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John A. Alicki-U.S. Army

John is o veteron of Pearl Horbor; served with the 8'n U.S.
Covofry Regiment, ond in 1942 was commissioned os o 7no
Lieutenont. He graduated from Porochute School, Counter
Intef ligence Corps School ond Strotegic Intelligence School.
He served with the 5!7'h Parochute Regimentof Combot
Team (PRCT) in Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhineland,
Ardennes-Alsoce ond Centrol Europe compoigns ond mode
the heroic jump into Fronce.

He still mointoins contoct with his wor buddies ond belongs
to the 517th PRCT orgcnizotion.
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John "Boorn Boom" Alicki

American Militarv Role in WWll

In the spring of 1940, in the rvake ofmonths offierce fighting, France rvas invaded and
humiliated. In the space ofjust four rveeks its army-ill-prepared for the rvar but facing the
enemy courageously*had lost 120,000 soldien n'ho had sasrificed their lives in vain to save
their country. France's population rvas fleeing before the aggressor. The governmeni had
collapsed. Those rvere the grimmest ofdays. Days ofdarkness and despair. Under the brute
strength oftyranny, an entire people found itselfsuddenly deprived ofliberty and freedom.
The future looked bleak and there seemed to be no reasons for hope.
In the midst oftotal disasterhor+rver, one manstood tall, sunounded byjust a ferv, General
Charles de Gaulle went to London and, on June I 8, 1940, speaking through a microphone of
the British Broadcasting Corporation, called for the French tojoin him, refuse to lay dorvn
their weapons, and resist. Resisl and fight!
With an astonishing premonition ofwhat rvould happen four years later, on the longegt day
following the longest rvinter, General de Caulle rekindled hope in the hearts ofthe French
people by saying: "France does not stand alone! She is not isolated. Behind her is a vast
empirg and she can make common cause rvith the British Empirq rvhich commands the seas
and is continuing the struggle. Like England, she can drarv unreservedly on the immensc
industrial resources ofthe United States.r'
On June 6, 1944, Oeneral de Gaulle's vision became a reality. Under the command ofGeneral
Eisenhorver, 70,000 Americans, together with British, Canadian, French and other allied
companions-in-arms, set foot on the beaches ofNormandy. Our American allies were
following the path of Pershing's army during World War I and answering the call of Lafayette
during the War oflndependence. Like the men ofRochambeau in Yorktorvn, they had crossed
the sea in the service oftiberty: they were soldiers of free nations up in arms against
oppression,
In the cold mist ofthat gray morning, the powerftrl armada ofoperation Overlord brought the
liberators to the soil of France wherc they broke through lhe rvall of fire set offby the enemy.
Omaha, Utah, Juno, Gold, Srvord... the code names given to the beaches resonate today as as
many synonyms oifreedom. A frecdom paid dearly by those who fell in the sand never to rise
again, The soldien rvho made the ultimate sacrifice--among thom the ln'enty-one brave boys
from Bedford-were young men in the prime oftheir lives. They served their country and its
core values in the rvorld's most porverful and t'ell trained army. But they rvere also good sons,
nephervs, boyfriends who had left behind the warmth oftheir homes tucked away in a
generous country. Their future rvas stolen from them by a fararvay rvar. Yet lvhat they fought
for were universal values. And in defending a battered Europe under the Nazi yoke, they
defended the very foundations oftheir nation and their counlry's collective past and future.
They joined forces rvith The French Resistance-the underground Organi2ation of 500,000
men and rvomen--who had secretly paved the rvay for their D-Day landing. Their conjunction
rvould in a ferv rveeks liberate Paris, and in a ferv months all of France, opening up the path to
the final Victory.

June 6, 1944 to May B, 1945

Never Forget
By Sandy Sigurdson

I held the hand of a stranger today
Our heads were bowed in prayer,

We stood to honor our nationts brave
And showed how much we cared.

lllle care rhat men have spilled their blood
On fields of foreign lands,

And gave us a chance to stand in peacc
While holding our brothers'hands.

We remember the wounds that they sustained
Some missing arms and tegs,

And some who lost more than body parts;
They lost parts oftheir souls inst€ad.

For those wbo never cam€ beck home
Lost in jungles and paddles of rice,

We silently stand and give them praise
For paying the ultimate price.

Now, as we stand here, our hands enJoined
We cen share a common goal,

To tell the worldt we,ll never forget
A slngle courageoui soul.

John "Boom Boorn" Alicki
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Consuf General of France, Phillip Ardanaz
awarding John his ceftificate

16 novembre 2005
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John "Boom hom" Alicki

TOP SECRET

HEADQUARTERS 517TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY CT
APO 758, U. S. ARMY

1 1 August 1944

1. The following general considerations should be noted in the
operation now being undertiaken.

a. For most of us this is our first combat jump. Consequently some may
be a little apprehensive. Remember that the advantage is with the
attiacker, as the enemy does not know exactly how or when he is
going to be struck. Particularly in an airborne operation in which we
land in his rear areas where his CP's, lines of communications, and
supply echelons are set up, our activities will give him grave
concem. The enemy consequently will be a lot more apprehensive
than we are. That the enemy will react to our landing by movement
of forc.es towards our area should be expected within a few
hours. However by that time we expect to be pretty well set for him
and deal out a lot of punishment. lt must be remembered also that
he will be engaged at many other points by other airbome units and
the large scale attack by the amphibious landing. There can be no
doubt of the success of this operation if we use our heads and keep
our confidence, work quickly but smoothly and act aggressively
using good tactics and security measures.

2. lt will be dark when we first land. lt will be difficult to see what is
going on around us. Therefore, we must not start firing promiscuously
at anything that moves. You must be certain it is the enemy before you
fire. After the first unit lands many of our men will be moving around
the area, some already in assembly or moving to assembly positions
and others recovering bundles. Don't fire first and find it is one of your
own men later. Weapons, on landing, should be loaded and locked,
and fired only on orders of an officer or in case of an emergency. The
sound of enemy weapons is known to you and should disclose the
location of enemy forces if present. Enemy flares may be fired around
the area to give the appearance of enemy strength and to cause us to
be alarmed. Remember that more casualties can be caused by some
of our own men getting trigger happy than from enemy fire. lt is
possible that your stick may land some distance from the DZ. Your
action in this case should be

John "Boorn Boorn" Alicki

considered. The general idea is to move to your Battalion assembly
area and if the Battalion has already left for its objective join them
there. lf this is impossible join up with friendly troops preferably of this
unit and assist them in accomplishing their mission. In either case do
as much damage as possible on the way, for example a staff car or a
truck load of Germans may be driving along the road unaware of your
presence in the area. In case no officers are present with your group
the senior NCO should be prepared to take over. All men willbe issued
instructions regarding the terrain, important towns, streams etc. also a
map in the escape kit. Remember that a few men can create a hell of a
lot of trouble if they happen to be in the right place.

3. Due to lack of transport in landing and the difficulties of supply,
don't expect an easy time. However, I am confident that this outfit can
take care of itself in any situation that may arise. May success reward
our efforts, and good hunting to each and every one of you.

R.D. GRAVES
Lt. Col. 517th Prcht lni

Commanding

TOP SECRET

-
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John "Boom Boom" Alicki John "Bootn Boom." Alicki

A Vrrenan's RTUEMBRANCE

It was in the year 1936 when our country was in a deep
economic depression; unemployment was rampant and
industry idle. The winds of war were developing in Europe
with the French and German dispute over the remilitarization
of the borders in violation of the Versailles Treaty, and the
speeding up of Germany's rearmament. In the Far East,
Japan began to beat the drums of war with economic
pressure on Nofth China since their forceful seizure of
Manchuria.

In these existing uncertain conditions the year 1936 was a
turning point in my life as an l8-year old. I decided to quit
my recently acquired job as a die-maker apprentice to travel
and see the world. I was then young, foolish and a
dreamer, dreaming of far horizons and an insatiable desire
to know and see places I read about in history and
geography books. I stafted by hitch hiking, riding the rails,
and walking hundreds of miles visiting and seeing many
places in these great United States. Finally, with about 35
cents in my pocket, hungry and a long way from home, I
reached El Paso, Texas. It was in El
Paso that I decided to join the U.S.
Army. In order to meet the Army
weight requirement because of
being underweight, I spent the last
35 cents for bananas. Bananas in
those days sold for a penny a piece.
Eating all the bananas easily
increased my weight by more than
10 pounds. As a result, I was
sworn into the Army in July 1936.

Lrll

Fort Bliss, Texas-L937
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