent
out for Capt. Morris by Lbt. Bemnett falled to report any information as to the whers-
abouts of the Capt. Later it was discoverad Capt. Morris stick landed several miles
W of the Battalion. With the Capt were Sgt. Karatom, Sanders, Erickson and Pebt Meador,

The Co. now about 20 in strength met another group of men with Lt. Gibbons.
After a brief reorganization, the Co. moved off with Lt. Gibbons in command of the
Bn. Lt. Bennett in Cormand of Co. ILt. Jackson, lst platoon, Lt. Carrett and Freeman
with the 2nd platoon and Lt. Thomas with the 3rd.

Now 70 in strength the Co. started to its objective 23 miles away. Capt. McCeever
with approximately 60 men, Lt. Co. Decarue and 100th British Paracautists, led by
a British Maj. joined the Bn. 3 miles W of Callian. At 2200 hours the Bn. stopped to
resb 3 miles NE of Bagnols.

On D plus 1, H Co, formed the advance party of the Bn. as it proceeded to the
objecbive. Lt. Thomas now in command of the 3rd platoon was the advance guard of the
Bn. The march proved Yo be uneventful,

The Pn. reached La Motts at 1400 hours and was meb by its Bn. Commanding Officer,
I, Col. Zais. The Ban. under command of Lt. Col. Zais arrived abt St. Rosseline at
1600 hours. Lt. Athey, Cpl. Fruch, Sgt. Leaben, Cpl. Bixcholl, Pvts, Waticing and
Schroeder rejoined the Co. at 1630 hours. Lt. Col. Zals left for the Regh'l Cp to

recaive further orders. The Co. posted local security and remained in area wntil
1800 hours.

The Bn. Commander issved orderds to all Company Comrrndevs and vroperly oriented
them 1s regards to our forward assembly area, at that the Bu moved out, H Co. forming
the advance guard. Company formation, first Platoon, company headguarters, second
and third platoon. Arrived abt forward assembly area abt 1900 hours. At the forward
assebly area the Bn. was given order to attack at 1945 on an azemuth of 220 degrecs.
H Co., to be oa the L, I Co. on the R, and G. Co. in the reserve.

Supporting 4.2 mortars was to lay down a concentration at 2000 hours and come at
2030 hours. H Co. atbacked with the 3rd platoon on the L, 2nd platoon on the R and lst
platoon in support, Co. Hdgs. to be in rear of 2nd Flatoon.

During this attack Lt. Freemand and lst Sgt Caunce were killed by enemy small arm
fire. Pvls. Watermandand Pastaloulc were also wounded., Casualties inflicted upon the
enemy were estimated to be 10 dead and 12 captured.

The Bn. reached its final objective 2100 hours and set up on high ground outsgide.
Los Aros. Bn. remained at Los Aros throughout D plus 2. Cpt. Morris, Sgbt Rickson,
Ssunders, Karatea rejoined the Co. at 1500 hours D plus 2. The Co. moved out 0600
hours D plus 3 to its former forward assembly area to plck up its ,usetta baps which were
left behind prior to the attack. Remained in this area until 1500 hours. At approximately
1630 hours, Co. moved Yo the high ground immsdiately S (2 Miles) of Bagnols and remaind
there in a defensive position until 0800 hours D plus L. ‘

MARVIN D. MORRIS
Capt. 517th Preht, Inf,
Commanding




COMPANY "I RECORL OF EVENTS
"D" DAY

At about 0230 hovrs, the Co. took off for the coast of Southern France from the
Air basc at Orvetello in 8 C-47 planes. At about 0430 hours the entire Co. jumped and

landed just outside the town of Seillens, which was about 23 miles from the pre-
designated deep zons,

Conpany Headquarters: Upon landing, Capt. Fastain located a house at which point
he was met by Pvt. Egand and Ayers. After a brief survey of the area, he came to the
conclusion that the Co. had been droppsd in the wrong DZ. Since tho house was a
natural assembly point, Capt. Fastain stayed there with Pvt. Ayers, while Pvt. Egan
went to lecate his equipment. After s hort while, elements of the Co. began to drift-
in and Capt. Fastain told Lt. Birder to take the men to a small hill nearby and set vp
a defensive position., Meanwhile, Cpl's Castiglions. and Kuysoyek- and Pvt., Plsaro
came along and they were used at the house as guided by to Capt. Presently Col Zais,

Maj. McMahon, Capt. Pencak, Lt. Prelst and many of the Hgs. Co. commmunication section
Joined at the house.

Col, Zais took compjete charge of the situatioa. After a short while, Col. Zais
asked for a report of the Co., which a% that time as all had not arrived, stood ab
85 EM and 8 officers. Just as dawn came a report from Lt. Birder stated that Lt. Scott,
Pvrt. Loeffler, Sigonga, Jerena, Sallor and Ayers were hurt and it was not likaly
that they would be able to continue, We were then joined by Lt. Neiler and his 502 - ™

eection. In a chort while, Col. Zais established his exact location by questioning
some French civillans.

Soon a group of British paratroopers joined us with their Capt. in Command. Maj. ‘
MsMahon revealed a severely bad cub cn his right leg and was given first aid and decidec
o continue with us. At about 0800 hours Co. Zais ordered Capt. Fastain to form the
Co. and move out in the direction of St. Clariers, the next town in the direction of '
the Regimental Area. As this was being done, P-3é's dropped small bombs on us, nn
doult thinking we were the enemy. Caph. Fencak set up a yellow smoke pob ans somm tha
planes recognized us as freiendly troops. We moved out at about 0830 hours eross
country and gt 1000 hours Colonel Zals ordere a halt, at which time the 3 platoons
set up a preimeter defense

At 18CO hours, we rwved down the road towards St. Clariers, and as we crossed
at s rallrvoad, Col. Zals ordsred that the sesticn be bloun up., This was done by Lb.
Roaton snd some men. We passed 4,“0i ol the inm uf St. Cluriers, and ceonpbluied on
towards the town of Callas., Abtou i mile from the town Co. Zals ordered a halt fon
the night and again the 3 platoons took up a perimeter defense,

FirstFlatoon: After landing at the DZ the elements of the platoon preceeded to -
the Co. assembly area to Lt, Birder, and the Platoon leader, Lt. Terrell reported :
that Opl. Bailey, Pvb, LOGLi]Pr, Sibonza, Jerene and Sailor were injured and that Pvt.
Clavk was missing. After reaching the Co. assembly area, the platoon pubt out ibts
lozal securiby. Then the order came to move out, the lst platoon teok its position
in the march, that of support platoon. '

Secona Platoon:s Upon laading on the 27, bhoy asesroled whbh the resy of e Co.

and 2lso set up a local security. Lit. Stotte reported o Lt. Birder that he had
sustainzd a back injury and the Cpl. Boyer, Sgt. Miller and Pvt. Huzhes were missing.
When the crder came to wove oub, the 2nd platoon and rear guard. After preceeding
a short way the injured men could no longer continue, Capt. Fagtain ordered Lt. Stott
to remain behind with Cpl. BRailey, Pvts. Loeffler, Sibonpga, Jerene and Sallor. Ab
this time Set. Miller and Pvt. Hughess joined the platoon and since Frt. Hughes was
hort, Lc also gtayed behing. After obtaining all necessities, It. Stott took charge
of Lhe group at a nearby farm house, and the rest of the Co. moved on., Lt. Stott

then moved himself to a nearby hill where he and the men dug in and pab oub local
seeurity. -

Fvt. Bennstt, a platoon medic was also left behind with Lt. Stott to aid the
injured men. At 1500 hours L French Patriols approached the group. The left and later.
returned with a Scoteh Lt. and a truck, which the group boarded and procceded to the
town of Seallans. There they went to a small holel and ware treated by a local
docbor, after wnich the group rested outside of tovm In a barn for the night.

Tnird Platoon: Upon landinz, the vlatoon was gulded Yo the assenbly area and seb
up its lo~al securlty. Lbt. Feancy, in his report to Lt. Birder stated that Pvts.
King and ColLL vere missing. Waen the order came to meve out,; the 3rd platoon formed
the advance party of the Co. and woved out as directed by Col. Zals.
D plvs 1

Company qqddqquhgﬂ $ AL 0730 botsr. Hhe Go. moved out towards the town of Callag
We passced Ghrough the town and sontanied op tveavda the ;
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Company lizadquarters:

At 0720 hours, the Company moved out towards the town of Callas. We passed ‘(hrough
the town and continued on towards the Regimental Area, which was the towm of St.
Rosseline. Ab about 1030 howr, we met a jecp our firslt sight of one in France.

Capt. Brooks and another officer were 1ln tlie jeop and informed Col. Zals the location
of ARTF leadquarters. We passed hundreds of American and Drlitish Gliders enroube. :
They were badly smashed and showed signs of many casuwalties. At 1500 hours we passed
through the town of a lotte, and at 1630 hour we reached our Ixeg;inm:tal Area at St. !
Rogscline, During the march a few men dropped out, but they rejoined their platoons
later on. At 1900 hour the Col. called the Cormxandin Of ficers and told them that the -~
Bn. would proceed to a AA oubside the town of Los Arcx and would attack in ths moming. T
We moved out to our forward position but enroute the attack order was changed to 1945
hour that might. We reached our position and Capt. Fasbaia received the attack order
from Col. Zais. Musette Bags were dumped st a nz2arby shack and the Co..went into the
attack position. The first platoon was on the left, rear of the formation. We a
attacked as ordered after a heavy concentration of 1a nortats was placed on the enemy..
The Co. on our left met som2 encmy resistance. At 2000 hour, we caprtured 3 enemy who
vere lying in ths vineyards. Thoy were placed under guard by the men of Co. Hgs. and
we advanced to the outskirts of Los Arcs. Ve halted on an order from Col., Zail and .
set up defensive positions for the night. A squad led by Col. Reyacyck went to the town
of Los Arcs and reportsd that no enemy were in the town.

First Platoon:

This platoon becane the advance party of the Co. and led the entire way to
St. Rosseline where we jolned the rest of the Bn. On the Atiack, the platoon om*upied
the left sector of the Co. area and accomplished its mission. AL 2000 Houres Cpl.
Wulton and Staff Eergeant Shenk nobiced movements in vineyard. They investigated

and found it was 5 Germans, which they captured. Upon reaching the halt for the nigﬁ£
the platoon seb up its security and dug in.

Second Platoon:
This plutoon, with Lt. Renton in Command remalned as suppory throughout the day,

and during the Attack they searched out all houses and barns in thelr sector., They !

found wmach German ecu:xpunnt but no enemy., Lt. Stott and his group meanwhile moved his

injured men to houses throughout the towm whm‘ they were cared for Ly the friendly )

villagers. ILbt. Stott and a French Cpl. and 5 Pabricbs boarded a track and went to a |

b !dn which they blew vi. They saw a Germon Trusk oot ne din the direction of tha

bridze and whon e vridze was LLlowm a radiiug roci from vhs blowm bridzs domoliched

the tiruck completely and killed its lone driver.

Third Platoon:

The platocn became the rear guard of the formation throughout the march and _
waen in the attack position it occupled the right sector of the Co, formation. After -
they bad taken defensive pogtions for the might halt, Cpl Ryescyck led a squad to
the town of Los Arcs and reported no enemy activity in the tovn. The platoon dug
in and set up security for the night.

D plus tuo

M davn we moved forward and attacked the Jeft section of the tuun of Los Area.
The formaticn was still the same in the Com/, btut I Co. and H. Co. swilched sections
and 1 Co. now occupied the left sector of the attack. Enroute, Capt. Fastala met .
Lt, Stavkey end bhe was infermed that Co. been in the right part of the town during the
nieht. The ?nd Yabtocn picked uwp a peisener in one of the houses and he was addad )
’to the othey three, We tcok our section of Los Arcs and Gol. Zais gave the Co. the
sedom of helding the left flank of the In., sector. The 3rd Platoon occupled the
leit seobor vhile the 2nd Platoon remained in support. We dug in and took defensive
positions for the rest of the day.

H!

First Platoon:

The atbtack contnued with the 1st Flatoon otill on the left of our sector.
No resistance wag Cncm;ntcs-.red and upon reaching the objective, the platoon took the.
forward positicn, dug in, end conbinued to send oab palrols throughout the day. FPvt
Coark r‘,duwg d the p'thuor. ab 1030 hours,



£ D phas two cont

Seeond Platoon:  Tho platcory gbill in support, continuwed its mission of cleaning.
out, houses and barns and bhat Lhe lead elemends had by-passed. AL one of these Larns
Pebag. Sparga and Tablerson plcked up a German hidivg inside. Upon reaching the objec
the platoen remalred din support, but a patrol of 12 wen, led by Spt. Dallas, investe-

igatod a house and reported Germsn bicyeles Yut no riders. Mesnwhile, Pvts. Brileky, ™
Egnn, Laml] 01,.mi., Hoere, Coswyenek with their IMG were sent, under the command &
of Lit. lieinsieigh of Hgs. Co. and a section of that Co.'s Bazcoka's to guard ths cross

road on the rcar loft {lank of the town of Log Aros. I‘ﬂantine, It. Stott with hisg

rroup, wore shown by the Irenchh & load of chutes, Ma's and Mortars and Ammo that they
the French) had collected. Pvt. Bennett and 11 French patriots boarded a trusk to
pick vp some Italion prisoners. One returning truck tummed over, killing one man and
injuring Pvt. EBennett's left arm. Lt. Stott and Pvt, Hughes and a Frenchnan proceeded
to a nesrvy bridge which they blew up. The time was 2300 hours. Then Lt. Stott
met Capb, llerma end Sgh. Palmer of the SSF and informed Lt. Stott that Cermans were 7
in the vicinity. ILt. Stott sent out a palrol, reported back no German activity.

Third Fletoon: The platoon continued on the right sector during the attack and
alter reaching the objective of los Aros, set up a defensive position and dvg in. -
A small patrol at 0600 howr consisting of Spb. Russell, Prh, A -C, FMields and Holbrook:
were fired upon by a German sniper, and they J.T:N‘Cd.l.atf.ly returned fire and killed the

sniper and discoversd a 50 Cal. }G (American) which had been captured by the Germans
near the dead sniper. There were 3 dead Germons by the 5C Cal M3, spparently killed:

by the French, the next day the Bn. moved oult to a position to protect 7th Army r:Lgh't'. B
flank.,

MARTIN J. FASTATN
Cepte, 517th Ffrcht, Inf,
Commanding
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ﬁéi‘h AJRBORNE ENGINKEER COMPANY

This mission cf the ‘€§u‘oh AB Engineer Co. in the recent AB Opﬁratlon :Lnto Southem
France was to prepare variove bridpges for demolitions in the Agens River Valley near
Los Aros, France, o be blowm cnly upon order of the Combat Team Cormander or to keep -
then from falling intact nto ensoy hando,

The first platocn was ebttached to the SOyth CT for the operation and had no mission
pricvr to take off. The Second Flstoon tas churge with the reconnasisance and pre- -
paraticn for demolition of the bridges at (37 L.Jﬁw), (253330) and (350360). The Third
Platoon was charged with bh~a recoupasisanco, and I'reparation for demolition of the .
bridpes at (33 63(6) and (356370).

l"‘rqm'atmnu for 4his operation were short. - Of course the Co. had teen engaged
in repldar Togineer Training but details of the orevetion vere lacking vntil the
la‘.‘ \»ul TJovore the call to doparture airfields. In fact, the Co. Commander was

elredh Tor 240 hnele combat lousds before e brnew vhat his owrel mlesion vas to be.

‘J,u,m,, anbdon rhowld be avoided in the fvlure boemiss e ngincer mist load for a ‘
specific micoion, Unlike thse Tnfantyy, the Artillery the mission will.bte the deter=-
mining factor i the loading of Engineer covipmant. After much thought on vhat we
night Le expocted o doy the types of bridges that we might have to blow, the plane ‘
space and currying YUJ.L,uu.uVﬂ.le.b]e, basic leads for each Co. schedule were detcrmln‘ad;
When the actual bridges that were to be prepored were studied we found that out basic
londs were fairly accurate. The Co. carried B8 equipment bundles equalily conbained - -
appreximately 6000 lbs, of cyplque 2C00 1bs. of mines, 1l mine detactors, b‘..aookaa
bondles and 3 cxtra equipnent bunJJeu.

The Co. did not Jump as a wnit. The It Flatoon was abbached to the 509th CT;
Co. Hdgs and the Snd Platoon came in with Regimoutal Headquarters, 517th CT and the
Ard Tlstoun juaped with the 3»3 Bn., 517th CI'. Co. Hdgs. and the 2nd Flatoon took
off from Ombrons Airfield ncar Groa..otto, Ttaly at 0240 hours, 15 Avg . They
vere G upncd en Le My, Frence at CL32 howrs, about ) miles from the plammed DZ.
Le Fuy was occupled by ths enemy and soveral men of the Infantry elements vere k lT.led
before they had o chance to get oul of thelr chutes., Of our own wnit, 2 men rer’c,ived
inJurics which would rot perndd them to move with us to our agsembly avea. They were
St. Cranberp of the 2nd Dlatoon and Ivh, W™ ing of Headquarters Flatoon., Both had.
to be left becavse of enewy mortayr {lro into the srea. Sgb. Sanberg was evacuated oov-.- .

safely Jater hy the Medical Corps bub Pet, Wilkins was fowd dead on the 15th -of f‘ug'. hh '

S/igh. Noffman and Cpl Roberts of the Sepply Section were plnned down by enewmy
machine U e oond rifle fire, for 6 hours choub 230 yards {rom en encmy pilloox. They
could hogr the enomy balking and kepb elear (nly by crewling unv y different yows of
the viovyad 2s thy opony toricd to Tind dried to find llu"u. “inally S/Sgt. Holiman .

Gy odeey slulcous

aved Cpdediohoete ot drdo aone oy el woded Ab nnder the various lnxuhmr“’
.. . ot Y 2o Fan HEEY \ Yy , A

Ao o fow mirobes rest they pob dnto-:
Yoy iy v 'i‘.}m;\r creanntered come Beibish Troopers =




LoOh Adrborne  conte

i bhe procecs of attacking the German Headquarters - S/5¢t. Hof'fman and Gyl Roberts
viept dn with the and preceeded to assist in the capture of the encmy. They helped
occupy the enemy lezdquarters bullding the night of D dey and wntil the towm of Le Muy
was taken on the afternoon of D plus 1. All night of D and part of D plus 1 sniped
and were sniped and rejoined the company in the evening of D pius 1 at Chateau St.
llosseling.

Part of Co. lldgs, and part of the 2nd Platoon got together sbout daylight and
after some map work found out where they were. Ezslh element of the Co. i.e., each platoon
and Co, Hdgs. had come in with from 12 to 15 equipment bundles. These were spread all
over the mountaln side on thich we were dropped. Because of enemy occupstion of the :
territory and the distznce we would have to carry our equipment it was decided Lo take
only our weapons and armmumition to our assenbly arca about L miles away. It was plamned
to captwre some transportation and come back for our suppliss later. Abcut the time '
of the decision te move the enemy started dropping mortar fire in on us. We made our
injured men as comfortable as possible. St. Senberg was in a small stone building
and well protected. Prt. Wilkins however, we cculd not move. On the way to the zs-
sembly area we met Col, Graves and sore 1en frome men from Co. F 517th FIR., All
precceded up the Natuby River onward to La Motte, capturing about 10 Germsn Service .
Troops on the way. At La Motte the unit met British Troopers who had taken the town
without opposition. Here the unit was informed that half of the artillery had landed
near the DZ had cleared that area and that the 2nd Platoon ahd already been to the |
areca and had returned to le My to try to bring up some of the equipment. He was
unable to get any because of enemy action in the area.

Immediately upen arrival in the assemly area Lb. Morwamd of the 2nd Platoon wus
sent out with a lst En. patrol to reconnoiter the bridges which were to be prepared
for demolitions. The bridges were found intact and were covered by fire from the lst
Bn. 517th FIR. Thus it was not necessary to prepare them immediately and as the
situstlon develored they were not prepared at all, D plus 1 found Co. Hge. and 2nd
Plytoon gathering in Artillery ammmnition and small arms ammunition from the aerial
re~gopply of the merming ot D plus 1. Some explosives and some mines were recovsred
and a dump was establicshed. In the afterncon of D pjus 1 the 3rd Plt. joined the Co.
They had been dropped about 25 miles from the DZ and along with the 2rd Bn. S17th
FIR. had walked 2 days and 1 night to reach their assembly area. The night of D
plue 1 and 2 the 2nd Platoon outposed ths Regimental FHg. srea and tis Co. joinsd by
the lsh Flatoon proceeded to set a Regimental reserve line in the vicinity N&E of La

The first platoon, attached in the 509th CT, was Alrborne abt Fallonion, Italy
at 02C0 hours and were dropped in France at Ch20 hours. They landed near their DZ
vhich was a platoon drep, which was on a2 plstoon in the hillg, SW of Le Muy, Frurce.
Tho¥ assenbled by daylight and by 1400 hours had accompliched thelr orders, which
were bo assemble their equipment end unit for a missicn form the GT Commander. On
the afternocn of D plue 1 tje 1sb 3atppm ajpng wobj %;atpmms pf tie 509th forred an
Lgsnlt Co. nnd moved ivho La Moy behind tanls of the seaborrne forces. As the vown was
alveady occupied Ly our troopg, no acticn was erncowrtered. Thls platoom recovered
mare equivment that the rest of Cos They were ready for any demolitiomi mission, bub
apain as desbrustion was nenescory.

The 3rd Platoon took off from Orhetello, Itzly at (L3 hours on D day. They
vore dropped at 0138 hours in the vieinity of Callian, France avproximztely 25 miles
feom the plammed drop zone. They landed on a mountain just B of Callian, AL first
they theupht they weee only a few hundred yords from tha DZ but some learisd from the
French that olong with the 3rd Battalion, 617th FIN, they had been dropped fer away
Trom btheir arce. By 0800 small proups were getbing bogether end starting for the DZ
23 miles ovay. It was dmpossible to cerry any equipment exceph weapens and amunibion.
Sowe of their equipnent was gathered by tho French and was picked up when the wnlt
pass2d tlow Cellisn several days later. However, the enemy destroyed most of ib.
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TH PARACHUTE F. A. BATTALICN
RECORD OF EVENTS
MDY DAY

sctivities of Lt., Co. Catl's Group.

L6 0430 hours Co. Cato assembled 2 Hq. Battery plane loads and proceeded to look
for the cqguipment bundles. Iaving found the bundleos the groud wmeved off to the
predesipnated Mn, asocoably arvca.  Speradic small avws firing was oncounterod encoule
and also o Geraon rachine pun nesht.  Col, Cato orpanized his swall group into an

qmoulh soeed and atbacked with a sibmechine gun, basooks, 50 enl. machine rm, gronsces
and dndiviival arms. The fastallation woe ncutralized and the group procceded.

w10



hube B, A, Battalion cont -

Botween G5 and 0G00 a Little mere vhau 3,72 of the Battalion was assembled. AL -
0630 hours b hovitzers were put in the pradesivnated pum positions. By OB0O hours

2 meve lovitzers arrdved and inuuud]atc,lf Jolned the Lirst two forming the first Battery

of &,

A skeleton CP was sebt np and varlous infantry platconn and compaines reported
in to Gol, Catu wad dispatched then to their objectives, A liaison officer was sent’
te each infantry Bn. position with a radio and the Combat Team was controlled by
means of the :a:c*Lillory corunication through the Lailson officers. Infantry Bns. were
notitied that the Artillery was rsady to be fired on call,

At 0900 hours the 23} radio was in operation at the CP. The LS5th Division, 35’bh
Divisgion, VI Corps and the lst Airborue Task Force were contacted. In the meantime
the 609 radio had contacted Cavt Vogel with "C" Battery in the vicinity of Trans-en-l
Provence and Lt. Sullivan with 3 of "D" Battery N of Puget. o

By 1200 hours s 11 Hovitzers werec in pecsition and rcady to fire, F, D, C, was set
up and ready to controel the fire of the Bn. The S-2, Capt Lantz, was sent to
reconnoiter howitzer positions for thef02 nd. Afber locating 602 nd positions Sgt.

Richardson completed the 602nd positions area survey and tied it in with the L6Oth. -
Agents were posted to guide the 602nd guns to their positions. Panels designating
friendly troops and panels to guide the gliders were put out during the -afternoon and
everybhing was in readiness for the arrival of the 602nd. As soon as the 602nd :
landed radio communications were established and the L60th laid a telephone line to -

the 602nd switchboard. At 1900 hours the 460th and 602nd were registered on the Bn. .
Base Point.

By 1930 hours both artillery Bn. were realy to support the infantry on call,
Complete installations were in and 1l guns of each Bn. were ready to fire.

Activities of Capt. Vogel's Group

Capt. VogeL‘s Battery came in with the lst Bn. of the 517th Parachute Infantry
and landed in the vieinity of Trans-en-Provence. After assembling 3/L of his Battery
Capb. Vogel put his 2 Howitzers in position, and seb oubt security elements and then
cbatzutcd Ba. with the 609 radio. After receiving radio instructions to move. to the
En. area Capbt Vogel assembled his group and aboutb hO infantrymen and started his march.

Cporadie Ulring wag enc wx\.tv* ed enroute, bub no organized resistance. A German -
mactiine gun nest opened fire on the colurm and Lt. Moore and Pvb. Kennamer were k:l.lled .
when they rushed the nest in an effort to knock it out. A few minutes later the nesf.
vas surrounded and neutralized., The group then c'ontinucd its march, the march con=-
tinued it s march without further resistence, arriving at the CP around 1200 hours at
which time they immediately went into position.

The Lth cection of "D" Battery with Sgt. Bartlett in command was dropped about 3'-
miles from Trans-en-Provence, to the N. Sgt. Bartlett assembled his howitzer and
noved off toward thebn. po~i’cion. Eproute they met a German patrol. Sg‘b Bartlett
feopared for soelira and fived ot the Sormmn patrols Sgb. Lootlety rrorared for attask
put the encwy proved to be larg,:r thun e:;pec*bed. Af‘LPr experding all ammwndtion
zvailavle the cosbion was forced to icav the gun. The folluwing day the gun was recovered
only slightly damaged and still able to fipxe. %

Aebivibies of Hajor Frank's Group:

Major Franik's plane and 3 other Hq. Ba‘ttc.ry plane landed in the vicinity of
Frejus. After assembling the sticks and equipment the group started its march to
the predesignabed Ba. pasitions. At 1200 hours the group met several other sticks
Trom Zabtbteries A, B, and D, bh L conplete Howitzers. After evacuating the injured

Cmen to homes in th\. area, thez group was organized into a marcn column. A Frenchman
volunteered to gulde the group over the trail to the N of Fuget para]lol to the main
highuay to the Bn. position st Chateau St, Rosseline.

At 1700 hours a patrol of 13 men vnder Lt. Smith was sent down toward the highway
to try to locate and capture some transportation. About an hour later the patrol
returnad with an English speaking Frenchian whose Chateau on the main nlzhway was
near a Battery of German '08' The Frenchmaa plotted the approximate position of the
guas on the map and Major Frank took 3 men with wire and telephone snd went to an
obsorvation post to the rear of the 88's., After reaching the CP word was sent back to
lay the guns and be prepared to fire at daybreak the i‘o..lomng day.
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The main erdticism of re-supply seems to ba that the supplles were scabbered
over too lacpo an avea. Very few cama ¢lose to the DZ and those that did were gathei
up by the in wdividusls who b appena2d to be in the vwimty. v The supplies that landed-

away from the DZ were akso picked up by snyone whao happened %o De in that area, bub
the largesh proportion of these supplies wers gathered by the

L6OTH F. A. DN,
(1)

Glider Hroops who had transportation to locate them and haul. them immediately. -
Thexetore, due to the widely =cattered pabbern it was a race between men on foot )
and wen in vehicles with the "licen's share' goint to the motorized elements. Partial
readjustments were mads laber, bubt the whole re-supply plea was completely disrupted -
from a Purachnbte Batbalion viewpoint. ”

It is belleved ‘that mary svppldes were not bound beeause the natives and Army
personnel tore the cutes from the bundlss for souveniers and other purposes. Thus .
making the locabion of the bundles v*ry difficult.

RECCMMENDAT IS s : '

1. It 1s recomiended bthat when tie first wave of gliders came in that sdme
transportation be 1.mxeu1m,:ﬂv cﬂ located to Paraciube Teoops for the purpose of
locating and gavhering suppliss that do et land on or nsar ths DI,

2. 'The most eritical shortages occurred in signal equipment. Therefore an
jnnm:liaw re~supply of wire, rqdio batteries, radio tubes, and telephones is recc‘mne ody

.-.r-a—-

3. It 1s also recormended that a higher priocrity be given to Airborne Troop
for tranzporbabion when the ground troops arrive.

. bs for per cantages of types of ammnition, the following changes are .
recommended '
Strolgg wm====-e 104 to 207
Hijm e mem e oo 859 Lo 75%
Y. M5l
3 b8
Hephemmemeamm 5% CI

CONCILUISIONS ¢

I general the oporabion wag well planned and well coordinated. This greatly
Tacilibated the troops in making plans and Lblné able to carry out plans as arranged,’
The lack of usaal lash minnbe changes was mosbt important for the men and officsrs, 'ui..
and neither of the two were nervous or tensc, they knew exactly what to do upon raaching
the ground. Ih is the opialen of thig officer thabt careful planning and lack of
changes was the deeiding factor in the success of the operaticm.,

RAYMOND L. CATO
1, Col., ©17th Inf., CI
Commanding, L50th PFA Bn,





