SOISSONS

In Soissons we were billeted n 3 fermer French cavalry installation which was not too
bad. The barracks were clean and the barns, which were made af stone and covered with
plaster, served as storage space and 3s our theater. The movies were shown 3s we s3at on
piain wooden benches. The officers must have had 3 separate area; at least | cannot
remember a reserved section or any officers in our theater. 07 course there was hersenlay
which went on before the movie to fill in the time because gou had to get there early to get
a seat. While waiting Tor the movie te start we played a game called "fck-ack” which was
plaged in this manner. Someone would blow up 3 condom, tie it and toss it inte the air for
gthers to throw It cigarettes at. The object as Yo burst the condom and bring it down, 17 it
fleated down or near you, you bounced it up again to get it oul of your vicinity. B time
went on the "aircraft” became more sophisticated as different ingredients were put inside
the coendom, such as pepper, fool powder or tooth powder, s0 when hit the contents would
rain down on those sitting underit.

ithile in Soissons | drew 2 very unusual guard duty assignment. | was posted outside
o7 3 whore house 1o be sure that anly 517th men entered.

luring December | was deep into chess and by combining my pieces with those of Jim
findersen, since we had both lost parts of cur sets, we 3t least had ene compieis sel,

I actually had 2 pass in my hand for a few days in Liege, Belgium but never did get 3
thance to use it. The Germans had started an offensive through Belgium and on Deceamber
21st, the day ! was to go to Liege, all passed were canceled and erders were issued {o moue

out fo Belgivm.
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THE BATILE OF THE BULGE

The Germans struck a quick, hard blow on December 16th, 1944 and broke through our
lines in Belgium. On the twenty-second we were in irucks and headed for the "Buige”. We
were assigned to the northern sector of the Bulge as part of the §2nd Airborne division while
the 181st went fo Bastogne in the southern flanlk. | Iater learned from Eisenhower's
“Crusade in Europe” that the §2nd was scheduled 1o go to Basiogne, with us in tow, but the
gituation mwas critical on the northern flank near Werbomoni ss we were diverted to that
area. fis it was we had a difficult time, but the 181st was completely surrosunded, and
probabig had 2n even rougher time.

A Tew days before we arrived in Belgium, December 171h {5 be exact, the German
treops massacred about ninely fAmerican soldiers in the Belgium village of Malmendy. Word
of this crime spread rapidly and the Americans in the area were sut to zvenge the deaths of
these men. 08 our pisit to Belgium in 1986 we pisiled the site, where there s now 3
monument - 2 wall with the names of the American seldiers on ii, to pay our respects.

Wihile we were in action in the Bulge | wrote gery few leiiers home, in Tact there were
nane hetween Becember 111h and December 3151, e mere $o0 busy 1o write, 11 was in0 cold,
and te top it off, | never did know where | was or what was happening.

| do remember our first evening on the line in the Baulge. Hle were isking un 3 posilion
on 2 snaw copered hill when we came gpon 3 machine-qun pesitisn which had been oparrysn
by the Germans. Bodies of seueral dead Americans, with the 186th infantry division paich on
theirshoulders, were partially covered wilh snow and their gun was sl in pesitiag,

The snow was about 2 Toot dezp and the temperature was low, probably close o zars,
and ihere w35 3 sirong wind which seemed {o increase during the night. i1 was easisr thas
usual to see at night because of the fresh snow but, while on guard on an suipost, ysur eyes
playged tricks on gou and it was easy o visuvalize figures in German uniforms mosing aboul.
fihen marning came po trace of any activity could be Tound, not enen fooiprints,

#le did gel fresh socks soery day 1o keep our feel dry and gyard 3gainsi trench Teol.
find the Stars fAnd Stripes, the official army newspaper, found its wmay to the front lines and
gage us 3 fittle information on the battle. Unless an actien took pizce within 2 hundred
yards of where | was | never kaew zbeut it. 8ften | have thought that the worse part of the
buige was noi kaswming how iong it mould iasi. The cold was bitter, the Tact thatl the
Germans had regaised so much territory was depressing, but net knowing how leng | would
haue to continue fighiing in tha cold reaily got in me. .

From the beginning of the baitle until uniil the day afier Christmas the sky was
heawoily overcast and eur pianes couid not support the ground trosps. The Germas high
command had picked that time because of the weather pradiciions and 1o render the fliied
gireraft ineffective. But on December 261h the sky cleared 3n4 and in the olear, blue sky w2
could see the vaper irails of hundreds of bombers. e only saw bombers on their way 1o
bomb their targels since they returned via 2 different roule and beyond our vision.

Christmas of 1944 was not 3 very joyous day. e were cold and hungry and missed out
an our traditional Christmas Day turkey dinner, instead we had only emergency D-rations. B-
rations were four ounce chocalate bars and often as hard 25 rock, Hie 4id get 2 real turkey
dinner on New Year's Bayg which we ate oulside and in the cold, 1t was cold enough thatl by
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time we gat through the chow fine and sat down to eat it the meal was celd, bul It was much
betier than the B-rations we had on Christmas.

fiz the gear cissed | was not thinking of celebrating the new year, instead findersen
and | were trying to find com¥ert in 3 barn, | had found 3 cubby hele near some cows - i1
weuld not have been 5o bad if the cows would stand s1ill and in 2 straight line in their stalls.
But an, they were continually moving around and beih Aindersen and myself had {o push them
around to keen them sway from vs. 1t was evident that the cows 4id not want to shave their
stalls with American §.1.s. We did havse 3 few handy men around mho gel up early in the
motraing and milled the cows before the farmer got arcund 10 the chore.

There were chickens to contend with too. 8¥ten they would perch on 3 rafler - 3 very
rude one did so and did a very accurate job of bombing me. The next morning | had fo wash
my bedroil coper. We did not find any eggs butl seperal chickens disappesred and some of our
men proved themseives 1o be good cooks.

With clear skies afier the 2610 of December 3ir aciinily incregses, Me had 2 front row
s£2t one doy when twe F-473 chased and shot down 2 Me-189. The 189 tried to turn 1o his
jeft to shake the P-475 off his 1ail. As he did so the lead P-47 riddied him with his .58 cal.
guns buil couid noet turn tight encugh to follsw through and finish the Me-18% off. The
trailing P-47, being further back, could keep the 189 in his sightls so, when the first P-47
stopped Tiring the second one opened up and finished the Me-189 off. The German pilot
bziled aut bui his parachute did not open and the pilet landed aboul 3 hundred gards frem
me. By the time | got to where hie had hit his boois had already been removed.

There was another incident involping 3 Me-189 but this time the pilel was much mors
fortunate. | was on an outpost in an open field with a .58 caliber machine-qun oa 3 grount
mount when 3 Me-199 came in a3t about fifty feet abouve the ground and off to my left about
one hundred yards. The plane was fiying 2 course parallel to my machine-gun, from froat {o
back, and in broad daylight, but because of the ground mount | could not swing the gun
ninety degrees o fire at him.

ihile on quard duty 3t aight we could see the German B-1 "Buzz bombs” iy sverhead
on their way io Leige or England. They could aiso be identified by their disiinct sound. The
B-135 could he seeq during the daglight hours tes, hut they were nol nearly 35 speciacular as
those at night mhen gou conld see the flames shooting outl of the exhaust., Whenever one
came aear we held our breath until it had passed eper - if the engine stopped just before it
qot te us the bomb might come dewn in our area, therefore nobody shot at them, Ble were
fucky that none came close enough o be 3 threat to us.

fin January Z23rd we were relieved and Tell back to $tavalei, Belgium Tor a resi. it
$4gpalei we were hilleted in houses which was a treat because it was still winter and fairly
cald.

Bunning through $tauaiel was the fimbleue Riper and near our billeis was 2 dridge, so
some of our men decided to go fishing. From the bridge they tossed a hand-grenade inls the
river, the grenade expleded and the dead fish floated to the surface. Unfortunately, the
fishermen had not formulated 3 plan 25 {o how they would retriese the fish, se all of the
fish floated down the river. The fish were not the eniy sign of death al ihe site sf the
bridge. 81 one end there was 3 dead German soldier and 3 dog which had been eating the
soidier's flesh.

Credit must be given to the Red Cross which came arcund every so often, even while
we were on the line, to pass out denuts And coffee. The Red Cross used 2 172 ton trucks, each
equipped with a donut making machine which could turn out 1688 donuts a day. The trucks
also had an electric phonegraph, with a loudspeaker, 3l built in. They passed out twe
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donuts, 3 cup of coffee, 3 roll of LifeSavers, 3 couple of cigarelies and 2 stick of gum te
egach §.i. These treats were free at the froat but there was 2 five cent charge per item back
in the rest zreas. The Teeling was thatl if the Bed Uross came 1o the front so would the
German shells. This was net 2 truism buil it did indicate that the fed {ross did net 3usid
dangernys areas.

it was at Stavaiot that many of the men qot Mohawi hairculs. This did not meet with
the pleasuare of Cptl. Dogel, who was stiil sur battery commander, and | heard at our 1993
reunion that one sergeant lost his chance to get 3 battlefieid commission because he was
one of those who got a haircut. | have not heard from that person, Rogers, since then so }
cannot confirm the story. For some reason | was not one of the gang that got the Mohawi,
probabiy because it was 5o cold 3t that time, but in the back of my mind | wish that { a4,
But this was writien in 1993, not 1945, .

It was one day in $tapalot that oeur caplain assembled us in 2 field and warned that
the igcal woemen had been crying "Hape” Tor little or no reason. {1 was reparied that epen
communication men, while running wires in the line of duty, had been accused. 8§ few days
later the capliain himself was accused of rape, charged, court martialied and fransferrad.
iie spent aboul ten days in S$tavalet and when the battery et twe or three of us were lefi
behind to clean up the area. The first thing we did was to chase down 3 chicken in 3 framer's
hayiofi and boil it for dianer. The chicken was hard e catch - the hagie7i did not haue 3
solid floor but instead the hay was piled on tree branches spread about 3 Teot 2part in the
upper part of the barn. To caich the chicken | had oniy 3 twe proag pitchiork, bui in the aaéd
we had chicken for dinner. The chicken didn'i Taste tao bad.

in adag oriwo we caughi up with the batislien which was already in Germany. There
was 2 change in orders and the 517%h Combat Team headed for the Huerigen Forest. |
woendared iT euen the Black Forest could be darker than the Huertgesn. In the Husrlgen we
werse uwn z2gzinsi the the German %igth Parachute Bivisien, an superienced, firsi ciass
fighiing gnii. These iroops put up an excelient Tight.

fin Februgry ¥ih we wers moped back 1o fachen by truck. Ble sioppead 31 the railracd

i 3 ;
af the Tomn was o0 i1, | st haus the siomp. By 48 & 85 we mgued back ia d
where, 00 Fabruary 151th, we were atiached is the 13th firkerne Division. 81 Jdoign
5171h Parachute Combat Team wasz disspived and the 3681k Parachule Fiald Ariiilery
hecame part of the 131h Airberne Bigision Artiliery,

fn February 17th | was an ¥.F. again. This {ime | Tound myseif peeiing potatoes hut
foa and | Tound 3 way 1o make the {ime pass 3 Hiille Taster - we carved the pelatoes into
different objecis such as horseshoes, houses, dice or anything else we could think of, evena
buzz-bemb. Howevser, the mess sergeant did net think our efforis were 3ll that great, b
well, what does 3 sergeant know about art? file, Jon and myself, w3y haoe e3ien fon myuch
that day - we were both sick that nighti. Such is the life of 3 E.P.

Wihat happens {0 3 gug who comes ip Jate and is {oo drunk 1o get himself in bed? His
friends help him, they stuff him into his sleeping bag head first,

fp February 291st we were still in Joigny and 51ii} training. While there | iried my hand
af gssembling an 8D gauge mode] railroad kit which | had receiyed from home. 11 was 2 hax
car and 3 fiascol | did not have the praper tosls, some of the paris were Iost, | could nat
paint the model and, 1o tep i1 off, even if | had {inished the model there is no way that i
could have carried it around without damaging it.

Gn the first of March | was doing M.F. [not ¥.7. for oncef and trying fo keep sur own
men out of frouble. One batiery figured that they had ceme out on the shorl and of ihe
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rearganization deal, which put 4s infe ihe 131h Girborne Division, so they threatened (o
mavrch on the town of Jeigny and throw 3 drunk. Well, they infiltrated instead, but they did
¢tick e their promise to get tanked up. Juring the course of the epening our detail hauled
three truck loads of drunlk: paratreopers back 1o the barracks and dumped them off to sober
up.

fibout an hour before | went on duly 3 report came in that four Sermans, in uniform,
had been seen driving around in 3 car. The most suspicious person that | saw was 3 civilian
wearing 3 black cape who ducked intoe 2 dark dosrway when our jeep approached.

fifter we had pulied back from the Bulge | received a letter from my mother which
puzzied me at first. In it she said that she had seen 2 mewie news reel taken during the
fighting in the Bulge that had pictured some soldiers in snow suits and she haped that | had
one of these warm suits. What she was referring to was white camouflage suits worn by the
infaniry. The suits were made of 2 light material and offered very litile profeciion from the
elements since they were designed to make the wearer biend into the terrain, not keep him
wars.

By this time we had 2 new batiery commander, Cpt. Weiler. | did write in 3 letier to
fiome that | thought he was ke dad; how we zlways addressed you by gour rank and name
and remembered everuthing abau? you encept the mistakes you had made. He had 3 joke for
ggery asofasion, passed sul compliments freely and mwhen you mei bim a the street it was
just like running inte 3n oid friend.

There was 3 Tellow in or batiery who decided to identify his canteen cup by marking i3
in the botiom. To do this e feck 3 hammer and 3 {arge n3i! and sroceaded ¥ punch iz the
initial his las? name and the last four digits of his serial numberin the botiom of the gup. 11
was posiiive identification, done in the same 3as the maaner in which we ideatified sur
clothing. Maybhe 1T was 2 Hitle tg9 masitive - i1 turned syl 1o he the onig cup thatl leaked in
the chow fine.

in anolher writies s the 1%k ef HMarch, | meniioned going io Mass in 3 ¢ipilisn
church, Ysually | weni io the military one because 11 was nearby and T was foslazy io malk
to tewn. | 3lss mentioned ihat our chaplain, Father Guenelle, had been ardained
"spmemhers in the sulskirts of Paris” 50 he was right at home.

On the 3ist of March which was the day before Easter in 1945, three of s, Bud, dim
Mohr and myseif went to 3 small Freach fown, which | could not name because of censorship
and | hgue since forgoiten 1he name, bul 4id net hause much fun. e spent fwe haurs viding
the bumoer cars and had some ice cream. The "icg cream” was 3 Trozen gelatin with a0 coloy
and pretiy high priced. 11 cost five to ten cents for about two t2azpoons, no hargsin.

Edee had mziied a3 book 1o me on October the 131h for o Chrisimas present mhich
arrived on fApril first - i1 took only five and 3 half months o get to me.

dunie Kamwamaura, sne of the men wounded when caugh! in 2 minefield, returned 12
the suifit when we wers In daigny.

din § s:éer;fw aisge retdrned from his stag in an English hospital He had an az
London gnd had a chance o pisit her, B 7ar a5 Jim @as concerned London #9335 Greg £
£ars, 2 ﬁead ium.aag md more iniﬁmﬂﬁr& ﬁeis than *(arier has *iiﬂe lige ;ﬂi!s i, we coul

t

and the number of spett'aiurs but omitied the score of the game,

figain | praised Cpi. Welierin a letler home, this time foran act of kindness which ke
displayed toward me, There were to be no passes issued on that particular day but | thought
that | had lost 2 founiain penin a48 & & that we had been working in earlier that day so i
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asked nim Tor 3 pass In order te look fer the pen. Cpt Weller issued the pass and did
eperything he could, save going with me {o look for the pen. | did not find the pen bul i1 was
no 73ult of the captain. As it turned ouf another person had found the pen and returned i,

Later in fipril we moved to an airfield in northern France to prepare for a mission; we
were 1o be part of an zirborne landing south of Stuttgart under the command of the 13th
flirborne Dizision. He lisiened to the briefings and studied the sand-table in preparation
for a jump but the armored units overran our ebjective before we had 3 chance to jump.
Some men went on Tlights in C-47s to resupply the advance troops with gasoline by
parachute. This was a breal: in the boredom which resulted from just sitiing arsund. Other
proposed missions included a jump on 3 concentration camp, but the name of the camp was
neper revealed, and jumps in Norway and Deamark, neither of which materizlized.

The war came s an end in Europe on May &th 1945. The day became known as U-F Day
[lictory in Eurepe] since the war was still going on in the Pacific Theater. The 468th
Parachute Field firtillery Battalion was scheduled {0 go fo the Pacific but, by 3 lucky tmist
of fate, | was given the choice of staging in Eurspe or going to the far east. The choice came
by the fact that, on an individual basis, all who had fought in Iialy were given a chaice.
Being the brave soldier that | was | chose to stay - 1 had had encugh of the war, of the
fighting and all that goes with it. §iso, | wanted to see as much of Europe as possible, fit
that time | couid notl foresee another apportunity to return - trave! to Furope was not an
everygday affair back in 1945, find, there wmas no guaranies that the 517%h would g0 to the
Facific Theatervia of the linited 5tates. | could gisualize 3 irip through the Suez Canzl and
sailing fo Rasiraliz or the Thilippines. | was wrong, in August the 517th including the 45815,
sailed out of Le Harve and when half way across the Atlaniic, Japan surrendeved and the mar

‘ended. Wihen the combat team landed in New York the men were discharged, The colors were
degctivated 2t Fort Bragg an February 25th, 1946, | was happy with my choice even ihough
most of the men were discharged nearly three monihs befors | mas.

Since | had chesen 1o siay in Egrope | mas fransferred fo 2 unil which mounild zisa stz
there, the 3761h Parachuie Field Artiliery of the 82ad firborne Bivisien. @n the thirieenih of

Jaig | joined the 375150 in Epinal, France. | wen? fo Headauariers Bailiers 35 the sssisiant
mzii srdariy.

Consarshio of sur mai aras {ified an May 15%h, 1995 39, from then on we oould name
tomns, places and dates in our jeifers home. | tsel adesniage of this new freedom by
sitiing domn and writing 3l ihe dates gnd piaces that | could remember zince arrising is
Europe, then sent them home 1o be gsed as a reference at a Tuture date.

Every day ihat i spent in the §Znd | iiked i1 getier. On July 141k, which was Basiilie
Day, Bud snd | wenl io Epinal 1o waich the French celebrate. The people were deing if up
tight bul when the street dance started at 2338 we realized that we could not 513y because
e hadg i be aff the siresls by midaighi. The Iscal poduisiion danced until 8894 the
following marsing.

Bihile in own | raninio 5gi. Schneider, now L1, Schneider and we had a3 neat littie talk
ffter his clash mith Cpi. Hegel, Schnsider was transferred o the 4661h P.E.A. where he had a
littie trouble with the batiery commander and Schasider was almest tried for muting. He
was busted and sent io the 171h firborne Divisicn and placed in an infantry recon piatosnn.
He shipped averseas 35 3 carporal, made sergeant and in the Bulge, where the 171h saw their
firsi aclion, he received a3 field commission. He had been on oversisty pairels behind enemy
fines, fought in Germany and was, al one time, the mayer of German town during the
sccupation. He told me the story of a patrol he was leading one night in Germany - they had
aduanced far encugh 1o pass into 2 German poasition when they were heard by 2 German
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soldier. The German could not see that it was an American, nor did he suspect that there
were ang imericans in the immediate area: so he asked the time. Schaeider, answering in
German, gave him the time. "fch”, said the German,"1t's toe early, | think Il getl seme more
steep”. With that Schaeider quickly withdrew his men and led them back o the fimericen
lines.

Gne more short but uncenfirmed story about the Buige. | had heard that some of the
engineers of the 596th Parachute Engineers found a safe in 2 house n Belgium and decided 1o
biow it spen to get the valuables. They placed the explosives on the safe, took cover
puiside and set off the explosives. There was 3 loud explosion - the house was destroyed
but the safe was unharmed.
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{ left behind the English taxi with its right hand drive and 3 space nesllo The driper
for luggage, And | will always miss the red double deck busses which were 3 0 much fun is
ride, especially on the upger deck.
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; theirs was 3 ragged army, aimost no timg 4n f'*:’.fx %

a8 3 ne 513 % £

454 peuer couid fell the ‘ﬂﬁiﬁiﬁﬁ"' rank. | did see one Bussian soidier bug 3 camesa from
the black marked, stand in one piace and "iake pictures” in eight dis éaiiéﬂm then open ihe
camera, issk at the film and throw the camera away because therewere nopiciures. | hape
seen Ruisians who weuld nol believe thal jeeps were an American produci, they firmly
pelieged thal they were bulll in Bussia. find, 3fiser the war, | read that Bussizn saidies
would take water Taucels and light buibs home wilth them io be us=d in their houses suen

though they did not have running waler or electricity.

! had never seen so much destruction as that in Serlin, | do not remember sesing 2
house or bullding that had not suffered some damage, damage that ranged all the way from
roeken windows ie toial destruction. The damage was not only caused by bombings by the

sh and Bmericans but alse by Russian artillery.
By the Tirsi of Movember | had accumuiated encugh poinis for 2 diszh
e i_ 945 | g2al g ielegram 1o my Tamily o notify them fhat | wouid %se %s}aré%ag
ming day.



