LAST §78¥ AT MRCKALL

My first letter from Mackall to home after maneuvers was writisn an Marsh Sth, 1944
and contained Doth good and bad news. The bad; it was raining - the good; thers was talk of
Turisughs going around.

In that letter | wrote that we had had a couple of gasy deys but sypressed my doubts
about this cendition lasting wery long.

The "17th Airbarne Dluislon™ has been dropped from our address. it is now official that
we are a cambat team and no longer part of & division.

One of the Tellaws in ocur batiery read that Belty Hutlon, the movie star, was about 1o
marry a fellow who was quite a bit older than she, se he wroie {o aduise her against such a
marriage. To his surprise, about tws waeeks later he got a beautiful, autographed photograph
from her through the mail. Poor Peters waiked around in 8 daze for weeks afier receiving
the picture.

la had 3 rather unusual and interssting group of men in our battery. We had the first
and onty only Japanese-fmerican paratrooper (at least at that time), Junle Kawamura wha
was frem Minneapolis. One of our lisutenants claims to be a fourth generation descendant
of President Polk. The lieutenant aiso claims that his Tather was a lisutenant-genseral This
officer was Li. Perry | Polk, mors often known as Perry ! fAnd therg was §/Sgt Bl
ibestoroak, pistoon sergsant from Fiorida, who insisted in leiling the Tsaliows from ihse norih
that down in Florida they spend the summers skinnin’ ‘gators and wintars 'skinnin' Yankeas,
byt he was an 0.K, guy. Westibrook serusd wiih a division, before he became airborne, where
some af the men had hooted at some women in shoris wno were piaying goif with a general.
Twao things dewveloped from this incident - the entire division had o make 3 one hundred mile
march and it became known as the "You Who” division. Then there was Phil Kennemer who
was released from Jjail on the condition that he join the paratroeps. Phil had a littie racket
of his own - he bought war bonds, nad them mailed to him in lialy, sold them to italizn
cipilians, then pul in a claim o the Treasury Dspariment ihat (he bends nsd beea iost or
stolen and ihe Dopds were then repigced. A3 Tate would nays It Phil was the Tirst eniistes
man te be killed in action,

Bud gnd | haue & new habby, We Dorroww Diotiers witn pin-up picturgs an them, draw
skirts on the girls, then return the biotiers, It is getting sp @ ogrsen £&n hardly borrow 3
bigtter arsund here anymore.

From the 14th of March until the 28th in 1944 | must have been home on Turlpugh. in 3
letter | mentioned returning to camp very early Tuesday morning an the 28th but did not
mentian the month or ysear in the letter. On my return thal morning | discouersd that ths
barracks were nearly empty except Tor 8 few bunks. The men had moved while | was on
furlough and | didn't know to where. | spent the rest of the night on an empty cot with only
g mattress as my bedding. The battalion was out in the {ieid and only 3 few of us remained
around the barracks. Later that morning those of ¢s left In camp were told 1o get reagy 1o
go out into the field and jein the others. However, they omitted to tell us where 1o
assemblie or ai what time so we goofed off until noon. Then we went to chow. This was not
the smartest move and the mess-sergeant caught us and ordered us te report to him at
1366, After eating we weni to the P, and beught a sundas, a bag of marshmallows and six
candy bars for the sergeant. Then we reported and presented our gifts. He must not have
been impressed because the nent thing we knew we were mopping the officers’ quarters.
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ATier ealing Cnow our entiré plan caved in and we wers forced to Join the pattery o ine
field.

When we oid catch up with the sattery It was just in time for the rain so ¥ac and | put
up 8 tent, climbad tn and wrapped oursefves in gur dlanket, During the night Mac hegan to
talk in his sieep and woks me up. it went something Jike ihis, "Where ars 4ou going
sergeant? ant me {o come guer there? RIl right, wait a minute until | get my cap”. The first
thing | knew his hand was all over my hair, shoulders and in my eyses; it was then that i
started to iaugh and waoke him up. Mac then toid me that he had been dreaming that he was
going nome on a furlough and sitting scross from him on the train was a WAL sergeant. in
his dream fe was iooking Taor his hat so he could move across the isie and sit with her. | did
not know it until later but Mac had trouble with dreams.

Bud finally made it back from his furfough. | was pretty lucky, they haye cut th
furlough time Tor those whao live in Minnesota from fourtsen 1o eight days. I'm glad | go
mine in befora the cul.

One game we played while home on furlough was to see how many officers we could
pass without saluting. On a few gccasions | was challenged but nothing evsr came of it.

I 'was on K.P.In the afficers’ mess again on March 38th and neot only tried my hangd &t
cooking but got my fill of bacen, lettuce and tomato sandwiches. As far as cooking goes |
magde some foast and iried seme pancakes. The pancakes were sg big that by time { hag
succeeded in turning the Tirst snes ouer, by sections, the last anes were burned. This rulned
my csoking caresr. The 7act remains that therse is vary littie difference betwseen 3 cook and
a K.P, grcept that the K.P. works,

One of my most notable teats is the special way | grepare the biscuits from K-rations,
First you take the Ddiscuits, K-1 and K-2 biscuits oui of the package, fill the water-proaf
carton with water, put the biscuits back Into the carton, beil the combinatign for nins
minutes and 4.7 seconds, drain the water and eat the carton. It still tastes like carghoard
aut is much better than the biscuits.

The coionel who commanded the S517th has besn relisyed of his command.it is said
that Col. Waish was the youngest regimental cammander in the United States Army and ail of
the 517t men and officers will miss him.

On April the third | sent 8 postcard home which remarked about the heautiful weather
we were hauing at that time. The interesting thing aboul the postcard was that at the top
this message was printed: "These postcards are FREE fo Service Men and Women In uniform.
Furnished by the Kiwanis Club of Minneapolis, Minnesata the city of Lakes and Parks”.

On tne sinth of April the governdr of Connecticut, some other govarnors and a few ex-
governors came to our camp to watch 3 parade ground jump. For some reason | did not jump
Wwith that group.

We saw a P.W. camp with German prisoners. Thay do net have too dad of a life, it isoks
like they piay votieyball ail day.

We nad & good demonstration of thermite, which is used in grenades and incineratin
Bombs earller in the week. To demonstrate the hest a thermite grenade generates they uss
a G. I. helmet. It burned 2 hole through the heimet in about five seconds, then they piie
about sid inches of sand on the helmet, coal was added on top of the sand and in about a
minute the coals were glowing red. To top it off, lime was added, and the sand turned ints
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i had guard duty on the second and third of fpril and after | got off duty Bud and i
went on pass. e went to Rockingham where they had & carnival which turned out to be
groensive evening and there was a siceshow dancer that was so suggestive that i did not
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bother to watch har Bud had dis prodblems with a game that ne, or anyt

win but f8 kepi trying. He was shaking 2 9odrd with foles in i1 each felg na
assignad to it, which meant that seyeral 10i85 fad (Re same qumber, and e
have the numbers toizf 2 given amouynt. £3ch time he weould shake fe would a3
totai oy Just a smail amount and the darker would show bim how, iT just ong
fallen into a nole of highaer value he waould have won, Jul the darker never did su L
value of the hole Trom twhich he had taken the marbie. Actuaily Bud was shaking siy ?5‘3!’533
but the barxer was tolaling seven. He didn't stand a gaost of a chance,

it was on 8pril the TITth that we went on 3 cooking gmmem - wiat & meass! |
three of us twe hours and twenty-five minutes to coek three pork chops, three anipns, 1
potatoes and to warm haif of a can of beans. We nad (o cook the food in our mess-kiis
the mess-kits got so not that the plating on the kit biistsred. For dinner we ats lomat:
and cold wieners. We got o bed at 8190 and they saig we could siaep uatil 1166, ~Not so.
9708 we had 1o get up and police the area and at 0730 we were assigned detalls. Almes
gueryone had a detail and nobody had a chance to sieep.

| could not ouercome ithe tamplation that came to me on the siuth af ™arch so |
bought an Eversharp pencil at the P.R. It Is Diue with 14K gold, works the same as the gther
one,but is a iittle larger. it had a $5.00 price on it but my cost was aniy $2.58.

P must throw in this story because it concerns Camp ™Mackall sut the exact time is
important, even though the incident iasted for forty years. in the army it was a mar
prestige to b8 the Tirst {o xknow ang divuige information zo | aiagsﬂﬂ {he game butl gushed |

a Hittle Turther. By simple gbservation | would draw a3 canciusisn and come up with sam
fa:rig accurate predictions. As an axample, we onfy had chicken on Sunday so if { s
chickens Deing unioaded at the mess-nail on Tuesday | would walt until Thursday aor Frigay
then aancunce that | would ke to have a chicken dinner nedt Sunday. Sure 2nough, we
weuld have chicken. ATier a feiw successTul guesses | had gained the cam‘mﬂﬁca o7 some af
the fellows ang they startad asking whers | got the information. My answer was, "My uncis
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gig me". By this | meant Uncle Sam, the symbel for the United Staiss. However, it was
intergreted to msaan Coi. Gumby, 3 coionsl in our batisliss. AT one of mp sam;ueg morning
fnspactions LY. Aoferis 3sked, "Housion, what relation are you io the onlane!?". | had g
ansiger “mgne, Sirt. Thet shouid have ended the farce bHut Tor some reasan §/5g%. Buchsr
naver <id get the waord. At a 'ﬁumﬁr- in 1984, Tortly years iater, Bucher admitied that he nzd
“treated me with Xid g%:m * becguse he thought et | was the oolonsi's neghsw. 7o ibis
gay the incident i mMentiongd guery Ume we gel together

On Easter Sunday | wrolg home and compiained aboul (he lack of fasisr spint at
Macksi, There were no new and cotorful clothes around and onfy 2 e iiiss, We hed tu
instead of ham f dinner but | missed gui on most of the ginner bacause 37 4n accigent,
Uinile | was entering the mess-pall, i;at tells you how clese | came 10 having turkey, !
stabbed my ?m. ;3 gn the s;:'mg on the scresn door and & medic ook me 12 ihe dispensary,
The medic dic not wait unul | had 2een %rea‘zea, sut went back to the mess-hall ang joinzd
the others for ginaer, while | waitzg t¢ g trgated. By the Umsg the weund had jesn
attended ia and | returned to the mess-nall there was very iitile ieft, so | was just S.0.L.

Bud nad retfurned from Bhis furlough on Gooo friday and on Casisr Sunday afleraoen we
went to 3 mouvie, We went but did not see the movie Secause the sound track Taiied to work
so the mowie was calied off. Instesd we ended up at the service club wh a cat named

oh h i

Troubie had some new kittens. They wera as cute as
argund its neck, Trouble spent all of her time carrying
the guys kept bringing them back to pet them. Troudie
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tnag writien Name 10 el the Toiks that we cou'd 18KE Jur wWalghss Jysrssss 34t ihat
nad pianned to send mune heme. Rlse, we could f3xke cameras but couid not use tnem op the

Yig wers gul in the figls on the tenth and siguenih of April and when we camsa ' wa
want o & mouvie, We saw "You can't Fation Lovs”, not sxactiy a four star picturs by 't a cula
one. It was aboul some college girls whe dealt with the manpower shartage by issuing
ration cards {o three guys. At feast it took our minds off of the war,

gne incident that nhappened 3! Camp Mackall, during gne of ogur ihree foaurs ihe
stands gut in my mind gecause it was so typical of the army. | was on deizll 3s the dalt
runner - this meant that | was {9 stay in ihe vicinity of the batiery commander's office
deliver, ar pick up, massages o or from saypiace within the camp. On 183t particular #*;d
reguiar first-sergeant was not available fur duty so anather sergeant was working in
place. it was the duty of this sergsant ta fill out and send the "Daily Report” fo nat alion
headgquarters each morning. The sergeant did so and told me to run, and he meant run
because we always had to double-time whereysr we went, the report to headguarters. | dig
sg. At heagguarters | waited for the respoase but got a response | did not edpecl. The
afficer logked at the report and yetied, "Moral good?', He then continued In 8 loud voige,
"The maoral is excellent, go Dack and haye it changed”. This I did, thes 1 had to return
neadguarters and still make a Tourih irip back to the Datlery area. This was & trip of abul
fige city blocks each way and at double-time,

There nag not Desn a jump since the 250 97 January so | did not miss anyifing while
hamse a0 furicugh. One a7 ihe D batliery msn must haye gotlen lenesomse Tor @ jumg, or had a
Tew "ZDG many, because while on a week-end pass in Charlotle he rigged up & 2arachute from
t aod jumped from a second story window o7 & hotel. He spent all day Sunday at
sta fan whiie they inpestigated him.

der-secretary of war, | dan't even know his name, was suppesed fo visil Camp
Mackaii ﬂ, aturday, ﬂnm 22nd and | voiuniesrad o work o5 3 gun crew to firs e sai ;
hoped for good weather and maybe a Jwanw to 1gke gz piclure. Np further meantion wsas
made if i"ne gueni which leads me g ¢ a i i 7 i
angd msy have missed the svani coms
remember.

dur training switched to a heapy concentration on infantry faclics. [lasses were
gn the 80mm and 81mm mortars, the 30 caliser machine-gun, the ™M-1 Garand rifle 29
i infan
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45 ¢al. sub-machinegun. Aleng with learning aboui the arms @
igssons an hand-tg-hand cambat with knives and some judo. !t's Hke i
you don't have {0 use it

Sometime betwesn the twanty-second of April and "38 tn a7 May mother and Jad camsg 10
Mackail for a wisit. | still had 1o continue with my ner training while they wers in camg

but did not draw any extra duties such as guarg or s<. ; 1* was great {o see them and ihey
seemed 12 enjoy seeing the camp and meeting some of the afficers and mean that | was wilh
guery day.

My last leiler was writien on the 20th of April and soon after DAl we feft for our
port of embarkation at Hampton Roads, Uirginia. | wrote home from Camp Pairiik Hanry 2

said that it was almaost like a receptisn camp and that the food was an improvement over
Camp Mackall. Sur training wenat on as usual and the one day that stands 2ul in my memary.
was one, If not the last day at Patrick Henry, whan we had t run through tne JBstacle course
{ could pot ge t through the course tecause of 2 sinus headache. Zvery ime i ™ i

it felt as though it wouid split cpen, even (he supiight was painful 1o me. | wa
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they waould not let me go gversgas with the 46ath if ) did nat get through, but somehow !
squeezed Dy and shipped outl with them,




For about ten days we waited at camp Patrick Hgnrg ‘<s SRIp out, (gn gays with usry
fittle to de. 8 few of us took a walk 2 ihe camp 10 ssg what wse ¢ : §
nothing to ses. Then we went t f ‘ were sg iong i
weren't hung ur g icg ciub which o

34t

1
yd endsd up on X.P. 79 bs hopest i1 was nice g has
2rUing line, they 100K §oo0 ¢are of you whsn you wen?
throug h t‘a Hing :z; zining am g nerous seryings.

ihe 480th Parachuts Fisld Artilisry Battalion boarded ths Panama Canal ship
"Cristobal” on the 17th of May for an unknown destination. We sailed down the James Higer
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and out to sea but it was not untll the third day at sea that they announced that we wers
headed far {taly.

Life at sea was not too bad coensidering that we were aboard a troopship and the ship
was not ouvericaded. Uniike mast wartime troopships where {roons had ta sharg their bunk
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e nad gur own. The bunks were pipe frames anchorsd to vertical pasts by means af a
hinges, The vertical posts were {ocated hetipesn two bunks 9r on the side nearsst the

sulkhead. A chain, Trom ihe usertical past ts the opposite side of ithe frama, anchored
frame ail the head and Tool of t(he Bunk. The mattress, ar rather what should haus Dszen 3
matiress, was a piecs of canuas which was laced to the sipe frame an alf four sides with 2
rope. As thers was net much roam between the parsen aboue or below you or the floor, oaiy
about two and a8 Nalf feet, it soen became euident that the bhest way to gain a3 littie SHira
space was tg jeosen ihe ropes of gour bunk and I‘Q’Tieﬂ me roges on the one aboyve you, Thic
waorked well but it was not long befars gueryonse ¢ i the iges ang ¢ nEme iost
{s yaiue. The Dest approach was to adjust Busk asriy ion
atoug you couid not joosen his, which o zent. r
was g come o bad ials 3504-‘ t3h¢ st ih

many geopie around, bul Ihe ship wias b as ne E
ugy ;JGLHG ngt d¢ 3 gosd o in ihe da g4 in : iy
yntie tne rapes of 2 Dunk, feing sarstul as |04, Wil ing
guy got iato his Dunk the canvas would an

© " There was not much to do on the trip over sdcent 9 read. iRat {s i you neg any
reaging maierial. | had a paperback book, "Withering Heights" which | never fid fipnish
because someone ook the nBook befgre | had 3 chance to fin :s*a it. *he 3] 333:‘? is that | wss
gysing = piclure of bobbie 38 9 hagkmark and fhat went igo, 31
as much as peesible to sse ho the sther half Huss” (Yhe napy ary ssss a4
pretly goad gquarisrs Witn two 16 Tsur {o 8 ¢3bin. Thars wars sheets on the Dunks, a iignt
Duer 8ach junk, shafues for siorage and eng sallsr syen nad a bIg rag dolt on hid bunk, OF
course our afficer's quariers pere off Hmils to 4s. We did spend 2 let of fime on deck in the
sun, The weather was warm and sunny 3nd | don't hiak there was a wave ouzr Tius Teatl hign
all of our way ascross the Atlantic or ihrough the Mediterranean, While crossing the Atlantic
the ship zig-zagged as & oprecaution agsinst submarings but none wars sighted. Thears
ware 32peral abandon ship drills and nsusr was besause of 2 resd threst. The dritls 2id nsip
to fill ¢hs eytra time we had ¢n our hand



Thersg was a P4 gn board which was epen 3t designated fours. Tha PM. was agt a3t 3
bike 3 cipilian storg, the prices wWere very (0w and you Couig a0t DY Just 3 singie tanoy bar ar
gae jackags of c:garattes, you nad to oyt 3 DOH, CArtan or 2U8n 3 £ES8

On #oard we wers servad only two meals a day. The chow lines wers so long thal most
af the day was spent waitmq in iine for the 1wo mesis. 70 makes matiers worse thers was an

gfficer statianed at the mess-hall daor and if your hair was 100 iong or you were not ciean
shaven the afficer would pull you aut of line and you got & haircut or shaved bpefore you
could get sack in the line - at the end, naturaily. Whst we got {0 eat had ac relationship to
the tlme o7 day. !t could wery well be cnhill, plekigs ar zolied potatoes Tor breakigst and
guerything was piled on gne tray. We ate standing yp a3t fables abgut Tour feet high aad ha
19 hurry so ihere would De room Tor others. Bugd xagws aboul that Jelisr tham | do sincg ng
spent s0 much tme on K.P. He probadly did ast ¥now that thers was marsg (o the ship than
the mass-hall.

There was & public address system aboard ship which played music all day. Every
guening they had a reguiar news broadcast and piayed transcriptions of radio programs such
as Jack Benny, Henry Rldrich or Bab Hope. That was about the extent of our entertainment.
There were two things | did not ke about life apoard a troopship. The Tirst was the tg
facilities, instead of stools there was a trough with toilet seats on it, somehow it rem n
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gul-nousse. Water ran through the trough, Trom ans unﬁ to the other,

me of 3 {arge

pravidsd & constant fiush. Because of the roffing action of the ship it scon Secame wi.-
that the more desirasie positions wera at the water inlet ang af mse trough. Sincs
pas3age was on such 2 calm sa2 H did not make 2 greatl desi of gifferencs Sul it w

]
semathing fo censidar on rough ar.
Aiso ihe shouders were rat 187 Cruds. They were crowded and ihe watsr lampera

was goorly contrelied. The watlsr g the znlisied mans’ showers was saitws {
there was 3 special soap, "saltwater soap”, This soap feit lke SSFUB:—!QN‘ on ygsur
ihere was Ao way on earth, or at ses, that you could wark up 3 fagther. Thse i
residue ona your skin that made it hard {o decide whether it was set‘ier to 1

10 go girty and sweaty.

Ga the way "JB’ to itaiy twe men trigd to process some medical alcahol 3y Tillering
through a 'aa* ”z pread (2 meke if safe to deink, There was 3 flaw in their metnod ang as ¢
resuil both d f“?nm Qa;ssﬂmg

A% we ﬁearéﬁ the apd a7 gur cruiss we passed nrough ihe Strall of Sibraiiar ang
eatergd the ™adilerranean Sea. Aboul 2 3ag befpre we passed Gigrgiiar e were joined 3y
gur first 2scort, a Duich destroger, which left us sgon afier we 2ntered {he Mediterraneasn .
e hugged the African coast, clase enough to be iwithin sight of land, then turned agrih and

thirtgen days at sea we docked in Napies, {ialy,

headed for {tajy, Afier
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IPE ARBIDE IN 1TALY

It was on the thirty first of May that we docked in Naples, Italy. At the siation we
loaded into railroad cars which took us to Bagmeli, 2 suburb of Reme. Frem the railroad
station we hiked to the "Crater®, an extinct volcano which it was claimed that it was a
hunting grounds for italian reyalty. The Crater itself was a picture postcard scene, round,
full of lush vegetation and about 888 feet below the rim of the volcane. On the floor of this
beautiful crater we set up our tents, all in neat, straight rews. A road ran along the steep
slope of the crater and up to the tep - the road was not always used by the G6.l.s who went
te town, drank too much vino and then tried to take a shortcut straight down the side of the
crater, Usually they could be identified the following morning by their cuts and bruises.

sometime during the first or second week of June, | am wacertain of the date because
we could not aame Iocations or dates in our letters, | had a chance to go to Naples er
Pompeii for a day so | chose Pompeii and feel that it was a good choice. On the way from
Bagneli to Pompeii | did get a chance to see the Italian countryside. It was interesting but
pisiting Fompeii itself was the most interesting experience of the trip.] saw 2 mosaic of
bear in the doorstep of 2 house which | recalled seeing pictured in one of my text books. |
was fascinated to see plumbing with lead pipes used in some of the better houses built
befere the birth of Christ. | even visited 2 house of ill fame but it has been closed for about
2,088 years - either poor management or business was too slow.

it was June and | was spending early summer in [taly! In 2 sense | consider myself
lucky. The scenery was beautiful but | don't like the people very well. i1t was not all their
fault, it's the was the war and its effect. Most of the people seem to speak a little English -
abeut the first thing | heard was, "Hey Joe, gotta cigarette?”, and they go around singing,
“pistol Packin' Mama" and "Oh Johnng" just as plain as | could.

le had 2 ride in 2 third class 1talian train with woeeden seats and doors on the side of
the railread car - just like in the mouvies.

We had our first payday overseas and we got paid in "Military Currency”, money
printed by the Allies for use in occupied countries. When we used it in town for our little
business deals, the [talians would not accept Italian currency, but when it came te giving
change they always tried to pass the italian stuff off on us. A1 first we did not know what
they were trying to do but soon we learned and, from then en, we refused to accept the
ttalian stuff.

{talian money strikes me as funny. It seems that the greater the walue af the
currency the larger the size of the piece of paper it is printed on. It makes you wonder if
they could cut twe pieces of paper to the same size, even if they tried. Most of the money
was so large that we could not get it ints our Dillfolds. Thank heavens they were more
realistic with the military currency.

Our P.H. supplies were supposed to come in on the night of June the eighth so two of
us were detailed to pick up the goods and take it back to our area. Like eperything you do in
the service we had to wait for the stuff. You would have 2 hard time believing all of the
things they have at the P.H. - it makes you wonder how they got so much merchandise ever
to Europe.

My tent mate was the bugier and he tried to teach me how to blow the bugle. My
progress has been extremely Tasi: within two days | went from being unable to biau; i
single note to where | could blow two sour notes. The bugler not enly talked in his sleep bu
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he alse sang. | had 2 large piece of rough concrete which | keep in the middle of the tent te
keep him on his owwn side.

[ saw 2 billboard! Thie magy seund silly because there are s¢ many back heme but [ saw
my firet one in [ taly 2fter being here for aimost a mentl.

Finally the gune and vehicles, which hiad been shipped separately, caught up with us
and on June 14th we shipped oyl of Naple¢ on L5Ts and headed north for Civittavecchia. The
trip took all night and about half of the neut day and was anything but a vacation en a
cruise ship. fis we boarded the LST we were issued C-rations and from then on we were more
or less on our own. There were no bunks on board se we had to make out as best we could. |
found 2 3/4 ton weapons carrier and ¢pent the night in the back of it. | did find some rations
in the truck which included chocolate bars - these heiped to make the trip more enjoyable in
spite of the heat.

firound noon of the second day we pulled into Civittavecchia where the LST dropped its
ramp 2nd we marched ashore. 11 was here that [ started to form my opinion about the local
population, an opinion that was not too complimentary. While marching through the city 2
boy abeut ten years old dashed into our ranks and snatched a carton of cigareties from one
ef our men. The man was two or three ranks ahead of me and the cigareties were strapped
to the cutside of his musette bag. In a matier of seconds they were gone- it was probably
not the first time a carton of cigarettes had been obtained in this manner. 1t was then and
there that | decided that the Italians could not be trusted. Our bivouac area was only 2
couple of miles from the beach and while hiking to it | saw how much damage had been done
by the bombing and shelling.

From Civittavecchia we were trucked to a2 location near Grosseto where we went into
action aleng side of the 36th Division. The 36th was made up of Texas National Guard umits.
They were battle seasoned veterans and were enly too willing to relate their exploits. This
took place on the 17th of June and later that day | was lying in 2 wheat field wondering
what | could do te amuse myself when suddeniy 2 German 88mm shell landed close and
solved my probliem. | decided to dig a deep foxhole, one so deep that | may have to install
and elevator, but the shells stopped fiying and | stepped digging.

That evening, 2t about dusk - a German plane dropped its auniliary gas tank, and it
fanded about fifty yards from me and in our bivouac area. |1 sounded like a bomb, movie
style, coming down and scared me but after | crawled out from under the truck | found that
it was only 2 gas tank. | could hear the plane but could net see it and the tank had German
markings on if.

One evening at about this time, although 1 don't remember the exact date, we had
puiied inte 2 bivouac area after dark and as we were pitching our tents an officer cried out,
“Gas, phosgene!” so we quickly put our gas-masks on, Al short time later we found out that
the sver conscientious officer was standing near 3 haystack and mistook the smell of new-

mown hay for that of phesgene gas 50 sounded the alarm.
One day, early in our combat experience, we were shelled by the Germans and they

scored a direct hit on our mess trucl, The truck went up in 2 huge pillar of black smoke and
we were condemned to eating C-ratiens and K-rations for a peried of time. Fortunately,
nobody was killed or injured by the shelling.

The civilians are always en the mouve in Italy. The roads are clogged with people and
their possessions. Some are walking, others are on bicycles, some are pulling two wheel farm
carts by hand and still others are riding en donkey caris. There is always the wine jug in 2
wicker basket, which reached halfway up the side of the jug, with them. The twentg-siath
of June was 2 day of mixed events. Some German shelis landed in our area bul not close
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enough to woerry us. Then an fimerican artillery ouifit to the rear of us, had 3 misTire and
gave us 2 close call. At that point we started to reequip ourselves with M-1 Garand rifles,
‘@3 Springfields and German Mauser vifles. From this we learned 2 lesson. I you fired 2
German gun, rifle in this case, Americans can identify it as German by the sound and soon
there was 3 large number of G.1.5 looking for the Germans. It just is not 2 good policy te stir
up s6 much action. Later that day we took 2 short walk and found 2 German half-track which
hiad 3 cab and hood identical to our Ford trucks at home. We also went for 3 ride on 2 German
bicycle and a motorcycie to round out the activities of the day.

That evening another outfit moved in to reflieve us. They had been 2 National Guard
unit from Duluth which had been activated and shipped to Italy. | was told that there was 2
similar outfit from Minneapolis but | was not abie te find any of them. fifter we were
relieved we went back to a rest area: our time on the line was simply considered part of our
{raining - very realistic training, 1'd say.

Ondune 28th | went swimming in the Mediterranean Sea during the afiernoon and io 2
movie in the evening. 1t was 3 thrill to swim in the Mediterranean but | don't like the taste
of salt water and of the feeling it leases on your skin after you get out of the water.

My twenty-Tirst birthday was not a great event. Ino the evening the band put on an
outdoor concert before it got dark and atter dark there was 2 movie, also out of doors.

Since the 517th was in reserve | was able to spend some time in Rome. On the fifth of
June Jim findersen and | set out to see the city together. We went to the Batican Tirst and
Jim, 3 Mormon, reminded me at 2 reunion in 1989 that , as we stood in the cenier of §t.
Peter's Square, | told him that this was the center of the Christian worid.

From $t. Peler's Basilica we went to the Uatican Palace where the Fope held an
audience and gave his blessing in Italian, French and English. The colorful Swiss Guards were
on duty , dressed in blue, red, and yellow uniforms with black helmetls.

Jim and | then took a horse drawn cab to the Colosseum. On the way we passed by the
Bictor Emmanuel Memerial and the tomb of the Unknown Seldier. We also visited the
fimphitheater of Imperial Rome and the firch of Constantine before taking a cab aieng the
fippian Way te the Catacomb of §t. Callisto where we had 1o pay six cents for candies which
we used for light in the catacomb.

The cab which we tool: to the catacomb was an old motor car, | don't know how old but
it had 2 right hand drive and the driver had an assistant. The assistant was 3 young lad and
it was his job to hold his hand out the left side window to signal a left turn when the driver
told him to. IT the driver chose to make a U-turn on a narrow street, which could be almost
any street in Bome, the assistant helped him to turn the steering wheel. I7 there was 2 horn
it probably did not work. | deduced that the horn did not werk because when someone was in
his way the driver pounded on the sutside of the door with the paim of his hand - sometimes

this could be heard over the noise of the motor.
e went to a 6.1, restaurant where the meal was free but we had to pay ten cents for

table sermice.
After eating we went to the Roman Forum and then to the Castle of Angels. By that

time it was time to meet our trucks and as we left Rome the moen came up over the city. It
had been a full, exciting and interesting day and one of the best history lessons | have ever

kad.
There was an incident on July the 26th which caused me to write home and express

how thankful that we were fighting in Europe rather than in the U.5.8. 1 small 11aliaw ey
had his thumb blown off that dag by a shell. 1t may have been 2 German or American shell
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but that made little matier to him, his thumb was gone Torever. The boy was too young to

know that shells are dangerous.

One day while in taly, | went to an [talian barber for 2 shave. First he shaved me with
his straight razor then wiped my face off, sponged it, put on 2 couple of kinds of lotion,
combed and brushed my hair and put so much tomic on it that il ran down my ears, then
sprinkied cologne all over me. He also trimmed my moustiache - 3l for fiTteen cents.

On the seventeenth of July we were treated to 3 U.5,0, show. | did not record anything
about it except that it was pretty good and | enjoyed it. 1t was a treat to hear some of the
recent songs.

firound the middle of July we moved to Frascati, 3 town about eleven miles east of
Rome. The bivouac was in an slive grove on the side of 2 steep hill. At the top of the hill was
our eating area and the mess truck. After we finished each meal we dumped our garbage
into 2 G.l.can . At this point there were 2lways a few children standing near and asking for
the scraps. | neper did find out whether they ate them or Ted them to the Tarm animals.
Mepertheless, most of us gave the kid: what we had lef? in our mesz-kits then washed our
mess-kits on one G.1. cans of hot water and rinsed them in the second can.

fit the bottom of the hill was a Tlat field which served as our drill field and training
area. At one end of this field was 3 spring but we were not allowed to drink water from it -
water which looked so cool and refreshing. The local women would stop at the spring to
wash their clothes but | cannot recall seeing them drink the water either.fl short distance
amway less than 2 city block, was 2 large house surrounded by 2 stone wall. The tep of the
wall had the bottom sections of wine bottles cemented in place with the jagged, broken
edges in 2n upright position to discourage anyone who might attempt to climb over it. This
house served 2s our headguarters. We lived in tents in the olive grove but they were not the
usual pup tents, instead the shelter halves were tied to the branches of the olive trees to
leep out the sun and dew. 11 was warm enough fo sieep oulside comTortably and | do not
remember of it raining once. Whe | tented with | do not recall but | do remember that both
pur tent and yard was well furnished. We had 2 low fence arsund out property, a mail-box,
and 3 lawn chair sitting out in the yard. Inside we had 2 bed, 3 wine cellar and 2 crude
water-conler which cooled drinking water by evaporation. The fence, about 2 Toot high, the
lawn chair and bed were made from iree branches which were tied tegether. The water
cooler was 3 can filled with stones and tied {o a low branch of the olive tree. Directly under
this can there was 3 second can and befween the cans there was 2 string. The string was
anchored to 2 stone in the can, passed through 2 hoie in the center of the bettom of the
upper can and ended up in the lower can. e would pour waterinto the upper can, the water
would flow over the stones and follow the string te the lower can. During this process the
water would be cooled several deqrees. 1t was 2 slow process and did notf remove the water
purifying chemicals, it only made the water seem belter because it was cooler.

fur training continued. One "game” that was played over and over went like this: the
parts of our howitzer were spread out on the field, as if they had been dropped by
parachute, the whistle would sound and all four qun crews would compete to see who could
find the parts and assemble their gun in the shortest time. Even those in sections other than
the gun crews had to take their turns. This was in case of an injury or fatality on 3 combat

jump, L
Dccasionally Father Guenette, our Catholic chaplain, would come around in his jeep and

say Mass. This was done out in the open and the hood of the jeep served as the altar. A1
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Mass general absolution was given 2s 3 matter of routine and ali fasting and abstaining was
suspended.

While in Frascati 2 new business developed, that of stealing jeeps from other vutfits,
stationed in or visiting, Rome and bringing them back te our area, Dnce in our area, the
original unit designation en the bumper was painted out and our unit number stenciled on in
their place. Our officers looked the other way and, at the same time, furnished the stencils,
then the renumbered jeeps had to be dispersed in wooded areas in case of an inspections by
higher headguarters. When we left for the jump into France we had to feave numerous jeeps
behind, it was too risky to turn them in and we could not take them with. ,

e were able, rather required, to go swimming in a beautiful fake about five miles
from cur bivouac area near Frascati. This meant 3 hike over the mountains and through the
vinegards to Lake fibano in the July and August heat, the hottest part of the year. lake
filbane was beautiful, nearly a perfect circle of blue water in an extinct volcano with 2 large
castle near the shoreline. 1t was not until 1984, while visiting the area, that | Tound out
that the castle was Castle Gandolfo, the summer residence of the Pope. Because we swam in
this lake which is so close to the castle, | often make the statement that | used to swim in
the Pope's swimming pool. On these hikes we were allowed only one canteen full of water
but that erder was easy to beat, we simply did not drink any water on the way to the lake,
then while swimming we "accidentally” swallowed enough water to satisfy our thirst. The
trip back was not so bad because we knew we had 2 canteen full of water and could ration it
accordingly until we got back. On the first trip to lake filbans we decided to shorten the trip
by taking a shortcut through a railroad tunnel. There was no danger of trains because the
tracks had been destroyed by shells or bombs in many places, 30 we matched through the
darl tunnel. Stumbled may be 2 better word to describe the trip since only the lead man had
a Tlashlight and the rest of us Tollowed by holding our hand on the shoulder of the man
ahead of us. 1t saved 3 trip over the top of the mountain and seemed to be such 3 good idea
that we used the same route on the return trip. Before we got all of the way back te our
area we found 3 good reason to avoid the tunnel - it was full of fleas and we all had at least
some fleas on us. As we neared our bivouac area we were called to 2 halt on the opposite
side of the road from our camp, ordered to strip and put our clothes in piles, then both we
and the clothes were sprayed with D.D.T. Next came the dash across the road, in the nude, to
sur tents. After that incident we had the choice of going through the tunnel or climbing over
the top of the mountain - we chose the climb.

That was not the end of the flea story. B short time later | was on pass in home and
while there was bothered by an itching sensation under my belt buckie so [ stopped at an
army first aid station for a quick check. Sure enough, one lone surviving flea had decided to
make his home in that warm area. After he was removed and some medication applied | Telt
better and within a few days the red spotl disappeared.

if you could not get to town there was always Merle "Mac” McMorrow te turn to. Mac
was our battery barber but he certainly was not a professional barber - other members of
the battery will back me up on that statement. it times we were so desperate that we had
to chose between one of Mac's hairculs or no haircut and a gig. One thing, Mac did make
house calls. He would come right to your tent with his tools in hand and ready to work. Just
to make sure that he would be compensated for his worl he required that each person payin
aduance and once the money was in his hand there was no recourse - he had the money and
k with the haircut, regardless of how it looked. 0f course the customer
on, this entitied the customer to his choice of seal
to sit with the loud speaker and music to my back and
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2 softball game in front of me. Then Mac would start in, chop away wherever e pleased and
in 2 few minutes you had a haircut {?]. Neither the customer or the barber seemed toe
concerned as how the finished job looked because you were not going anywhere important

anghow.
It was my unfortunate luck to have K.P. 3gain on August first. but some good came

with the bad - it was als0 payday and P.H. day.

Early in the morning on the 8th of Rugust, so early that the sun had not even thought
about getting up, Sgt. Westbrook sent 2 message that three of us were to report for K.P. A1
Tirst it was not too bad, just the reqular run of things, but later | found myself cooking. !
had never seen so many chickens in my life! First into the pan of flour went each chicken,
then into the pan to fry - some came out raw, others burned and some even came out just
right. They must have forgotten how hard | worked and slaved over the hot stove during the
day because that evening they had me making pancake batter and syrup for breakfast the
following morning. Some big lumps developed in the syrup so we fished them out and threw
them away - it made no difference since | did not plan te show up for breakfast anghow.

fill of the dastardly deeds of Sgt. Westbrook were overiooked the following day when,
as | was writing 3 letter, he tossed 2 can of beer into my tent. That evening a few of us
went to 2 movie in town and saw "The Male finimal”. 11 was pretty good even though most of

the actors were from the army.
On the teath of August the entire combat team was restricted to the bivevac area.

There were no passes and any letters written between then and the upcoming jump were
hield until after the jump had been made. We were issued small books with French phrases in
them such as "Where are the Germans?", "How many are there?”, "How many tanks do they
have?" along with useful phrases to be used in civilian refations and hints on how to act in
France. With this help we were supposed to be able to ask questions, but how were we
supposed to understand the answers?

$and tables were set up to give us an idea of the layout of the ares we weuld be
jumping into but we still were not told of the location of our 9.Z. Our only hint mas that it
would be in France, this we knew because of the phrase book. The battalien was thes moved
to an 2irfield at Canino, near Rome, where we waited for the order to lnad the equipment
and board the planes. The airfield was merely a pasture with 3 dusty runway, but the grass
of the pasture made 2 geod place to rest on. fi short time before we boarded the planes we
recejued some beer and there was 3 mouie shown, "Stage Boor Canteen” iT | remember

correctiy.
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JUMP INTD FRANCE

| slept for 2 couple of hours and 3t about 2368 hours we hoarded the planes. It was
still the 14th of Augustl. Ine by one each man climbed aboard the plane with his heavy pack
and a parachute harness so tight that you could hardly walk and took his place in the
assigned seal on each side of the isle, Tacing the man across from him.

The plane roared down the runway, a dusty runway with lights about as visible as
flashlights, marking the right and left side, and finally we iified off. The time was between
8136 and 8151, depending on the position of your plane in the flight, on August 15th, 1944
that we became airborne and set course for France. By this time we knew that we were
supposed to land near the town of Le Muy but | still had 3 “lost” feeling, for I had no ides
where Le Muy was. Try as | may it was impossible to sleep in the uncomfortable metal seats
with the equipment 1 was carrying and with the tight parachute harness cutting into my
legs so | just prayed and watched the exhaust flames from the plane's engine as they shot
past the epen cabin door.

Somewhere en route oper the Mediterranean ene of the three carge chute in the cabin
came loose and the air rushing in through the door caused one of the chutes to bellow out. 11
took several men to collapse the chute and keep the load from being pulled out of the plane.
IT the first chute had been pulled out it would have pulled the ether two cabin loads with it.
Once under control there was no problem and when it came time to jump we simply pushed
the load toward the door and let the wind drag the containers out.

fis we approached the coast of France | remember the fear growing inside of me and of
praging harder. Outside it was dark, it was still before sunrise, and when we passed over the
coastline there were ne lights t be seen. e did not encounter any anti-aircraft fire and as
we neared the drep zone the red light came on to indicate that we were nearing our target
and it was time to getl ready for the jump. We stood up, made the equipment check and
waited for the green light. 1t flashed on, we moved toward the door and jumped - the time
was 8458. At that peint | was pretly busy but | worried about what might be wailing for us
on the ground and about the chances of landing in the vicinity of the drop zone. Once out of
the plane and after the parachuie opened things seemed fo be 3l right Tor the first few
secondg, | then realized that | could not make out any ground features. My first thought
was that | had jumped ouf cver the Mediterranean and was headed for 2 water landing but |
could not hear any waves. All of a sudden | breke through a feq bank, Tor it was fog that
covered the land and had prevented me from seeing any details. Suddenly there was the
ground! The fog was so close to the ground that | had ne chance to prepare for 3 landing.

The landing was ot too hard but it was definitely in an undesirable place, itwas ona
hillside in 2 terraced orchard. Within a fews minutes | had joined up with three ar four men
from my battery and it was oniy a short time bhefore we Tound the parts of our Tield piece
which had to be hand carried down the ferraces te 3 road at the base of the hill then
assembled. Our training paid off - the gun was assembled and we set off in 2 southeasterly
directien. Me joined with other gqun sections and proceeded toward $1. Roseline, our
rendezusus point. e had landed about five mile northwest of the village of Trans-en-
Provence bui we were able to march nearly ten miles through the confused German positions
with very few incidents. One gun section, while pulling the 75mm howitzer by hand, had
marched through the town of Les Ares without firing 3 shot, only to discover that they had
taken the wrong read when leaving town. They retraced their route back to the town and
the fork in the road and toolk the correct road, At that point theu were fired on by the
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Germans. There was a fire fight during which the gun crew fired any shell with any fuze that
happened to be handy. Some rounds were equipped with time-delay fuzes, which did not
explode on impact, but at 3 preset time after the round was fired. The gun crem did not have
time to reset the time so they simply ioaded and fired. These shells, with the time-delay
fuzes, went through several houses pefore exploding somewhere down the street.
gutnumbered by the Germans, the artillerymen were forced to destroy their field piece. They
tossed a2 white phospherus grenade down the tube, then divided the firing mechanism
between three teams of two men and each team and set out on independent courses. Each
team Tound its way back to Chateau 5t, Roseline without the less orinjury of 2 single man.

Shortly after daybreak L. Moore, a small but picious man who had often exnpressed his
hatred of the Germans, and PFC Kennemer ran into 3 machine-gun nest and tried to wipe it
gut. 1n this attempt both men were killed.

We tried to bring down some telephone or telegraph wires by shootling at the
insulators. This failed, the bullets from our carbines only bounced of f the glass insulators,
so we chopped down the poles and cut the wires. By evening we were operating as a
pattalion from a position in a field near SL. Roseline. At about 1868 we got a littie action but
it was the mrong kind. The 5515t Parachute Infantry Battalion jumped into our position -
they had heard that we had been wiped out so, when they saw troops beneath them as they
fioated down, the 551 pulled the pins from their grenades and dropped the grenades on us.
in spite of the "bombing " we were qiad to see them.

That evening | was assigned to an outpost along 2 railroad embankment. Passing
under the tracks was a large culvert which caused me a great deal of worry - all night long i
worried that a German patrol might use the culuert to get over to our side, To add 1o the
fear was the sound of a German patrol signaling to each other by clicking the bolts of their
rifles. This was a3 common method of signaling used by the Germans and made us jittery
because we could not tell where the sound was coming frem or how far away it was.

| experienced my first sight of a dead German soldier a day or so after the jump into
France. He was an enlisted man spread out next to his slit trench. He had probably been
lilled during the early hours of the inpasion and the corpse was alveady badly bloated from
lying in the hot August sun. There was 3 ring on his finger which { contemplated remouing,
but because of the swollen finger | changed my mind. ! had heard of 5.1.5 cutting off fingers
to get the ring and, in some instances of the flesh coming off with the ring - my stomach
could not stand this so the ring remained undisturbed.

In the epening of the 16th of fugust, D+2, the airborne phase of Operation Dragoon
ended when fimerican tanks linked up with the paratroopers in Les arcs and Le Muy. The ist
fAllied firborne force was ordered to hold the area bounded by Le Muy - Draguignan - Les fircs,
an area of about twenty-five square miles , until the 36th infantry Dinision arrived and
passed through. The 468th bivouacked near La Motte until the 18th of August. We, along
with the rest of the 517th Combat Team , started out for Peget. This eperation was the
reserse of the normal mode of operation, the infantry rode and the artillery marched,

always pulling the 75mm towitzers by hand.
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LIFE 1N THE MARITIME ALPS

fis we marched east along the French Riviera | could not help but 1o be amazed by the
beauty of the landscape and of the perfect weather. The sky was blue, ever so clear, and
temperature was comfortable for an August day. That area was not damaged by bombs or
shell fire and the undamaged homes were beautiful. Each house was surrounded by 3 large,
weil kept lawn with gardens which were in full bloom. The thing that probably stood out
most in my mind was the was the sculptured trees. The designs of these trees included balls,
squares and circles and losked as if the designs had been slipped over the trunk and fized in
place with an open area left between each design where the trunk of the tree couid be
seen.

Near Grasse we went into bivouac and had a four day rest. Following the rest we
moved east in pursuit of the Germans. In this area we saw more of the anti-airborns
defenses of the Germans. These consisted of poles with wires strung between them and
connected to artillery shells which would explode if the wire was disturbed. There was 3
trench system, similar to an irrigation system, with drums of gasoline located so the gas
could be spread over large 2areas and ignited. For defense against gliders there were poles
implanted upright in open fields, piles of rocks and even wrecked cars te obstruct a field and
make landings both difficult and dangerous.

by September 5th we position in the mountains and living 3 rather dull life. e were
near 3 mountain stream which was very shallow and had 3 smooth rock bottom, you might
say it was an encellent bath tub, however the running water was forever cold. Late in the
afternoon we decided to coolk 3 little treat for ourselves, some corn, Somewhere we had
found a pot which looked suitable Tor cooking corn in so we pul water in the pot, added the
corn and waited anniously Tor the corn to cook. What Tollowed was not normal, as the water
and corn came fo a boil they started to give off 2 black smoke, it was then thal we
discovered that the potl had tarin the botiom and the tar began to melt. The end resuit was
that we did not have any corn for dinner.

it was in this position that 2 sery enfortunale incident took place - one of our men,
Merie Mckorrow, had turned in Tor the night and was sleeping near the perimeter of hizx gun
position when he had 3 dream. He dreamed thatl he was on guard and someone was
threatening the position 5o, in his sleep, he picked up his qun and fired at the intruder. When
someone called for a3 medic Merle woke up only to find that he had actually fired his qun and
hit one of the C battery men. The man was fatally wounded. McMorrow stood court-martial,
was found guilty, fined one dollar and given a carton of cigarettes then iransferred out of
the $68th Parachute Field firtiliery. 1o such cases this was the normal procedure - the person
was fined one doliar so he could not be tried for the same incident later and the cigareties
were given to offset the cost of the fine. It was also policy to transfer the person to
another outfit for moral purposes of both the person and the rest of the sutfit.

fit the time of the accident we were in 3 positien on a mountain trail at the end of 3
valley, a position which would look like a horseshoe on 2 map, with the field pieces 21 the
closed end of the horseshee. | was at an outpost at the end of one of the arms zad
McMorrow was at ancther outpost at the end of the other arm which was about 3 hundred
yards amway 35 the crow flies. In spite of the distance between our oulposis, 1, like every
other man in the battery, could swear that the bullet passed only a few inches from my

head. Regardless of who you talked to the Teeling was the same.
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e did hape a scare in that pesition. We could hear noise from somewhere along the
mountain trail and got set to meet a German patrol but it turned out to be bells around the
necks of 3 herd of sheep with 3 shepherd close behind.

R week later Bud did something which deserves mention - he volunteered for K.P.
Usually the sergeant "velunteered Gallwas' services for i.P." but on this gecasion Bud did it
on his own. More power 1o you, Bud!?

It was in France and about at this time that we were moving by truck to a different
position. We traveled along 2 typical French rural road which was lined with trees. The trees
had been notched and explosive charges attached to the trunk so the trees could be made
to fall across the road simply by detonating the charges. | was riding in 3 3/4 ton weapons
catrier and in the back on the left side when a tank retriever, mouing in the opposite
direction passed us. |t was a tight squeeze and after the trucks passed | looked at my
musetie bag, which had been hanging on the outside of our truck. What 2 mess! The bag was
torn and everything inside ruined. My ink bottle had been broken and the ink was covering
almost everything. The chocolate bars were 3 total loss and chocolate had been squished
into an extra magazine for my carbine. Cleaning the mess up was a major probiem out in the
field and much of the contents of the bag had to be thrown away.

By the nineteenth of September we were in 3 position overlooking Luceram, a small
mountain village near the French-1talian border. Dur mission was to liberate the southeast
corner of France from the Germans and to prevent any Germans who were in Italy, and
fleeing north, from coming back into France. This was mostly 3 defensive pesition and we
had time on our hands so Jim Mohr and | decided to improve our sutpost by building 3 new
shelter and 2 bunker, just in case the Germans should lob a few shells in. For building
material we used the wood from the cases in which the 75mm shells were shipped in and
some cut stone which formed a quardrail on the road that passed through our position.

The side walls and the ends of the shelter were made of the wood from the shell
crates as was our genvine soft-wood fieer, while shelter halves formed the roont. ine side of
the shelter was dug into the side of the mountain so it was better protected than the other,
hut there mwas still 3 wood wall used , Both of the ends were made of wood, but one was
plain while the other end included an entrance along with a stone fireplace. For the chimney
we used the cardboard cases in which the individual 7Smm shells were shipped. Each shell
contained four bags of powder and to control the range of the shell you removed one, two or
three powder bags. Before turning in each evening we would take one or two of these
unused powder bags, empty the contents into our fireplace, then add 2 few twigs or pieces
of wood. In the morning we would flip 3 match into the fireplace to ignite the powder
which, in turn, started the wood. Within 2 minute the tent would be warm. 0f course the
chimney would burn up every time we used the fireplace and we would have to replace it,
howeuer there was plenty of material awvailable for replacements after anight of
fire missions. As the fall weather got colder we appreciated the fireplace more and more
each morning.

e alse discouered that the fall wind often blew through the cracks of our exposed
side wall so we undertook a remodeling project. Since the wall was about two feet high and
made up about haif of the height of our shelter it became urgent that we plug these cracks.
e used wallpaper from the shelled out barber shop in Luceram. Fin up pictures completed
the interior decor.

The bunber was

German slit treach, We cut out a side entrance,
then added a ventilation system. Inside we installed two seats

61

3 short distance down the hill from our shelter, 11 started out as a
beefed up the roof with stone and gandbags,
for our personal comfort,



While in this position we were able to wvisit Nice several times and do 3 little shopping.
Perfume and film were the main items, the film for me and the perfume to send home.

On the way inte Nice we woeuld pass 2 house which became known as the "peanut-
brittle house” because of its tan walls with white rocks embedded in them. While in Nice we
staged at the villa of the king of Beigium, 3 huge pilla with 2 small guardhouse at the maia
gate to the premises and a large pool just outside of the dining room windows. The pool was
not 3 swimming pool and was surrounded by statees and 2 beautiful garden. The floor plan of
the villa was pery symmetrical, the ceilings of the rosms were high and the rooms had
unusualy large windows which made the rooms bright and helped to provide for better
ventilation. The dining room was no exception and the large windows overlooked the
sutdoor pool. There were six doors to the dining room, {wo in the wall opposite the windows
and two on each end of the room. e ate our humble 19 in 1 rations in this luxurious room.
Far sleeping quariers we used any room that we could find space in and we siept on the floor
in our sleeping bags.

While in Nice | must admit that | did a little black marketing. ff carton of cigarettes
cost me fifty-five cents and | sold them for the going price of $28 in Nice. This is where |
got the money Tor the presenis i sent home. One nice feature which 1 saw in in French stores
was 2 sign in 3 window, vsually near the door, which listed the languages spoken in that
store. | am not sure how helpful it would be in the States, but it was convenient in our case.

fill of our sightseeing was done on our own, either by walking or by hiring 3 hoerse
drawn carriage. The beach was sealed off from the rest of the city by walls buill from
building to building across the streeis where the street staried at the beach, The walls were
designed to slow down any invading force and had only 2 few small openings. The harbor was
2lso well defended, even to the degree ihat there was 3 turret from an fimerican tank
mounted near the water's edge. The harbor itself was dirty, filled with debris and had a fiim
of oil floating on the surface.

fin one trip to Nice | decided to get 2 haircut, have my handiebar moustache trimmed,
then have my picture taken to send home. Things did not work out well - the barber did not
speak or understand English and | had the same problem with French - so when 1 tried to tell
the barber that | wanied the moustache trimmed and 3 haircui, he seemed to understand
but his actions proved otherwise. He got the haircut right but when he came to the
moustache it was a different story. He tool one side between the fingers of one hand,
stretched it out as Taras it would go and then. with one swipe of his straight edge razor, he
cut it off. He then stepped baclk and said, "Ben™. It was at that point that | felt like taking
his razer and working him over. However, the damage had been done, so | had my picture
talen with a small, trim moustache. On ene pisit {0 Mice | was hit by 3 tram while walking on
the sidewalk. Well, really | was hit by 3 passenger hanging on the oulside of a streetcar as
it proceeded down 3 very narrow street,

Since Qur jump on August 15th until September 20th we had been on a ration of twe
meals a day, but on the 281h we went back to the normal three meals.

By this time | had learned that | should have learned some French. Two young boys,
about tem years old, came by our gun position one day and asked if we had seen their
"shouel”, Mow the Freach word Tor horse is “cheual”, which sounded like shovel to us, so we
tried to give them a trench shouel. At that point they began to cry and ran off.

finother activity we engaged in was the gathering of, and roasting, chestnuts. To
bring the chestnuts down from the tree we would throw our steel helmet up and konock 2 fem
down with each toss, these we would collect in our helmet liner. When we had enoigh we
would transfer the chestnuts from the liner to the steel helmet and place the helmet on an
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open fire until the nuts were roasted. For some reason the green chestnuts never did seem
to get fully cooked and always tasted soqqy.

September 24th, 1944 fell on Sunday and | went to Mass twice that morning - first to
gne said by father Guenetie and then one in the church in Luceram. The church was one
hundred and ten gears old [in 1944] and, like most churches in Europe, was located on the
highest hill in town. This meant 2 hike of about half 3 mile through narrow cobblestone
streets, streets so narrow that at almost any point you could extend your arms and touch
the walls of the buildings on both sides of the street. There was only one road through the
town wide enough Tor 2 car or truck and that was at the base of the hill.

The church was a pretty little church with the conventional floor plan in the shape of
2 cross. The main altar was located at the top of the cross, as viewed in the floor plan, or at
the front of the church. In the left arm was a monument to the French soldiers who had lost
their lives in World War . Along side of the monument was an altar and 2 large crucifiz with
an honor roll listing the names of the dead in gold on 3 blue background. The remainder of
the church, from the arms to the main entrance, had three altars on each side.

The seating arrangement was unusual. The first ten or fifteen rows were merely chairs
with kneeling benches. Behind the chairs there was an assortment of pews, all different, for
2bout ten more rows.

The Mass was 2 High Mass with two priests and four altar boys. One priest celebrated
the Mass and the other stood on the left, or Epistle, side of the altar and read almost ali of
the time during Mass. One sutstanding feature was the candles - they were eleciric instead
of wax candles. People talk during Mass in European churches and the European churches are
nogier than their American counterparts. At this particular Mass the altar boys l2ughed and
talked throughout the Mass.

It was interesting to watch two Yyoung girls, eight or nine years old, whe came in afier
us carrying 2 baby. The baby was about 2 year old. One girl held the baby for about five
minutes then passed it to the other. She heid it for a few minutes then passed it on- the
poor baby was passed around the church like a coillection plate. Finaily it ended up in the
arms of the original carrier who felt the baby's diapers, then rushed out of the church. After
pass there was a Benediction and, as we were leaving the church, the Germans staried {o
gshell the town. Sud and | tried to act calm and walked down the street in as casuval manner
2% we could butl with our knees knocking together. Suddenly there was 2 loud WHAM! as a
German shell hit nearby and shell fragments ricocheted off the building walls. We picked up
2 shell fragment as a souvenir took cover and when things cooled down we headed back to
our fazholes.

| did receive 2 good supply of magazines from home but most of them were special
editions for overseas servicemen and, in order to save space and weight, there was no
aduertising in them. 1t made little difference because most of the aduertising during the
war pointed out how the company was supporting the war effort or what their product
would be like after the war. But, | did miss the advertising, it was 3 personsal connection
with hoeme and civilian life.

There was a small resort town 2 mile or so up the mountain from our qun positien by
the name of Piera Cava so | made a few trips up to look around. There was not much to see
but it was a pleasant way to spend a few free hours. Between our position and Piera Lapa
part of the 442nd Combat Team was in position. This was an outfit made up of men of
Japanese-fimerican descent and by the time the war had ended they had earned an usual
number of citations for their valor, 8n sepersl occasions | had stopped at their position to

taik to some of the men.
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Un about the fifteenth of Gcipber | went gn pass 1o Paris. Mention was made in
{etters to home, of the lusury of soft beds in hofel bui no details about the cily or what we
did while there.

fome things | recall while writing this account in 1993 included seeing the Loupe,
with 2 burned-out German tank in froni of it and 3 visit {o Noire Dame. My first thought
when | s3w Motre Dame was to {sok Tor the gargoyles on the exterior which | had once in a
mowgie. This 1 did and sure enough they were there. The fHose Window had been removed
during the war and stored in 3 safe place so [ missed seeing it until there on 3 visit in 1984. |
wag aiso impressed by Napoleon's tomb. 1 think the most disappointing sighl was the EiTTel
Tower, not because of the tower itself, bul because of the fact that the army had installed
3 radio itransmitier on the second level, therefore the enlire tower was declared "0
Limits", To make maiters weorse, the army painted the tower an 0.0. colar.

There was 3 saying in the army,and it probabiy holds as true tedag as it did in World
War 11, which copers the Eiffel Tower situation rather weil, 1t states, "I il moves sajute i,
if it doesn't mvoue pick it up and if it is too big to pick up paint it". This prebably prempied
the army te paint the tower 8.0, and now it lopked like any sther piece o7 §. i. equipment.

To me the three day pass te Paris was mere than a sighiseeing trip; it was 3 few days
of freedom when | did net have te sign in and out and had hot water. 3 bathtub, electric
lights and 3 soft bed to sleep on. The food was cutstanding tos, such as chicken and apple
pie ala mode which | had one evening and 3 sieak dinper | enjoyed with a dessert of
cake mith 2 sauce pwper if, 3t neen ihe following dayg. The ice cream was the Tirst | had
hadin fiue months and i1 sure f3zled goad

On October 213t | was back in Southern France and writing home by the light of the
electric lights we had rigged up in our tent. My energy was direcied io finding a better
way to shell and roast chestnuts but without much success - the chestauts still tasted the
same.

Frobably our biggest mail-call took place on Gcieber Z6th when aimosi evergone
netted eight to ten letters. | did note that oniy one of my letters from the $tates had been
censored but pothing had been cut out from if. | did nol hear of anything ever Deing
censored fromy the mail | had written. Qur own officers were supposed 1o 3¢% 35 censars af
the oulgeing mail from the batlery but they could nei read each and eyery letler so mang
went uncensored. By this time the officers only looked at these leiters written by a smali
number of guys who had tried to slip something through when we first arvived in furope.
While | was on pass in Paris 3 number of magazines had arvived 50 | had plenty of reading
material.

On the same day as the huge mail call Jim Mohr 3nd | had to move sur house ficross the
road and about seventy-five gards up the meuntiain side. No sooner had we remoned the roof
than it began te rain, A1 that time we decided that we should replace the wooden ends of
aur house so we weat ints 3 small roadside chapel to escape the rain and build new parts,

Two days later, on October 28th, the Germans abandoned their fortifications in the
tospel Yalley, including Fort 51, Bech, a part of the Moginet Line. This action liberaied the
town of Sospel which was the last French town to be liberated from the Germans in World
War 11, 1 did see the extericr of Fort 51, Boch once while in the seruvice and then, only from 2
great distance. The fort was so well camouflaged that it looked like the iop of 3 mountain
rather than a fort. In 1984 1, along with others in Sospel for the fortieth anniversary
reunion, | finally had 3 chance to see the inside of the fort. it was a firsthand chance to see

how the French army ence lived.
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The first snowfall of the season came during the night of October 38-31, 1944, There
was eosugh snow 1o spawn 3 snowball fight. Some of the fellows built 3 snow man and we
had to shouvel the snow from our tents to keep them from caving in.

The 468th celebrated fArmistice Day of 1944 by having each howitzer fire eleven
rounds info the German positions in {¥aly a1 1188 hours, just to remind the Germans of what
day it was.

In the middie of November | wrote home to recount my good fortune of being in the
artillery rather than the infantry. The astillery did not move 3s often which gave then 2
chance to buiid more comTortable living quarters. True, when we did move we had 1o kiss ali
of our handiworl: goed-bye, but it was nice while it lasted and the construction had helped
to pass the time.

in the nineteenth of November | was again complaining 2bout Bud and threatening ts
leave him behind when | went to Mass uniess he changed his ways. On that particular Sunday
morning we started oul on foot Tor the town of Luceram. hen we discovered that Mass was
to start in the French church in about five minutes, so we went there knowing that it would
be an hour or 5o before our chaplain would come arcund. Just before the priest came sut on
the altar Bud got the bright idea that the balcony would be 2 better place to sit than the
main floor. Later he told me that the reason was because the collection plate was never
passed in the choir loft - it may be true but | think the real reason was the giris in the choir.
This, | believe, had more than anything else to do with the move. In fact he made eyes at
one girl so often during Mass that | was forced t nudge him several times. Then Bud laughed
at a3 friendly dog that came into the main part of the church and tried to make friends with
every G.1. When all the dog got was nothing for its efforts, except dirty looks it proceeded
to curl up in the centerisle and take 2 nap.

fifter ninety-seven days on the line and after liberating Sospel, we had a chance fora
rest but, like most of our rests, it included more training. Lighteen days later we boarded
48 & 8's and headed north. ifter three days we arrived at Soissons in northern France. The
weather mas cold - maybe we had been spoiled by the wonderful weather in southern
France. 1t was here and a3t that time, December 9ih, that we became parl of the HUIL!
fiirhorne Corps, now every airborne unit in Europe was part of the ROi11th.
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