gugedient. Thal alternosn | me! "fed” and we trie
we sgitisgg Tor 2 pegcefyl regl in 3 park, in the sue
We naue aeuer piayed sc many games af ping-
U.S.0, Jim 3nd 1 were walking down the strast

{ we want

who nad besn a3t the dance, asked ug |
Maturaily we atceptsg. They drapped ds 4ff at ths Henderssn's umare g
spend the night, In the morning we had breakfast, said, "Good-bye” 3nd went bacgk
swimming pool. 8Tter a short swim wa did 3 litls shoopping and 100K the 1488 Jus oack

tamp.

2 had hesn iyt

Whiie in Raleigh | weighed myseil - | had gained fifieen pounds since jeining the army
but, at the same Ume, haue last & couple of inches around my waist.

Late in July | began to think how aice it would be to have my swn radlo 'n camy and
mentigned the desire in lgtters o Nome, butl ¢id not actually ask Mom or Dad to send it. The
radic was & portadle, such as portabies were at that time, and the batteries wers ,argg
hesuvy and supensive. During wartime the batteries wears usually unavailable so | as kﬂd h
@ bottie of Usisntineg Hair Tonic De piacsd in the paftery compartmant instsad of 3 batter
Anything to heip me ook beautifyll

Meanwhite, back at camp, | had another jeep driving session ocver an obstacie course

This course nad mud holes tg drive through, ditches to cross, sand to plow through, logs %3
godge, trees 10 thread betwesn and water 10 drive through. They alsg trieg to t2ach me fnsw
to double-ciuteh 3 2 1/2 ten tryck - they must haue failed that mission becsuse | neyer
Becamg s (rgcX driver.

The battlation just get back from 2 ssuen mile "conditisning march” but | was 3 road
Juids ang o0y couered sboul two miles, My job was 1o stand at an interssction and dirsct
partions of the Dgttalion as they arvived at this ssirt i hardly worked up 3 swest.

n the fatter part of July we got 3 new battery commander by the namse
who replaced Lt Harging. In my opinion | falt tﬁai L1. UJogel Lsas too strict righ
gne, raiher self centered and tharefors "af JF"F:; x,zza" Hged, | noted that the a
oniy associated with him Bt ' peared {
piher 0coas.ons. farly in r g
Uogel, justieg a corparal. 12
in, Tha capisin then marke

2 sider men in the gait 5hi
apethar gutfit, After b
for him to earn any sm_ﬁas agam.

Sgt. Schnelder and Cpt, Uogel had a run in on the 241p of August. While oul in the Tisig
Sgt. Schneider had removed his shirt and Cpt. Usgei ordered him o put it back on. Schagider
answerad, "Yes sir" in no uncertzia ferms and put Ris shirt on. The Totiowing day Schngiger
waes caeligd into Uogel's office where the caotain toid him that he 4ig ast fike Scineldsr or
any of the othsr aon-coms. Schneider invited vogsl to rsmoug his bars and siep puisids,
With that Uogel busted him, pul him ynder arrest and now Schneidser s Ip the guardhouse, Al
of C battery is in a bad mood because of the incident, in 3 {asi, giten on the howitzer ihe
foliowing day, Li. Payne added gne szﬂdi guesiion which read, "ino is the maost chicken-shit
agfficer in the palisry?”. There was no contest, Uogel won the honor hands down. in contrast
when L1, Harding lefl the bBaltery he complimented ihe nen-coms By saying that they ware
the nest e nsd aver werksd with,

During the first week of fugust we went {9 Fort Bragg io firz our howitzers for the

gnded dp with a sors nand. Ths

first tima. | was {38 plmber WO AN on & gun craw and




numner 1o man oads the 2ighisen gound, 75mm oshed ipto the Ireach ihe
fist and ciams the ¢heill home, The bresch was t i
as opened 7y gother crew members and ! had ¢

3 -
dsuiiies 41 hiz
o the jreach

, ag;
sheli casing m’m togs !t back an
i'“

o B2

aht gf the wag, 1U Wwas hard, fast -;zmrk' ang my right na a was pretty soras after 'nading 2n
removing ine shells suen though we Tired oniy lep rounds, ;:us sgyerat dours spent defore
hand da ng dry runs. Each shell ¢z t 5 3.75, or the price of one war sond. Whan the Jun was
Tired it jumped into the gir about siy inches, the concuseion snaps your head and the sound

makes yaur sars ring.

Life on ihe artillery range was not always sasy. There was one day Wwhen w
fiiking toward Fort Bragg but onfy got fwelpe miles ewn the road before the tru: %{
along and picked us up. | suppose | shouid be thankfui for the ride though, m‘t.
waould have had a forty mite hike, in spite of the Tt it was after dark whan we
Fort Bragg and we had 1o piteh odr tenis in the dark. Thatl in itseil was a chorg, hut
matiers weorse Ping and | chose a very poar location; we found this oul when we tried io
sieep, the tent had a ditch running through it. To make the night more miserabiz 3 battery
of 155mm rifles opensd up behind us at aboul midnight and ihose Bbig sheils made a
remendous neise as they roarsd ouerhzad.

When morning came after that feng and uncomfortable night Ping and | went yp fo the
top of & h il to watch the shelis iand and esplode. My thougnt was that it was much datlter
tg be gn ing firing end than an tha receiving snd,

E’h‘s s’s getting a littie ahead of the story but as ihe monihs passed and f2i came we
stili made trips o ihe range and things oniy got wo fse far me. As a private | was always s
ong who hed ts go Tor the wood for the ponfire, The higner ranks e2njoyec the warmth of ihe
firg Wwhiie | gathersd stiit more wood. You wouid think that | was ihe anly privats in ©

Low g
£\J

ttery.
Back to August. By the second week of August ! had decided ageinst 3s
radio he sent, 31 ieast until after we got Dack from jumg schoal, which wou

septamber.

On the 13th of Rugust we weni oul fo ihe rifie range 1o fire for record. | did not do
ysry wel although § gualified and earned a marksman medsl Gnly 3004 nalf af (hg sallery
guglifisd, that is shot z scars of 135, and thers was only one who garted 2n 2Xpert msegal
Those w.m did not guaiify had to go back agsin (and maybe more than oacel until they dig

qualify. Sheoting, and trying ‘o guslifying, was much seltler than "pulling ltargets” whare
4oy had io be in a pit Deiow and apeag of the target. When someone shoots at he target i
is your job to mark where his round hit. This was done Dy holding a three of four inch disk,
attached to 2 stick, oper the hois in the target so the shooler could see, and agjust for, hlg
nent snot. If there was a comalete miss you waved 3 rad flag, Xnown as "Maggie's drawers”
{o indicate such. After sach person firgs his required number of rounds .n the thres raau frad
gasitians - ar"ns, sitting and standing - the target was lowsred and patches pastsd suz-
the noles. This t : thg shots gf Ziffaraat men, ?z} 23y
the feast T wEs very a ’

The term f a sangioich made early that morning,
hgd dried cut and ith the stale sandwich we were
alistsed one cant s the whole 43y - a8 d8¢ spanat in
the hot syn. ATt given the choice of riging back 1§
the battery arg 23nt doudiz-iiming, Those whs chosze 1o
margh, of which | was gne, wers: “‘feref‘ 3 wesk—end pass iwhen we reachad the dallsry
arga, 17§ racail correctiy it was after marching pack (o0 ihe double) hat i wentintg the
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fatring and drank gusr g galie
and then a iittie more and sy

During Rugust we were o gked iike the reguiar 3.,
nefmet liner except that 1t had : tg secure it during 3 ,ump,

Wwith tongue in cheek | wrote 10 Dad and compiained sboul the nameméaf;}re used in

the army to identify any af}G guerything. As an edampie | used 3 iain whistie ang, 4y
sketching a cross section of %, | identified, named and assigned 3 numbear {0 each part.
ft the same time | ooth praisad and criticized ocur MIi-A1 carbine. | did liks iha sen
automatic capability of the gun but did not like the fow fire gower or the sights. ii
accurate up to about 266 gards but net very goed peyond that range. The sights could not
adjusted for the 150 and 380 yard range and thers was no wag {8 adjust for the wind. |
ng matcn Tor the German 31 callber ™ouser or oyr 39 callber Garand, in [is fayor u
fight weight and folding s '%ac%( which made it easy 1o =ur‘m with ang carry. Late in the war
the carbine was to come with a largsr clip - thirty rather than fiftean shells and & fully
gutematic feature, but this was anly an the solid stock model
My next assighment was with the instrument saction. A rather sasy job when it cam
{0 meoving because you did noet have to pull the nowitzer. in this capacity | ran surusys an
sat by a drafling board where | plotied the positions of the gun and target. This was don
gn an overtay on a mag, then | decided the settings Tor the gun to get the dasired effs
The Tirst round could be anygwhere tut short Just sg yau could ses the imoact. § short round
speiled danger Tor your owa {ropns o you atlways made sure that it was (ong snpough. This
il 3
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Sgrued a3 @ hase round or marker and adiustments werg made frem that paint Commanss
were then ieizphoned or E"a{f oed hack to ihse Jun crew.
Tumbiing was an imporiant part aof our training and as 3 part of this training wse

\3
fearned how ?3 dg ihe ?Hg?} fall. 7o do 11 you place your right fog! about 2 fool ahead of your

feft one, then bring your arms, with your elbolws straight and ygur hands lscked f*m;( ﬁer, U
to the right of your head. Mow, at the same time, whip your hands down and <0k your fest
gp and you fHp over witheut touching the ground and land on your faft side. Better than
Tifty years iater | am stifl wrying to evaiuate just Now valuabis RIS maneuver has Been 5

gigitian 1ifs,

reunions. Ansther sdampis was “,_ S

S A ang 4own my sping, Riaddin's

ruf 4g and down my spine, 3 Purpie Heartl is mipg ~--
{ o g or snyishere elsse,
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juined Torces and went after Headguarters, € battery pitched in to help O pattery, mambers
of A and B batleries joined in until nearly four hundred men ware peunding awey at aach
ather. ATter aboul lwenty minutes the Officer of the Guard, the gquards and the M.P.s cams
dgan the scene (o bresk up the battle. They did not heve 1o work very harg to stop the fight
- about three seconds after the M.P.s arrived the area cieared as if by magic.

fit ane time during this period at Camp Mackail wea were in farmation out in Rrea 8 and
| had g T-shirt on with paratrooper wings across the front and Lt Foberts informsad me
that | was nat to war It until | had qualified. Naturally | took the message fo heart and put
the T-shirt away until after jump school.

On August 36th at 1506 hours we left Camp Mackall for jump school at Fort Benning,
Georgia. We ftraveled by train, a real antigue train of which the speed matched the
appearance. The rallroad cars looked llke thay were out of the 1880's and we figured tnat
the termites had movued out in about 1983 to search Tor happier hunting grounds but we still
rode in those cars. And the seats, IT you could cail them seats, looked like they had been
wouen from old, used straw brooms. What's more they felt like brick pikes with sticks in
them. As for the speed of the train, it was on the siow side. It took us twenty-two hours 19
travel the four hundred mifes frem Rockingham, North Carclina tg Fort Benning, Georgia.

[ 3]
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FORT BENNING, GEDRGIA

Fort Benning was beautiful. The grass was green, well kept and the fort looked more
lilke 3 city than 3 military installation. There was even 2 narrow gauge railroad running
through Benning for delivering supplies, and as we got off the train, we could see some
fareign looking locomotives on display.

lie had about an hour to unpaclk our ¢tuff and get organized, then we fell out at 12688.
life then went down to the training area, past the 258 foot steel training towers from which
trainees were being dropped, then we returned to our tents and finally, at 2188 hours we
got something to eat.

The area in which our tenls were located was 2 dry, dusty location knewn as the
“Frying-pan”. Our tents were squad tents, semi-permanent tents with a2 wosd floer and
walls of canvas and mosquito netting and 2 door or flap centered on one side. In case of rain
canuas curtains could be rolled down to cover the netiing but this cut of 7 the ventilation.
Each tenl measured 16 § 16 Teel, had 2 pyromid style canvas roof and there was room o
sleep sinteen to twenty men in double bunks.

bn September the first we staried our training at Fort Benning. The first morning we
had a class on the nomenciature of the parachute. We received 2 small book about the
parachute which gave the name and location af sach part - 1 could not help bul wonder just
what good it would do you to know the names of the parts if the parachute should fail to
open and you were plonging toward the earth. That afternocon we went sut to the mock-up
towers and made 2 Tew jumps from the good, old moclk-ups. Then we tried the suspended
harness, the landing trainer and finally 2 mock-up of the C-47 plane.

ikile at parachute schosl we only had our bunik area and the only place me had to
write letters was on our bunk, which made writing 2 long, drawn osut chere. However, | sam
my first amphibious jeep while there and mentioned in 2 letier home.

Two days later we were in full swing with our training. In the morning there was
training on how to pack our chutes. That afterncon we went on the "Plumber's Nightmare™, 3
maze of pipes which was weil named. 1f there was one pipe in that muddle of pipes thers
were 3 million. They formed ladders, tunnels, ranways and other unnamed configurations. 7o
get through it you had to climb, twist, turn, squirm, squeeze and slide - gquess that is where
the nightmare comes in. We also learned te do The "Paratrooper's Shuffle” which was a the
step used by the paratroops when moving ioward the doer of the plane when they make 2
mass jump.

In those days a long distance telephone call to home was a chore under normasli
conditions, but at jump school such a call was impossibie since it took from five to twelve
hours to get the caill through. We simpiy did not hase that much free time.

e went down to the towers on the morning of September Tifth and had our first ride on
the "buddy seat". This was from 2 two hundred fifty foot tower and a copy of a ride at the
1939 New York World Fair. Two of us sat in 2 seat, tandem fashion, and were hoisted to the
top of the tower with a parachute above us which was held open by 2 ring it was attached
to. UWihen released the parachute, guided by guy wires, lowered us at 2 safe rate and when
we hit the bottom coil springs softened cur landing. | remember the view from the tewer.
The whole earth seemed te unfold as we were palled up to the top and | likened it to being
inside of a huge oatmeal bowl where the horizon covered the entire 368 degrees and seemed
to curue up from the botiom in a gentle slope. The color was beautiful, much better than 2
Technicolor movie could offer, with grass ss green and a neat patlern of streets and
buildings spread out before you. Benning's towers were twice the height of these at the
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World Fair and the ride 3t the fair cost thirty cents so our ride must have been worth at
least sixty cents.

The following day we went on 2 ride similar to the "buddy seat” except that you were
strapped into 2 parachute harness and rode alone. The chute was held open by the same type
of ring and guided by wires buti, in this case, you landed on your Teet. What a fun ride that
was!

e spent time learning how to control the parachute just after landing, when the
wind could drag you along the ground, before you were able to free yourself from the
harness. For this exercise they had a Ford chassis with a -8 engine that drove an airplane
propelier, thereby creating a strong ground wind. You had to lie on the ground in front of the
propeller with 3 parachute on, then the instructor would rev the engine up, the wind would
inflate the canopy and pull you along the ground. You were then ordered to collapse the
canopy and stand up on your feetl. This exercise was carried out on 2 normally dry, dusty
field which proved to be uncomvortable for the instruciors so they would water it down to
control the dust. This wounld create a mud puddie where you were pulled slong behind the
chuete and after chow you had to turn out im 2 clean set of fatigues. Not enly did the
changing take time but you had to wash you fatigues every night.

The classes about the parachute iiself and parachuie packing went on along with
continsed exercises in landing, tumbling and anything they could think of to sccupy your
time. While at Benning there was no mention of gong to 2 movie or the P.K. in the letters
written home because there just was not enough time, or energy, for these extra activities.
it is doubtiul that | could have stayed sawake through 2 mouvie even if we had been able to
go to one.

Mormally parachute school would last four weeks and be divided into i 5tage, B $tage
and € and D $tages with # Stage used as physical training period used to toughen up those
whe had been in reguiar outfits before their transfer. In our case we skipped fi Stage
because we had been doing that type of training for three or four months before we got fo
Benning. We started with B $tage and went on to € Stage at the beginning of our second
weelk which concentrated on training on the towers. The closest thing te a real jump was a
ride from the free-fall tower. The chute, with 2 man in the harness, was attached to 3 ring
and hoisted te the top of the fower. At the top the chute was released from the ring, it
inflated with air and you got 2 ride down. On the way down you were ordered to, "5lip to the
right" or "Slip to the left” by an instrucior on the ground with 2 bull horn. Upon landing you
were required to tumble, aad if necessary, coliapse your chute. Each tower had four arms
at the top and if there was no wind ail four arms were used. 1T there was 2 wind, up to
fifteen miles per hour, only three men jumped and the arm on the up wind direction was not
used, In the event that the ground wind was abowve fifteen miles per hour the towers were
noet used until the wind died down. The first drop of the day was always made by an officer
to test the wind condition,.. In C Stage we almost lost one officer. He had been pulled up and
released when the wind caught his chute and collapsed it. He managed to to maneuver the
shroud lines and open the chute. It was such 2 clese call that many of us turned pale and
asked ourselves why we were there and wondered if we really wanted to go through with
the training. ille did not go up on the towers that day.

Finally we completed sur first and second weeks, B and € Sages, and were ready s
jump. But first, there were some details to be taken care of, such as packing the chute that
we would actually jump. For the fivst five jumps we packed our main chutes plus our reserve.
The name of the game was to avoid opening the reserve becauss, if you did open it, 4ou
waould haoe two chutes to pack that night. For the first jump we spent a greatdeal of time
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and care in packing the chute but, as the number of jumps increased, less and less care went
into packing precess.

Facking 2 parachute was 2 big cperation at Benning. Except for the first jump it really
started in the field immediately after 3 jump when we had to pick up our parachute and
bring it to the packing shed. The packing shed had an area where the apex of the chute was
attached to 2 rope and pulley and pulled up to the ceiling to enable the jumper to shake out
any debris. Ainy and everything came out - rabbits, field mice, grass, sticks and always
grasshoppers. The parachute, afterit had been shaken, was then taken to the packing room
and laid out on 2 long table where the twisted lines and the canopy were untangled. After
the lines and canopy were in order the packing process began. First the canopy was folded,
according the boek and by the numbers, in a plaited fashion. Then the lines had been Tolded
back and Torth and a rubber band was slipped over the end of each Told to hold the lines in
place. The felded lines were [aid across the canopy then the pack was folded over the canopy
and lines and secured with a lace, much the same 2s 2 boot is laced up. The static line was
then attached to the apez of the parachute by means of 2 siring which was strong encugh to
pull the canopy ocut of the pack but would breal: amay after you fell the length of the static
line, ifter the parachuie had been packed the final step was to sign the card - the operation
ipas complete and the parachule ready to be jumped. |1 was to our personal advantage to da
the packing quickly because the last few men to complete their packing got the detsil of
sweeping the packing shed floor. find it was a huge floor!

nfortunately ! did not write down many details about the five jumps made during D
$tage. The reason probably was the lack of both time and energy. | did manage to send 2
postcard home after each jump {o keep the Tamily informed about the jumps and to et them
kanow that | had not been hurt. After the fifth jump | did put some of my feelings dewn on
paper that euening while they were fresh in my mind. There was 2 feeling of relief that it
was all over and 2 sense of satisfaction concerning my accomplishment.

Gur five gqualifying jumps were made in one week starting on Monday, September the
26th and ending on Friday of the same week. The weather was cooperative with no heauy
rain or ground wind over 15 miles per hour.

My first jump and my first airplane ride were one in the same thing and took place on
September 13, 1943, We were up 3t 8538, had sur breakfast then climbed aboard the huge,
huge by the standards of these days, C-47 and took my place in the cabin. There were about
twenty four jumpers who formed into two sticks; | was in the second stick. The plane
climbed to 1288 feet and made its first pass over the drop zone. The first stick disappeared
through the door and out into space and as the plane banked Tor the second pass | could see
the chutes floating down. | would be jumping on the second pass in the number aine
position. This gave me fime to see the reaction of the first stick and to sweat the jump out
a3 little longer.

Then the commands started, "Get ready” which alerted us that it was almost time to
jump. Then, "Stand up” and the entire second stick stood up. finother command fellowed
quickly, "Hook up” and each man snapped his static line on to the cable which ran he length
of the cabin near the ceiling, and made sure the hook was closed and secure. Then the jump
master shouted, "Sound off for equipment check”, Rt that peint the last man in the stick
turned so his parachute could be seen by the second to last man. This man would sisualiy
check the pack of the last man and give him 2 tap on the shoulder to signal that everything
waz 0.K. Then the second to last man , in this case the number eight man, would turned
again, this time facing the front of the plane, so the last man could check his chute. The
second to last man got double duty an had te check the number seven man's chute. from
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there on the check the 0.K. and the pat worked its way up to the number one man. There
were no doors on the plane used Tor jumping. The C-47s were cargo planes with a large carge
deor which had 3 persoanel door within the large door. For jumps the personnel dootr was left
on the ground. For this reason the jump master had to sound off loud enough to be heard
oper sper the roar of the engines. Then we heard, "$tand in the door” and the first man task
his position in the open door with the palms of his hands on the cutside of the door opening.
On the first jump when it came time to jump the jump master yelled, "Go" and gave the
first man 2 siap on the buitt - out he went. The rest of the stick then started the
-"paratrooper's shuffle” toward the door. One by one each man mouved forward, the line
became shorter and shorter, and soon it was my turn. | pivoted and stood in the door until |

~heard "6¢" and fell the slap, which seemed to come simultaneously. Dut | went with 1288

feet of only air between me and the ground. Everything happened so fast that | did not have
time to think about what | was doing. Once clear of the plane | started counting, "One
thousand, two thousand, three thousand”. No sooner had | finished the count than | heard
the sharp crack ef the canopy as it opened above me. Even though the opening shock was
rather severe it was welcome, as wasz the big, white canopy when it blossomed out. |
started to float, rather than fall, toward the earth. | checked the canepy to see if there
were any blown out or otherwise damaged panels; they were all there and in good condition,
s0 | relased and enjoyed the ride down. | was impressed as to how quiet it was up there, You
could talk to another jumper a3 hundred feet away in 2 normal tone of voice and he could
easily hear you. At first everything looked so small but at that time | was still 2 1866 feet
above the ground. Even the airport which had been designated as our drop zone looked to be
about the size of a postage stamp. At first the ground losked harmless but as it got closer |
began to worry about the landing. The landing seemed quite normal but later in the evening
one knee did not feel too good. Never the less, | considered it 2 good landing even though
my knee was still sore the nert day.

I did carry a small, cheap camera on my first jump which was against the law. Security
was the reason, especially during the war. | had the camera up the sleeve of my uniform and
had sewn the sleeve closed instead of depending on the button. 8fter my parachute opened
I ripped the stitches out, recovered the cameras and tried to take a pictures while still in
the air. Then | dropped the camers down the neck of my uniferm and made the landing. After
all, 1 did not want to arrested and spend twenty gears in jail as a2 spy. Unfortunately the
film jammed and | accidentally opened the camera while trying te clear it which spoiled the

film.
For same reason | recorded the number of the chute which 1 used for my first five

jumps - it was TH-1 number42-54591.

The second jump was alse from 1288 feet but without the individual command te go
from the jumpmaster. | landed like a feather but | could feel the knee which | had injured
on the first jump. 11 was a real theill to float down and be so detached from the earth.

Im my opinion the third jump was the mest difficult. By that time the whole procedure
was Tairly automatic so | did not hape to werry about the technicalities. Instead 1 had time
to wonder what | was doing jumping from airplanes and time to worry about what could go
wrong. On this jump | couid Teel the static line break free, the folds in the canopy unrauvel
and eyen see the suspension lines as the rubber bands flipped of T the end of each fold. Then
came the epening shock and atTter the shock | Telt myself being tossed heiplessiy around in
the air. Then the canopy inflated and | started my ride to earth.

Jump four was also from 1288 feet and by this time we were trying to see how fast
the whole stick could get out of the plane. | landed pretty hard on one foot and it was sore
for the rest of the dau. During the first four of the five qualifying jumps you you did not
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want report any knee or foot injuries Tor fear of being kicked out of jump school, so you
lived with them.

Qur Tifth jump, the jump which earned our wings Tor us, was 3 night jump. We took aff
from Fort Benning, flew over the Chattahoochee River and jumped into Rlabama. The jump
was from 8088 feel and in 2 very light rain. Jumping at night was different from jumping in
daylight and | was surprised to Tind how well you can see in the dark. What was difficult
was the ability to judge distances, especially to judge the height of an object. |1 was neariy
impossible to determine whether a pole was 3 fence post or 2 telephone pole. Your sense of
direction is not as keen in daglight either, you de not have the sun by which to orient
yourself and at night the limit of wision is restricted. Upon landing in Rlabama we were
supposed to 2ssemble in 2 nearby woeded area - | never did find the woods or the sergeant.
fi few of us joined together and finally found our way back.

| now had made five jumps and was considered a qualified jumper, as were the rest on
the men in the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat Team, but we did not get our wings until

a few days later.
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paratrgoper style, suen when in cigss A uniferm. On ithe apposite side of the str
lead from aur Mr acks o the suypply room were the quarters of the §25th Giider
an the way fo the supply room, we lossed aur leggings into the 525th glider
o ionger oe wesaring lsgging
=

aduartise "?’"t We ers NoWw garatrooners and wouls o
resulted in eperuybody deing restricted to the batieru

of a statement of charges for those who could ast arodu
threat that was never carried sut,

Aadic commentator Walter Winchell deystad part of his September 13th broadoast
the men of Camp Mackall and suen mentigned the camp by name, Ths tewt of
commentary was far from flattering, he said that we worked hards
recreation and had more A.IU.D.L.s than any other camp in the Unite

Ws were swarded oyt wings an the 20tn of Septemibsr, My o
issued wings home on my nest Turisugh and save them. 11 was aime st
3 pair oF wings since ihis mace them [oek new 2nd fresh theredy leadin
earer Is 2 rgokie. This is the 183! thing a8 paratrgoper wsanis i -38 {
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r Torward o getling roy radio and io 3 Turlough. hiie | waitee ihs
sscond Dattaiion af the 31710 Parachute infan fegiment t 3 different appreach (2
ihg Turisugh problem. When they did aot get their furloughs when they thought they shouis
the entirg hatiation went AW.0.L. As soen as they leit camp the cammanding efficer cut
orders giving suery man a furiough. This covered the commanaing officer a5 weil as the men.
We wers igsued stzel heimseis on September 2710, AT jump schoci Wwe waore steel helmsets ut
{hey wsars oot our own. in facl wa wary the Tirst complsis sutfit {o maks gur quaiéfz_,m.;
jumps whiis wearing the raegulation airborne helmal, seme incividyals had worn the helmai:
wear ths stegi heimetls wore standars
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Byt not an eptire unil. Those Defore us who did not
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8n ) we went o Fort Bragg to Tire our nowltzars. The Gun Ccrews Tacec
the {nrea o pull the howitzers by nans, apout Torty miles. | was fortunaie, |
gnly had 1o carry 2n 2iming z%rcis which, along with my personal things, made adoy!
twe ;murj 2530’. As luck wa hape it we oply hed 10 walk g Tew mies pefore n
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be the trus reason but the Noods 4o make excelient desks or tables white sut In the Tield. 3
times they suen served as an aitar ior Mass,

{ closed the meonth by werking KP. untii 22135
though § got gigged for not having my flags for 3 uisual signaling class. Ysu
life that | will have them nexdt time, and suery time thereafisr!

e waere issued "clothes lines” an the first day of October. The “clathes lines” were
thirty foot pleces of rope which looked like an ordinary clethes line but was aboyt three
times the dlameter of the regular ling. Its purpose was 1o be used to fower yourseif 1o the
groung I gou should be unfortunate enough to land nigh in 3 tree. WIth this rops yau could
sgsily jowser yourself down from 8 sivty Toot tree by spiiling out your raserve which is about
thirty feet, siiding dewn it and tying your clothes tine on io ths reserve then siiding down

it.

cleaning field stoues, it 3g8med 8s
can bei gour

[ €oey

On Gcteber 1, 1943 | became $58.08 richer sach month - that was the first time we
grew our jump pay.

On the first Sunday of October | tried to catch up on some rest and on a few jetiers.
Maost of the battery was in town and A.W.0.L. They had forged passes and that Sunday
maorning they were reported to be “In church”.

Karl, Andersen, Ping and Fritz had returned from Fort Fisher where they spent several
tweeks taking anti-aircraft trzining with the .50 caliber maching-guns, They fired out over
the ocsan at targeis towed by planes. Our guys did clash with the anti-aircraft men becauss
the anti-aircrafl man insisted on caliing our men “Bloomer boys".

We stili haue Uogel gs our commandiag s7ficer put there sgems to be 3 change in his
gititude. He may have been afraid that he Wwould be resiaced By Lt. Roberts or Lt Coepar if
things remained unchanged. With the maoraie as iow as it was emotions iwere running tog
high and something had to change before it was too iate.

Mast of {he men iried to follow coliege fogotball when they could and listened {e the
games tohich were broadcast on the radic each Saturday during the college foolbail seasan.
On Qctobher 2nd | heard part of the Minnesota-Morthwestern game but it started io Tade oud
s6 ws switched to the Notre Dame gamas. | did aear lster that the Gophers had won. One
garticuiar week-end L1 Coaper borrowed my camera 0 (3ke 10 2 local Tooiball gams - 1T
Uogel had asked | would have refused him.

in ®arih Caroling radic stations gaus the time in twe formg, military and civilian, and
a fims chesk may sound fike this, "2:30 PM, LAUT, 1438 hours, The ciwilian Ume was in
Easiern ilar Time which iwas ihe same as daylight sauving lime except thai it continued
throughout the entirs year rather than just during the summer months. 07 course military
time was on 3 twenty-four hour basis,

We took our A.B.C. tasts, These tests are the Rirborne Command tests and are simiiar
to those taken at he end of 3 quarter in celiege. They are given to defermine whatl you
had isarned, if anything, during basic training. As far as | know syeryone passed,

We went to the movie "Phantom OF The Opera” for the second time. Thare was an
argument in the Barracks as to where the chandelier Tell, on the audlence or Into ihe
prehestra pit so two of us "volunteered” to go the second time to find out for sure.

i had planned to write home one Saturday night in October so packed up my stuff angd
headeg for the sersice club in an atlempt to avoid distractions or euyen an unedpected
detail. But, again my plans went astray. Just as | began to write the ietter the lights were
turned off and they began to show the mavie "Look Whose Laughing”. | did not stay because
it was 2 16mm film which is usualiy of 8 pecor quality and | had seen the maouie In

Minneapolis. | nevar did finish my letter writing that svening.
38
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TENNESSEE MANEUUERS

On February 8th | wrate g my sister Marion and complsined that the ‘mansuver
weather” had beat us to Tennesses. It was FRINING whea we got off the train and it raingd
through the night. With tongus in cheek | describad pur barracks; only twe men to g rogm, no
flogrs tp sweep, no fires or stouss tg attend - in fact, “no nothing” becsuss we wars in
tents. During the night somesone had tripped sver the rope holding the front of gur tant 59,
1o make sure it would not fiappen again, we dug twe holes, one on each sigs of the rope angd
about a yarg dway. that should stap any accidents which would cause us ta rebuild sur tent.

the mud in Tennesses was terriple, TTUCKs and jeeps iwers having a hard tims, suen an
the roads. Today we fillag in anout 159 yards of mud with branches of trees tg give the
trucks same traction and Kesp them from sinking tos desp. And they call these mud-holes
roads? One tactic used top g2t uehicles sut af the mud was to ree! the wench cut and wrap

the cable argund a sturdy tree then wind the cable in Wwhite trying to drive the truck gut of
the mud. Usually it warks, that is it diere is a sturdy tres close gnougn 1o atizch 1

Bur Httle tent city may have to §0 soon. Such 3 shame too, since It hg almost
eyerything. Just across the street are signs that read, “LITILE LEAUENILGATH",  "THE BRASS

BAR - OPEN ALL NIGHT"and "U.8,0. UPSTRIRS ~". Thare are signs peinting to Minnesota,
Tewas, California and even wo. 19 Downing Street. Still ansther sign notifizs us that"Prifl's
Grill is now open under naw management" and will be known as "Hosg’ Mess™,

On February 13th, 2 rridey, we were in anothar areg but sl in Temnssses. It wa
better because the mud froze at Right and was firm at least part of the marning of th
Tollowing day. One reason that | was warm at night is that | discovered that four hlanket
were not anough but slwteen proved to he adequsats,

The following sunday | spent much on the Gay chopping wood. The meals wers gooag
that day - breakfast consisted of three fried eggs and Bacon. Rt noon e had chicken but
the best meal was in the gugning and featursd rice with gravy, besf, string beans,
bresd and buttsr, cocoa ang biusberry pie  without a crust - just the filling. 11 was a
great meal in spite of the lack of pie crust, ‘

‘It doesn't ook as if we will he Jumping while an mansuvers”, | wrote in 3 latter
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Aome. 1 was writing that lstter while sitting Be s
commander and 2 second lievtenant siood ouiside sating their ginner
fender a7 ihe ruck Tor a tabie. Shorid g afierward 2arknass set in ang |

writing for that day.

i N8ard from rPeg - she was sorry that my ihres day psss nag s2an cancsiad. © just fe?
the malier go at that.

The first phase of our maneusers was over and i1 was pretty rugged, Not oniy did |
iose my pen again but | wore aut two pair of socks and a pair af fest. On the ni ﬁtn, Manday,
we leTt Portland in the evening and moved to & position ngar Statesyiliz the following
morning. We had a wenderful breakfast, before starting out frem Portland, which consisied
af ham, eggs and dread. Lunch was pretty sad - two sandwiches, an apple and asif of 4 cup
of coffee. Monday evening we had nothing. Tuesday morning things got 2s8tfer and we Aad
three frisd eggs, bread and jelly. However, the junch was a carbon copy of Moaday's lunch
and supper twas identical te the lunch except that the apple was replaced by an srange.

At 2000 hours on the tenth of February we started out on 2 hike which ended fifty
miles down the road and an the other side of the mountain. The first nine hours of the march
las sigw going and we only covered 9.3 miles sper mountsaln tralis, e pad 1o wrestle the
1,565 pound gua ever rocky trails where, at times, we had te liTt the gun over rocks on
several gecasions, Most of the trail was owser flat rocks like siate which were slippery from
the rain. Whers thers were no rocks there was mud, mud just as slick as the wet rocks. The
remaining 40.7 miles were not as rough and ws made the distance ip thirteen hours. The
entire distance required twenty-twe centinuous hours of waiking, with the Tiue minuts
break euvery heour, and discounting the forty-five minute wait at noon on Wednesday Tor an
armegred anti-aireraft unit fo join us. Not only was the hike hard on us but again | were cut
two pair of socks, frash new socks at that. | learned some things about Tennesses during
the hike. | learned of the mountains of stone and that soms roads forge streams and rivers

rather than pass ouer them By means of a3 pridge. | iesarned that most of ihe fences wers
made of stone and | 2uen saw a humphback cow. 1t may be ssid thet wse fook the 5.4 shorious
which s slways the most indirsct roule pefwssn Lwo soints. i1 could be Eamg;area? 10
following he shorgiing 37 Lake OF Ths isigs rather than l3Ring 3 canoe sirsich? across. By
that is S.0.7 the army

e gy maorping | Was 3 wreck - i1 was raéﬂi"ig, we galy had abput an Jﬂdi‘ af sieen
Tugsday night, and we Jidn’t get anuthing 1o 23t untl 1535 after which we irfed t get some
sleep on a hill so steep that it was likg swndmg uprignt.

Qur first probiem was compigie by February 22nd and we went {0 g rest camp. It was a
rest camp in name oniy. We Hved in pup tents pitched in & field, stgod reueilie and retrest

fad inspecticns and did susery thing but sieep.
The westher in Tennessae segmed 1o have 3 patiern, rain fwo days, clear ons
two more days etc. | didn't care for the weather but the country was as beautify

place, save Gur own Minnescla.
ihe p2opie of Tennessee ars really great - they come gut and invite you in Tor coffes

oo

y;
fer you a room in their eme in which to sisep or the hay lofi, perch or garags -

»-l:.‘::k
)
e )
ol
- w3

gr a meal, off
i g

gnyihing 1o get yau in oyt of he rain. Last night it was raining hard and a 7Tarmer opaned up
his house to us ang when ihat was fu} he offered the harn. After all of that thers were
some G.1.s left over so he moved his car out of the garage to make room for the rest of us.

There was a tank-destroyer outfit next to us se ! had a chance to iooX ouer same of
ipment, Those guys hauve it nice, they ride all of the time and when they want to
etter at night they simply go inside the tank, clese the halch and turn on 1ha

a1




gr fitile 75mm sgund rather

giactiric Hght hen they fire thelr qun, ¢ 105mm riflg, it maKes g
1 t g apout sip feat in dizmster

3
pund. {3 the el ey left a perfect smok
tunich floatsd near:g gne nupdred yards before dissipati g

L
m m
!‘:

! will have to conserue film, the supply is gatting short and | have not Deen zdle huy
any at Mackail since Seplember. Reoording to Edee the 520 size c¢an be used in a3 120 sizs
camera. The difference is in the diameter of the spool an which the THm s wound. Far this

reasgn the film from the 128 will not fit in the 620.

it seems ihal poor Bud has been captured oy the “"snemy” and may bes doing K.P. in
thelr camp at this very moment. We (et f1im behlnd, with thres othars, to plck Up some wirs
yesterday maorning and we have no! seen or heard from him since. Gur mail {(disjerderiy,
Cameron Gauthier, Was with Bud and probadbiy has seen caplured too. At the time | couid nat
tmagine how that would make any difference in the mail delivery,

Somehotw thg subject of fur coats came up in ths iettars from home. | cammesnisd that
It was not cold enough Tor such & coat in Tennessee and that | had not sesn a family weaithy
gngugh to buy such a coat. The part of the state that we were in may not have Desn typicai
of now people Hved (o all of the siate but it appearsd to 8e a vsry IowWw income area.

We went to 3 "rest camp” on February 26th with our sore feet. For once It did Aet rain
in the morning so we got a long ride in open trucks. For the first time | saw the beauty of
Tenngssee and Teel that it is the most beautiful state | have been in since joining the army.
At that time we wers only a few miles from Roms, Tennssses but, at that time | did not
Know whare Aome was localed in the stals.

We only had one waek more of wesk 97 mansuvers then, rumor had 1Y, we would e
going bgck to Mackall

Sgmetime wAlle in the service, possibly on maneuwers, ! recall & truck ride on a cald
night. While riging In the back of an enclosed 2 1/2 ton truck we declded that It woulg Bs
mere comfortable i we created a littie heat by burning "Dubbing". Dubbing was & paste
product that came in a can and, and when applied to bootls or shoes, watergraoofed them. e
it g can of the wan-like substance, placed it on the flogr and huddied over the small firg -
littie did we realize that a biack soot was nroduced. When we smearged from the truck ihs
negnt morning we lgoked Hke gart of 2 minsire! show with our Biack Tacss,

Bud had returned from his captivity with some interesting and humorous tales 1o teil
When we (g7t bim Dbehind the “"enemy” must hauve been right behind us Decause Bud and ths
gther three had gnly ensugh time (g rof! about 3 mile of wire before they stopped st 2
farmhouse for a chicken dinner. By the time they had finished eating the enemuy had
accupied all the surrounding area as far gs a town about two miles down the road. Since the
7our € battery men had notl been detected by the enemy, the four dacided to get out of ihe
house angd sleep in the barn before trying to make {heir way back to the rest of the matiery.
When they woke up the foilowing morning they discovereg that 2 tank batialion had parked
in the farmer's ysrd which made their getaway ali the mere difficuit. After 2 successiui
gscape {hey stariea down the read and the fum Bzgan. They found some of the enemy's
tglephons lines so hooked their test phenes to i1, Bn afficer of g field artilery outiflt was
senging firin Rg com maﬂds back to the gun pasition and euery {ime the officer tried to giye
the coordinaies our men would rub two bare wires together and create so much static that
ine uammanes wua not be understood. Afisr tiring of this they stuck & pin through the
wires o short them out. Than they mousd on and, as thsy moved 3iong, cut the wires at
about ong hundrad yard intervals. After cutling wires Tor most of the day the Tour man were
capiured by the enemy, this is when they began to harass the ficld artiftary captain,

=2



Apgut fwaenty-flve 317th men 3gnd ien 460th men had been cagilursd gad, Tirst ining
off, the captain informed them that he knew they wauld try to escape, byt it wouid do them
on good. This was 2 challgnge that could aot be passed yp and defere jong most € ihe men

2 maKing

nad escaped. Afler zscaping our men spent maost of the night Jumping guarés hefors mo
their was back 1o our area. Bud suen brought Dack some prisoners.

8 battery nad a grangd Umse - they 98t Yired of walking so set out ip 1
transportation, 1t was not iong before they had everything from jesps to four ton 1
and syven a 185mm gun. Things went well until they began to run out of gas and Tinally
Became despersis. They were fuycky to 7ind an Alr Corps tanker and fliled up from it As N
explgingd i1, the {anker had red fiags on il so they "captured” seme enemy gas, that, is g
from g red army iruck. It made no difference that ail trucks carrying gesaline or ammunit
dispigysd red warning 7lags. The men claimed that the jseps demonstrated unusual pick-u
whnen rynping on aviation gas.

I'm tired of walking. Last week it was a fifty mile hike and this week we have had two
twenty-five miie hikes and a thirty miie one. | have had enough!

Our final problem on maneuuers was one which was supposed o teach Us how to cope
with the environment of 8 mosguito InTested area, it seemed rather sHly to wear mosgulto
nets over our face all day long, then have a mosguito net in place on our tent while we wars
guershoes and almast froze at the same tims.

Three aof the guys thought therz was not enough action during mansyvers so they
created some. They walked ints the headguarters of a red army infantry regiment aad
"shot" a colonel, two majors and a captain, then they iried 1o leaue the headguariers arsa.
fhey got to the edge of the camp and were captured. When asked how they had penetrated
the defense they answered that they had just walked in and nobody had chaillenged them or
tried to stop them.

Weuldn't you know - leap year. iUhat rotten luck. iWhen they threw in an extra day this
gear and it nad to be a year that | was in the army. As | see it that will eriend my army
caresr by &n 24tra day.

i
tglen or in Wwhich direction. | 4id get the Star-dJournsi, published by Donaidss
was 8 minjature o7 the ™isneapoiis Star-dournal, As | recall it was 2dsy

hes, and was an abbreviateg edition prodably pul out weekiy. The Ddag
rer gnd Wwas sort of g digest of the wesk's news. 11 3¢ A3

o
H

field artillery, three 351710 infant
reached as far as you coulg sge, wsll

We had 2 nt city made up of e 46
regiments and the 596th engineer company whic
almaost.

elin

If you got sick or were injured in the field it wasn't too dad, heip was close by, First
your medic took care of you at the first aid station where there were {wo medics per
battery, then if nscessary, you were sent {0 the batlailon aid siation and after thatl ther
was the division aid statien. If more help was necessary ysy were sant to an embarkatic
peint, then on to a hospital. This sounds like a long way around out it often takes less than
an hour. In serigys cases you may skip one or more stops and go directly 1o the hospita
When in & rest camp You would probably go directly to the battalion aid station and on ¢
the hespital., Actually the system werked prefty well

During sur rest periods our kitchen was right with us but when we were in the field on
a problem the mess-truck was never near on a march or in daylight hours. i1t does come ub
close under couer of darkness put leaves before daybreak. ihe mess-truck is a 2 1/2 ton &HS
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and pretiy well squipped but it is crowded. There were sii men whe mannad the Kifchen who
warked in 3 3 B 12 space in the back of the truck. in those cramped guariers they prepared
t wss considersd dangerous to have the fruck with the batialion

meals for 138 men. it
because frucks make noise, lesve tracks and often create smoke while cooking. Ofien the
men gathered around the truck which made a good target for artiiiery.

We filled a jeep to more than capacity on the {ast day of maneuvers, maybe sven sel
some Kind of unofficiai record. e were on a march when the problem suddenly ended so we
climbed aboard the nearest jeep. The one | boarded already had the Bback Tilled with
gquipment to the fevel of the top of the backs of the front seats but we managed %o get
three men in the front and four in the back. It was crowded, aspecially with the top up. in
spite of the crowded conditions we got cold so hung same biankets up on the sides. 1 don't
know if it really made it any warmer but we thought it did, Added to this {oad was a half ton
trailer ioaded to capacity - you can piainiy ses that the jeep was ouerigadad.

Maneuvers were a thing of the past by the middie of the first wesk of March s9 we
started back to Mackall, lUe had to hike about two miles back to our bivouac arez and {o the
train at Cooksuille. We arrived at about 1888 and left our eguipment on the basebali fleld of
the Tennessee Technlcal Schocl. Then Lt. Cal. finderson announced that half of the battery
could go into fown until 2088 hours, then the other haif could go untii 2208,

Bud and | were in the first grovup so we went directly to the U.S.0. to get something 1o eatl,

We returned st 2000 hours and went oper to the gym whers thers was i
basketball game in progress, which we watched. This was foilowad by the mens’ t
was piaying for the county champicnship so we watched mest of ihat game, fng !
from Yoark, a school in the hometfewn of Sgit. York, and wes named after him.,
night and fefi us with good memories of Tennessee.

We rode in military style Pullman cars back o Camp Mackall. These cars are more Hike
borcars with reguiar army bunks mounted crosswise in them. in the morning the porier woke
us up a3t 8988 by pulting candy bars and cigareites on our piilow. We did have to get up for
breakfast though. We went through Ashuilie, Merth Carcling and mads gooed lime getiing
back to Mackali.



