William R. Myers

3111 Country Club Lane
Jeffersonville, Indiana 47130
(812)284-1788

1943 1945

February 17, 2003
Dear Mark

ave pu t%fether a series of events covering your dad's combat experiences in
Southern Em:ée luded in this package is a map showing each town we were in to
help give a mental picture along with the story.
The following is a list of the numbers on the map corresponding to a specific
event occurring at that town.

No# 1: May 17, 1944 We left from Norfolk, Va. via a ship for Naples, Italy.

No# 2: Arrived Naples, Italy May 31, 1944. L /‘M‘
No# 3: We engaged in combat for a few days to get combat experience. S¥» &

No# 4: Arrived at Grosseto, Italy to get ready for the jump in Southern France. flvg ![ #*

No# 5: Combat jump on August 15, 1944,
No# 6: Trip to Soissons, France. D& ¢ o S5
No# 7: Trip to Belgium Bulge. P&C 2 / Hm

I sure want to thank you for sending the "Special Orders" pertaining to the trip
Roy and I made to Ft. Stevens, Oregon. We spent a lot of time together and got to know
each other real well. Riding together on a passenger train for that many days gave us a
chance to converse on every subject imaginable. I know we bonded, and I have had
nothing but a high respect your dad.

It was strange when v131ted Roy and Elice. We didn't get into all of the past.
I guess we wanted to talk about current events instead. I wish Roy and I could have had
another visit.

Mark, if you have any questions, please let me know. Sorry I took so much
time to reply. Give our love to Elice. Dot says hello. I'm sending you some pictures and
some documents taken from my scrap book I put together in 1945.

My son, Mark, has a computer and has saved you from reading my hand writing.
His e-mail address is mnmyers@www.sioln.com. Please keep in touch.

Sincerely,

Bill & Dot




OUR TRAVELS IN EUROPE

No# - 1: May 17, 1944, we left for Naples, Italy.

No# - 2: Arrived Naples Italy May 31, 1944. The name of the ship was Santa Rosa. In
peace time it was used to transport bananas from South America to the U.S.

No# - 3: 517th entered combat for the first time. On June 16th, we fought from
Civitaveichia to Follonica, Italy. We had some casualties and very few deaths. On July
4th we moved back to Rome for rest to prepare for the invasion of Southern France. July
4th to August 10th training, resting and passes to visit Rome. The main attractions were
the coliseum and Vatican City. The reason for us fighting in this situation was to gain
combat experience prior to our mission in Southern France.

No# - 4: August 11th, We moved to where we would take off and make our combat
jumps in Southern France, behind the German lines, which was in the area of Grosseto,
Italy.

No# - 5: We were briefed on our mission. We would take off August 15th at 02:30 a.m.
and fly over the Mediterranean sea and at 04:30 a.m. jump in the area of Le Muy and
Grasse, France, about 20 to 30 miles inland from the beach. Our mission would be to
destroy all communication lines the Germans were using, and to set up road blocks to
keep the German's from reinforcing the beachhead. When the invasion troops arrived, I'm
happy to say, the mission all worked as planned. When we jumped at 04:30 a.m. and our
parachutes opened, it was really a dark night. We could hear all kinds of gun fire going on
below. We were behind the German lines fighting 2 or 3 days. Then the invasion forces
landed on the beach with their tanks, heavy artillery, trucks and jeeps. We were so happy
to see them! Our grenades, rifles, and small mortar shells were no match for what the
Germans had; and what the Germans had would be no match for what the U.S. invasion
forces possessed. Then things changed. The invasion forces drove the Germans to the
north, and out of the area. It is hard to express the joy we had when we were relieved.

The invasion forces drove the Germans to the north and we drove ### them to the east as
far as Nice. We walked and fought the Germans for 94 days, until we got in the area of
Nice. Every night we would fire mortar shells at the Germans and they would fire artillery
shells at us. That was nerve racking. Even more nerve racking, was when we had to take
a night patrol of about 12 men to see what the Germans were doing. Every day we would
exchange gun fire and the Germans would retreat, and we would advance. We had to dig
a fox hole every night in anticipation of the night artillery. Every night after the shelling
you could hear the moaning and groaning , and then you knew someone was hit and
injured.

Mark, all during this period of time, when I say "we", I mean members of
Company E. Particularly Roy's Platoon. I served under Roy as a Buck Sergeant. During
the 94 days of fighting, we were together most of the time. After 60 years I can't




accurately remember details. Roy and I, and the others had a lot of close calls. We
exchanged gun fire with the Germans, and sweated out the shelling from our fox holes at
night. We lost a friend, named Joe Reginato, when your dad and I were on patrol with the
2nd squad. Joe was our " Scout"(point man), and a German sniper shot him. We got him
back to the medics, but Joe died that night.

Mark, anytime we were faced with a dangerous combat situation Roy would rise
to the occasion. He would be focused, and was able to make decisions with confidence.
Everyone respected his "NO NONSENSE" style of leadership. He also had a "sense of
humor". If he had much fear, and I'm sure he did, he did a good job of concealing it.You
asked about Roy being a Platoon Sergeant at the young age of 20. At that time, everyone
that volunteered for the paratroops was at that young age. Camp Toccoa had a Cadre of
older experienced guys to help form the 517th Regiment. When they got the number
needed the 517th was formed. I've never heard of this before, but they held elections and
voted for whom they wanted as Sergeant, Corporal, and Private First Class. Roy was
promoted from Private to either Corporal or Sergeant at that time, which gave him a
quick start to Staff Sergeant. You asked what we did, on leave in Nice, France. In peace
time the area is a big-time tourist attraction. We enjoyed the many restaurants to pick
from, and the hotels. After sleeping in fox holes and not being able to take a bath for so
long, it was an enjoyable time.

No# 6: After we were relieved in Southern France we went north near Paris via trucks.
We were in a town named Soissons, France, a few miles north of Paris. We lived in
French barracks, and we were preparing for another jump across the Rhine river.

No# 7: Before it was time to do the Rhine jump, things got real serious and they needed
help at the "Battle of the Bulge". So we started for the Bulge in open trucks. The 101st
Airborne was trapped in that area, and every available military outfit was helping to get
them free. That's when General McCullif, Commander of the 101st told the Germans
"NUTS!II" when the Germans told the 101st to surrender. Soon after we arrived, there
was heavy fighting at the Bulge and it was really, really cold. I developed frozen feet and
had to be evacuated. That's the last day I had with my unit. They sent me to a hospital in
England. I was there for 3 months. Then they sent me to another hospital for 3 months in
Colorado Springs, in the beautiful U.S.A. When I recovered, I was assigned to Ft.
Benning Parachute Jump School as a jumpmaster until my discharge.

Mark, about when Roy was injured. It must have happened during the Battle of
the Bulge because I don't remember Roy being injured.
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SS Santa Rosa Page 1 of 2

SS Santa Rosa

..which carried the 517 PIR from Norfolk, VA through Gibraltar, arriving in Naples on May 31, 1944.

For more pictures and info: SS Santa Rosa
(from the web site of the the 488th Port Battalion Transportation Corps)
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Port of Naples and the Castle where the allies came ashore.
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